R e w Q

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

77
manstiouentlis -

1SR

ish people, within forty-five years after
Christ threatened thom with damnation of
Gelionnd 5 and whith consisted in the de-
struction of ‘their city, and remple—the de-
struction-of millions of theirlives, and the
pispersion of 'the rest througliout thedn.
thubited globo. Thistfact is made perfedily
plain by those passuges ‘where the word
occurs, Sep Jer, wii: 20, 34. ‘Fortho
children of Judah “have done evil in my
sight, saith tho Lord : they have set their
abominnlions in the house which is called,
by my name, to pollute it. ~And they have
dbuilt the high places of Tophet, which is
‘in the valley of the son of Hinnom. to burn
their sons and daugliters in the fire ; which

1 commanded thom not, nather camo it

into my heart. Therefore, behold, the
«days tome, saith'the Lord, that it shall no

‘more be called Tophet, nar tire valley of

‘the son of Hinnotu,but the valley of slaugh-
ter’: for thoy shall bury in Tophettil! there
o no place, And the carcasses ofthis
people shall be ment for the fowls of the
Jreaven, and for ilie beasts of the enrth ;
and nono shall fray them away. Then
will I cause to cease from the cities of

Judah, and from thestreets of Josusalem,.
the voice,of mirth, and the vojce of glad—

ness, the voice of the: bridegroom, and the
voice of the bride ; for the land shall be
desolate.” See also chapter viii: 1-3,
‘At that time, saith the Levd, they-shall
bring ontthe bones of the kings of Judah,
am} the hones £ his princes, and the bones
of the prophets, and the bones of the
priests, and tho bones of: the inhabitants of
Jerusalom, out of their graves ; and they
shall spread them before the sun, and the
moon, and all tho host of heaven, whom
they have loved and whom they served,
aud after whom they have walked,andwhom
they have sought, ard whom they have
worshiped; they shall not be gathered, nor
e buried : hey shall be Yor dung upon the
face of the earth! And death shall be
chosen rather than life by all the residee
of them that remain of this evil family,
which temain.dp Wll the places whether I
have driven them, saith the Lord of hosts.’
See-Jeremiah, chap. xix. ¢ Thus saith the
Lord, Go, and get a potter’s earltren bottle,
and take of*the ancients of the people, and
of the ancients of the priests, and go forth
unto the valley of the son of Hinnom,
which is. by the entry of the east gate, amd
proclaim there the words that I shall tell
thee-; and say, hear-ye the word of the
Lord, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of
Jevusalem ; thussaith the Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel, behold, I will bring evil
upon thig place, the which whosoever,
heareth, his cars shall tingle. Becauso
they. have forsalten me,.and have estranged.
this place, -and have burnt incence in it to
other gods, whom, neither thoy nor their
fathers have known; nor the kings of Judab,
and have filled:the place with the blood of
innocents ; they have built also high places
of Banl, toburn theit sons with fire for
burnt offerings unto Baal, which 1 com-
manded not;nor spake it, neither came. it
into: my mind: therefore, behold. the
days come,.saith the Lord, that this place
nomore be calied Tophet, nor the valloy
of the son of Hinnom, but the valloy of
slaughter, And I will make void the
counsel of Julsh and Jerusalem in this
place ; and Dwill.cause.thom to fall by the
sword before their ememigs, and by the
hands of them that seok their lives ; and

U'thdir-cateasses will'[ give to bo meat for

the zorth,  And I will maoke this city
devolato, and an hissing : overy one that
passeth thereby shall Lo astonishod and
hiss, because of all the plagucs thoreof—
And I will cause them to cat of the flesh
of their sons, and the flesh of their-daugh-
tars, and they shall wat every one of the
flosh of his friend, in the siogo and strait-
ness wherowith their enemies, and thoy
that seektheir lives, shall straiten thom.
Then sheit 'hou break the bofle in the
sight of tho men fiat go with thoe, and

‘hosts, ovenso will I 'bresk this poople, and
this city, as ond that broaketh 'a potter’s

thoy shall ury them in ‘Lornsr, il thero
bo no placoelse to bury. Thus will I -do
unto this place, saith the Loxd, and to the
inlibitants thereof, and oven make their
cily as Tormer:

Toruery Hecauss of oll the “houses upon
whose roofs they have burned incenss un-
to all the hosts-of heaven, and have poured
out drink offerings unto other gods. “I%en
came Jeremiak from Toener, wherker the

stood in the ¢ourt of the.Lord’s house, and
said to all the people, thus saith the Lard
of hosts, the God of Israel, .behold, ¥ will
bring upon this city, and upon - her towns,
all tho evil that I have pronounced against
1 it; because they have hardened their necks,
that they might not hear my words.’~~
The prophet Isaich hos xeference to the
same thing in chapter Ixvi : 24, ‘Atd they
shell go forth, and look upon the carcasses
of thamen thathave transgressed against
me ; for their worm shall not die, neither
shall their fire be guenched ; and they
shall be an abhorring unte all flesh.?

