
Thoughts on 1?îayer.

now so thoughtlessly utter; let them I
insert, at every turn, the oathi or im-
proper expression they are now most
accustomed to use, and let them de-
liberately go, if they eau, to repeat in
society whiat they have ivritten iii the
closet. One wvould conceive the very
absurdity of such an atteînpt would
be an effectuai remiedy for the evi-
that the man who wvas îlot thorouighly
sickeued and disgusted at sucli a
picture of his3 own folly and guilt,
must have au obtuse perception,
scarcely capable of distingîîishing
white from black, lighit from darkness,
or good froni cvii.

We are, however, conseious, at
least we ouglit to be, that a habit of
this kind eau only be conquered, like
ail other cvii habits, bv the inward1
ascendancy of divine grace. It is vain
to direct against cither the shafts of
ridicule, or the more solid %veapons
of irrefragable argument, unless the
love of Christ and the desire to glorify
him take possession of the heart, fi
the tlîoughts, and give its sce
character to the converse.

It appears scarcely possible that
any one duiy impressced witli a seuse
of the Divine Majesty, or at ail in-
fluenced by a desire to please God,
could ever faîl into this cvii.

Remeînbcr then, that it wvas Jesus
Christ who said :"1 By thy words
thon shaît be justified, and by thy
ivords thou shaît be condernned."

ALPHA.

THOUGHTS ON PRAYER.
Prayer, properly speaking, is not

"4an unuittered wish," but the earnest 1
expression of desire. Christ 41prayed;
the disciples that they wouild thrust
out a little fartier from the iand."
Luke v. 3. Paull, prayed the Cori n-
thians to be reconciled to God ;" i
and wve nike Ilknoiim our reqtîests1
untoGod by prayer and supplication."
Phil. iv'. 6.

The duty of prayer to God is not
cn.joiiucd because of any effect it eaui

have ii ehîanging or modifyitig in any
degree the great plan and principles of
I-is goveruiment, for" %ith Hlmi is 1,<)
variabieuess." Neithercan he becoiiie
more interested in our %velfare, or
more solicitous for our happîness, be-
catise we pray unto hiîi ; for not
even a sparrowv fails to the grotind
Nvithout [lis notice. But hie has beeîm
pleased, in the developeient of' tuie
plans of his goverrnment, to niake oui
performance of this duty a condition
of his grace.

Lt is His purpose that we feel ouîr
wants, andi make known our reqîîebts
unto M-iîn, iot by secret desires but
by fervent and efllectuai prayers, in
answer to which he promised his
riehest gifts. So tlîat prayer and thie
cousequent blessing sustain in tie
Kîngdoma of God the sanie relation
that iii the natural wvorld exists bc,-
tween cause and efièct ; and tiîeir
connexion is flot more intimiate in tlie
latter than iu the former case.

Prayer slwzdld he incessanit. Tite
Apostie enJoined the Thessa!onianis
"lto pray wit1iout ceasing," 1 'Ihcss. v.
17, and'the Ephiesians are exluorted
to caîl on God, Ilpraving alivapqs nit1i
ail prayer and supplication in die
Spirit, and wvatehing thiereunito wýit1h
perseverance." Ephies. vi. 18. A tuait
should pray so nîiuch thiat one wiuo
knew his habits would say, Il He is
alwvays praying." This constancy in
prayer is important. We are sur-
rounded by Ilthings that are scen and
temporal." These make rcl)eatc(
and permanent impressions upon our-
minds, because things "Il ot seen aif
eternal" are coniparativeiy shutt out
froin view. Temporal things hinder
piety. Spiritual things promiote it.
It becomes, therefore, the great
business of a Christian's life so to
look away froîn the former and con-
template the latter, as to become
spiritual in his habits o? thought aind
motives of' action.

This eaui be efflèctuaily donc offlv
hy incessant prayer. By this meau11S
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