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not such its origin according to the following
communication.

The occasion of the communication coming
into my hands is as follows. Having heard
incidentally that there was a lady in Monson,
Mass,, whose husband, now dead, was the
author of the book, I requested in anote Rev.
D. R. Austin, principal of Monson Academy,
to obtain of her, for my benefit, and to be
used as I should think proper, a certified ac-
count of its origin with her husband, for the
character of which lady T wished the vener-
able Dr. Ely and himself to avouch. The
following highly satisfactory document came
in reply.

Yon are requested to insert it in the Re.
corder, not so much because it will interest
the majority of your readers, but that the
facts well attested may be laid up i memory,
and the number of your paper containing
them being kept, may afford the means toan
enlightened community te refute so gréat an
imposition on the world. I wouid not ouly
respectfully bespeak its publication in the
Recorder, but in other papers; I would it
were published throughout the land; for many
Mormons are straguling throughout the
country endeavoring to prapagate their no-
tions; and with some success, with a pecu-
Jiar class of people. The origin of this pre-
tended revelation being thus completely au-
thenticated, may save many minds from de-
lusion, fanaticism, and cuin. Yours respect-
fully. Jorn Stonws.

Holliston, April 8, 1839.

ORIGIN

ORIGIN OF THE ‘BOOK OF MORMON,” OR
¢ GOLDEN BIBLE."

As this book has excited much attention
and has been put by a certain new sect in the
place of the sacred Scriptures, I deem it a
duty which T owe to the public, to state what
I know touching its origin. That its claims
to a divine origin are whelly unfounded,
needs no proof to a mind unperverted by the
grossest delusions. That any sane person
shoutld rank it higher than any other merely
human composition, is a matter of the great-
est astonishment; yet it is received as divine
by some who dwell in enlightened New Eng-
land, and even by thuse who have sustained
the character of devoted Christians. Learn-
ing recently that Mormonism had found its
way into a church in Massachusetts, and has
jmpregnated some of its members with its
gross delusions, so that excommunication
has been necessary, I am determined to de-
lay no longer in doing what I can to strip
the mask from this mother of sin, and to Iy
open this pit of abominations.

Rev. Solomon Spaulding, to whom I was
united in marriage in carly life, was a grad-

MORMONISM.

unte of Dartmouth College, and was distin-
guished for a lively imagination and a great
fondness for bistory, At the time of our
marringe he vesided in Cherry Valley, N. Y.
From this place we removed to New Salem,
Ashtabula county, Ohio; sometimes called
Conneaut, as it is situated on the Conneaut
Creek. Shortly after our removal to this
place his health sunk, and he was laid aside
from active labors. In the town of New
Salem there are numerous mounds and forts,
supposed by many to be the dilapidated dwell
ings and fortifications of a race now extinct.
These ancient relies arrest the atteation of
the new settlers, and become objects of re-
search for the curious. Numerous imple.
ments were found, and other articles eviucing
great skill in the avts. Mr. Spaulding being
an educated man and passionately fond of
bistory, took a lively interest in these devel-
opements of antiquity ; and in order to beguile
the hours of retivement, and furnish employ-
ment for his lively imagination, he conceived
the iden of giving a historical sketch of this
long lost race. ‘Their extreme antiquity of
course would lead him to swrite in the most
ancient style, and as the Old Testament is
the most ancient baok in the world, he imi.
tated its style 1 nearly as possible.  Hissole
object in writing this historical romance was
to amuse himself and his neighbors, This
was about the year 1812.  Hull's surrender
at Detroit occurred near the same time, and
I recollect the date well from that circur-
stance. As he progressed in his narrative,
the neighbors would ceme in from time to
time to hear portions read, and a great in-
terest in the work was excited among them.
It claimed to have been written by one of the
Iost nation and to have been recovgred from
the earth, and assumed the title of ¢ Mane-
script Found.” The neighbors would ofies
inquire how Mr. Spaulding progressed in de-
ciphering *the manuscript,” and when he
had a sufficient portion prepared be would
inform them, and they wouald assemble to
hear it read. He was enabled from hisac
guaintance with the classics and ancient his-
tory, to introduce many singular names, which
were particalarly noticed by the people, and
could be casily recognised by them. Mr
Solemon Spaulding bad a brather, Mr. John
Spaulding, residing in the place at the time,
who was perfeetly familiac with the work,
and repeatedly heard the whole of it read,
From New Salem we removed to Pits
burg, Pa. Here Mr. Spaulding found aa
acquaintance and friend, in the person of Mr.
Patterson, an editor of a newspaper. e
exhibited his manuscript to Mr. Patterson,
who was very much pleased with it, and bor-
rowed it for perusal. He retained it fir2

long time, and informed Mr. Spaulding that



