
ORIGIN OF MORMONISNM.

flot such lits arigin accarding to the fallowing
cot)cailliiCtiofl.

The occasion ofire communication caming
inta mv bands is as fallows. llaving heard
incidcntally that tliere was a lndy iu Monsoîî,
Mass., whase buisband, tiaw dead, 'vas the
author of the book, 1 requested in a nîote Rev.
B. R. Austin, prinial of Monson Academny,
ta obtaiti of lier, fier my benefit, and ta be
uspd, as 1 should tbink praper, a certitied tc-
count of its arigin with lier husbaîîd, for the
character of which lady 1 wisbied tie vener-
able Dr. Ely anîd luimself ta av'otich. Tite
following ligalily satisfactory document caine
ia reply.

'Yon. are requesteil ta insert it in the Re-
corder, flot so mach because it will isiterest
the majarity of your readers, but that the
facts well attested nlay be laid up iii meinary,
and the number of your palier cantaiîîing
theen beinz kept, rnay afford tlae mens ta ant
ealightened carmnrniity ta reftte sa gréat au
imposition an the %varld. I wotîld riat anly
respectfully bespeak its publication in rie
Recorder, but ini atier paliers; I would it
werepublished tlîraugbaut thîe land; for manv
Mormons are strag~fiîîg tlirougliaut tbe.
country ende.tvoriiu, ta proaisate tlacir no-
tions; and wvitb saine sucess, with a1 pecu-
liar class of peaple. Thei origin of this pre-
tended revelation being thus coi;npictely au-
theinticated, eay save mnaîy minds from de.
lion, fanaticisin, and ruin. Yours respect-
fully. JOHN STO1IMS.

BFolljston, April 8, 1839.

ORTGZri OF TUE ""BOOK OP MORtMON," Olt

"GOLDEN IBLE."

As tbis boaok bas exciteil much attention
anid lias been put hy a certain new sect in tbre
place af the sacred Scripttires, 1 <leea it a
duty whicb I owe ta the pablie, ta state what
1 know taucbing its arigin. Tbst its cdaims
ta a divine arigrin are whally unfiffîeil,
needs ne proof ta a mlid unperverted by tîe-
grassest delusians. That atry sane persan
sbhould raink it lîigber than aiuy other merely
human composition, is a matter of the great-
est astonisliment; yet it is received as divine
by sarie wbo dvvell in enlightened New Eng-
land, and even by tbuse who bave sustained
the character of devoted Christians. Leara-
in- recently that Mormanisra bail founid its
way into a church in Massachusetts, and bias
impregnatedl same of its inembers ii its
gras delusions, so that excommtunîition
bas bec» necessary, I amn determîned to de-
lay no longer in doing wlîat 1 ca ta strîp
the uiask froin tlîis mother of sin, andi ta, lay
Open tliis pit of abominations,

Rer. Solainon Spaulding, ta wbom 1 %va,%
uniteti in marriage in carly 11fr, ivas a graîl-

unte af Dartmnoth Callege, and was distin-
guislied for a livély imagination anîd a gre;ît
iondaess for lîistory. At tbe timne ai aur
inarrinage lie resided inl Cherry Vnlley, N. Y.
Froin this place sve removeti ta New Salcîn,
Ashtalaila cotîaty, Olio; sametiînes called
Canneaut, a-, it is situateti on tlîe Conneat
Creck. Shortly aiter our reinaval ta tlîis
place bis healtlî sunk, and ibe was laid aside
f'rao» active labors. In tbe tawa ai New
Salein tiiere are aumroats niauads andi forti,
suppaseti by many ta bie the dilaffidated dwrl.
ings and fortifications of a race naiv extitict.
These ancient relies arrest the attention of
the newv settlers, anîd become abjects af re-
search for the curiaus. Numerotis Iixple-
ments vere foundt, and otlîer articles eviîîcinig
great skill ia tire arts. Mr. Spauldiriz beilng
atu educated man and passianately fond of
bistory, took a lively intereýst iii these devel.
apenetits ofantiquîty;- and la onder ta bî'gaile
tbe bours af retirement, andi fîsrnisli ezaplor-
ment for bis lively imnaginatian, lie caaceivcd
tlîe idea af giving a historiccil sketch of this
long lost race. Tlieir exticine .inîtilty, of
courise ivoutlt leati bim ta write in1 the inost
anejent style, ande as tbe Ohd Testainetît is
thea mast ancient bank in tire warld, lie usni.
tat4'd its style %s nearly as possible. Ilic stle
abject ini iing this kistorical roinance %iras
ta anmuse himself and lus neigbbors. 'flie
%vas about the year 1812. llull's stirender
rit Detroit orcurreti near the saine turne, andl
I recolleet tlîe date wvell from. tliat circiu»-
stance. As be pragressed in bis narrative,
the neigbars would corne in tramn iue te
tine ta hear portions rend, andi a great lai-
terest in the wvork was exciteti amoîîg thtm.
[t claimed ta, bave been written by nct of th
losi nation and ta bave bec» reeaveredtees
the eart/c, anti assurneti the title ofi "Maati.
script Fouitu." Tlîe neiglibors ivoulul ofieit
inqîîire haw Mr. Spaulding pragre.,eu'd iii de.
ciphberiag Iltire mnsrit"andtvi eii lue
lîsd a stufficient portion lîrepareti be twoiiid
infori tbemi, and tbey ivoalt assemble te
bear it rend. Ile was enabled froin luis ac-
quiuti)-ince wvit1 tbe chassies andi aîîcieit lii-
tory, ta introdure man!ysingular naines, vrhuirle
ivere particuulnrly noticeti by the petefde, andl
couhi lac easily recognsiseti by tlwm. MIr.
Salaman Spauling luati a brothepr, MeI. John
Spaulding, resuding in the placenut the timt,
wha ivas pu.rfeu'tly familiar witb tlîe ivnrk
andi repeatedly heari tire ivhole ai it reaul.

Frai» New SaIein ive remaveti ta Picts.-
burg, Pa. llere Mr. Spaulding foaumil a
acquaîntance andi frienti, in the' persan of 31r.
Pattersan, ail ciitor ai a lievspuîpcr. lit
exhibited i s msîuîuscript ta «Mr. Pattfermen,
wvha %vas very mnurb pleascl witlî it, and [unr-
rowed iL for perîtoni. Ile retaineti it fdr a
long tinse, andi inforineil Mr. Spauhîhist th:i


