
T 1- E

'Knox Collee Monthily
PRESBVTERIAN MAGAZINE.

Voi- VIL. DECEMBER, I8S7. No. 2.

RECENT ETHICS AND THEISM.

IT wvould be impossible witbin the limits of this essay to
examine ail tlue différent theories and suggestions that, have

been given ta the world recently, in the attempts of Science to
solve, in lier owvn strength, the Ethical problem. Vie shahl se
that failure cornes to ail of thern froni a comm-on source. Ont
name, howcver, challenges special attcntion. H'erbert, Spencer
wili be allowved by«all to be the CorypliSus of the school wvhichi
hie represcrnts. He lias donc wvhat, lie cauld ta, furnialh a basis
for Ethics fromn bis own standpoint. Sa im-portant did hie
consider the attempt thiat, feeling bis bealth fail, lic hastened to
give ta, tbe world his " Data of Ethics," lest deatb might strike
the pen from bis hand before he could put this cupe stone upon
his system of philosopbyv.

«- My ultimate purpose," lie says,"« lying bchind ail proximate
purposcs, lias bcciu that of finding for the principles of riglit and

ivrong in conduct at large a scicntific basis." Ris whohe phil-
osophiy bc considers subsidiary tc, this purpose. Tlie "«code of
supernatural Ethics," according ta bis assumption, is vanishing.


