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bad -foi, it is a sehool of brutality, and pushies the think, and dream of nothing but cricket, it is flot
Engûisi child towards the side to wvich he inclines, surprising to find many persons attributing to this
towards ail the excesses wvhich the energetic, violent affectation of muscularity t he miscrable poverty of the
tyrannical, and hard temperament admits of. A lady intellectual resuits which we obtain."
whom we know, and w~ho is in truth of foreign extrac- The teaching is not what is necessary, for counterba-
tion, cou id notbring herseif to subjeet hier son to fagging, lancing these gross tastes ; there is nothing attractive
and lias put hini in a Paris lyccuim. abouit i5t; it can hardly be considered by the yoting as

Accordxng to officiai inquiries, the srnall boys are other than a task ; it is very slightly literary and alto-
valets and slaves. Each big boy has several, who are gether technical. The chief aim is to know Greek and
bouind to run errands for hirn, to sweep for hlm, toclean Latin well, to write correctly in verse and prose in
his candlcsticks, to toast lis bread and dheese, to cail these two languages ;*in fact, by means of memory and
huum at the appoliited turne, to help hum at ]lis gaines, exerciscs, the smartcst succeed in doing so. But on
frequently during twvo or thrce hours daily, to run other points 1 consider thein inferior. Their Latin,after his balls and return thein to hlm, to be at lis prose and verse, is I ess clegant and less pure than that
orders during ail the turne he is awake, to endure his of our good compositions written by the classes ln
caprices. rhetoric. They do flot seem to know true historv

lu order to mnaintain sudh an exact and minute they recount the legends of Curtius and of Reguilus asobedience, the big boys use terror. "c Boxes on the ears, ben-rc hyscko hvly and the Middle
kicks, are' mere common pranks of theirs, these flot Ages lu vague generalities, as wvas donc in our old
colintng among the numerours punishments. lu....I University. They do flot appear to feel the differences
thc first degi-ce thc real punishinents arc systematic of manners, of sentiments, of ideas, of characters, wvhich
boxes on thc cars ; thc offender must kcep his Iîands at is the resiîlt of centuries. Tliey do flot secin to have
lis sides and bold his head forward to receive a dozen read like ouir scholars, the works of a truc historian,slaps, apicd riglt and lefL." On other occasions he of a ýFhierry, of a Michelet, or of a Guizot. In general,places the palm of his land on the table, the back of they have few ideas ; if one excepts questions rclating
hMi hand is then beaten with the blade of a paper-knife to existing and practical contemporary politics, a
tilI sometimes a gash is made. Caning cornes next, then student of rhetoric lu a Parisian lyceuin is more profi-
two kinds of tanniing, etc. Tom Brown ivas tossed in a dient.
blanket, and tlrowvn upward with sudh force that he They hlave read many classical t=xt; but the expia-
struck the ceiling. One day having refused to seli nation which is given to thein is wlly grammatical
lis iottery-tickets to thc big boys, he xvas seized hold and positive. Nothing is donc to set forth the beautv
of, held up before thc blazing fire. and literally roasted of the passage, the delicacies 0f thc style, the pathos 0f
tilI lie wvas rcady to faint. This actually occurred, the the situation; nor is the proccss of the wrîter indicated,
romance being but the reproduction of an autlentic thc character of his talents, th e turn of his mind ;al
fact. Besides, in the lives of Cowper, Lord Byron, 1,Sir that is left vague. The master does flot speak to the
Robert Peel, other cases equaily revolting are to be puipils as a critic to persons of taste ; lie does not
found. comment upon the great writers of their country ;lie

1)oubtless, the instances just cited are thc darkest, does flot try to refine their literary taste. It is the
anud, as the Engiish are persevering in matters of reform, saine iii matlcmatics ; lie teaches forms rather than
thc iîcture is becoming brîgîter, Yet, even supposing the spirit ; the maîîual of geometry is ai ways the text
the reform completed, the impression continues un- of Euclid, leamned and recited by'heart ; reason and
pleasant ; for-, on the whle, a school conductcd in this reasoning have only a secondary p lace. " Too frequently
style is a sort of primitive society, wlere force reigns this teaching tends to forin Grec k scliars and calcula-
alinost uncontrolled, ail the more so because it is tors."
considered a point of honor among the oppressed not to Oit the contrary, the Frendch youth %Nio is flineteen,
denoiunce tîcir oppressors. The master interferes as possesses, if le is intelligent, and lias been industrious,
littie as possible. He is flot, as among us, the perpetual general instruction, a quantity of ideas blocked out,representative of lumanity and justice ; very seidoin some lialf-shaped ideas of lis own, a dccided preference
and ln very fcev sdhools is an appeal made to 1dim or to for certain autlors and a certain form of style, thc
the governing body. The weak are left to tlemselves; cinbryos of thcories, vague views about the beautiful,they have but to siffer and be patient. Nowv, what a about history, about phi.losoply - at least the sentiment
temptation is it for a vigorous youth to possess the titat tîere are vast questions of first importance o11
power and tue'rigît to flog ! It is not a good thing to which lie requires to form an opinion, a requirement
give free rein to the instinct of domination and of ail the more pressing becauise arouind him. skepticismi
brutality. ThIe use always leads to the abuse ; an floats in the air, becatise, most frequently, lie las lost
incentive to wvlat is unreasonable is given b ythe lis religions beliefs, because no prevailing doctrine,irrationaiity which is practised, to blows by blows imposed o r.accepted, is at hand to arrest his fiuctuating
wlicl are given ; a man ougît neyer to be allowved the mmnd, an d because, if le desires to cast anclor in a
opportunity for becoming a despot and an executioner. port, le is obiiged to seek for thc port and forge -the
On the wlole, education tIns understood is flot destitute ancloî.
of resenublance to that of tIe Lacedemoniaus ; thcy Ilere many distinguislied Englishmen, wlomi I have
lîardened thc body and tcmpered the character, but, as known, consider tîcir sclooi, and even their university
weil as I can conjecture, they often ended by producing education, as a simple preparation in mental gymnastics,
lutnters and bouts, a training of the intention and of the memory-nothing

Naturally, tle cultivation of the mind must suiffer more. Tley said to me, IlSetting ont from that we lave
froin sudh a training. Mr. Farrar writes: Whien been obliged to undo, or ràther to form, our education
seeing youing men ready to sacrifice cverything to to acquire by personal reading, ail wha we lve
cricket, wlen seeing thein devote to it a number of succeeded iii learning abont phiiosoply, about history,
lours and an entînsiasut out of all proportion to that abouit political econoiny, about thc îîatural sciences,
whicl they give~ to tîcir work, wlien seeing that their about art, about literature." A remedy is being founld
mmnd i5 50 contiînuailvN taken upwi.th it thatthey speak, for tluis defect ; the circie is now being enlarged ; but
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