Here we sce the origin. of the expres:
sion, ‘undying worm.! It was defived
from the fact, that worms were constantly
preying upon filth, and putrefying flesh,
which was deposited in Gehonns. Hers,

the fact, that a fire wis kept constantly
burning in Gehenta, for purposes which

that fire and worms are spoken of in the
Old Testawment, in connéction with ‘the
valley of the son of Hinnom. This ac-
counts for the fact, that the New Testa.
ament, the snme things are spoken of in
.connection with Gehenna. And hence,

people, is called. the ‘damnation,’ or pun-
.jshment * of Gehenna,’ ¢ Gehenna of fire,*
or ths fire of Gehonna.
.na is also spoken of as tho place ‘where
dheir wormt dieth ‘not, and the %re isnot
«quenched? Rev. Mr. Petkhurst, in liis
:Lexicon, reforring -to Maw. v: 21, 22,
says, ‘the phfase here translated hell-fire,

hend, in the outward and primary sehse,.
rolate to that dreadful doon of being durat
alive wm the valicy of Hinnom.! :

Jeremiah dnd-fsich, just quoted, were ful-
filled'at the destruction of Jerusalém. Then

slaughter. \
“Tophef. Then the Jews did eatthe flesh
of their sons and of their daughters. 'Then

the'fowvls of tho ‘heaven, and the bebsts of

ghalt say unto thern, thus saith tho Lord of

wessel, -that cannot be mode again 3 and

And the houses of,
Jorusalem, and the houses of the.kings of
Judah, shell be defiled as the pldcs of

Lord had sént ham to prophesy ; andhe

also, we sco the origin of the espression.
‘unquenchable fiie” ) was derived from.

have alreagdy been stated. Wo see.too,

the judgment which.came upon the Jewish |-

Henco—Gehen.-

[literally Gehenna of firey] does, I appre- |

Noone can-doubt, tha the prbdictions of

the valfey of Hinnom became the valley of
Then Jerusalem. became ds

tho land of Judea was mado desolate.—~
Then the carcasses of the Jewish poople
becomeo meat for the fowls of heaveon, and.
the beaats of the ‘field ; forsix hundred’
thousand of their dead bolies wore carried
into the valley of Hinnom, and wore suffer-
ed tolie there unburitd. Thon the wrath
of God came on'the Jowish people tothe
ultormost 3 and the -oxperienced ‘tribula.
tion, such as wasnot from the beginning
of the world, 'oven ‘o that time, no nor
over shall be.” Sco Matt. xxiv : 21

Nowthe fust which we have just stated,
that Gehenna s used'in the Old Testament
to represont punishment in this world,
and no wheto ‘lse, being a fact whichis
indisputable ; wo demand in the languago
of Mr. Balfour, “what meaning would tlio
' Jews, iho were familiar with this word,
and knew 1t tc signify the valley of Hin.
nom, bo-likely to-attach to it whoen they
heard it used by our Lord 2 Would they
contrary to all formor usage, transfor its
meaniang from a plece \with whose locality
and history they had been familiar from
thefx infancy, to a place of misery in anoth-
erworld ¢ This conclusion is certainly
inadinissable. By what rule of interprot-
ation then, can we arrive atthe ronclusion
—tha! this word moans o place of misery
after death 2

10. If Gehenna signifies.a plate of end-
less misery in ariother world, and if in
those passages where it occursitis set in,
contrast with heaven, [as is.supposed by
those Who attach this meaning?o the word, ]
| it is certain that thosé who go there, areto
go dodily. See Matt. 5 :.59. Anditis
equally ceriain that those who go-to
htaven, are to go there bodily ; and-not
only so, but areto go there ‘halty and
imgimed Some with only une eye, some
with only one kand, and some with only
one foot. See Markix: 43, 45, 47. Bwt
¢an any man believe all this ?

11. ‘Gehenna in the New Testament, 1
setin contrast with the kingdom of God
Mark ix : 47, “[tis better for thee to enter
into the Kingdom of God wiuth one eye,
than having two eyes to be cast into &ell
[Gehenna] fire.
© 12, If Gehénua signifies .a place of
punishment in-another world, and if God
fuflicts Golenna punishment oft any of tis
‘¢reatures in that world ; it is vertain this
punishment will cobsist in entire destruc-
tion, and absolute annihilation, and not entt-
loss misery.  See Matt. x : 28, ‘Fear him
whicit is able t~ destroy both sous and bedy
in' hell? (Gehenma.) Now to destroy
{he soul, as to destroy the body, intimates
the extinction of the life of the.bedy.
then, by the word soul we' understand the

doetrine of annihilation is clearly establisa-
ed.” And the doctrine of endless misery
is overthrown by the sery pascage, which

is frequently inttbduced to proveit. Bu.

1 to signify the anitnl life of mar, (as is its
meaning generally in thoBible,) then aii is
plain.  God might dastroy the lives and
| bodies of ihe disciples, in that awiul calamity
vhich came on the Jowish nation, and
@hich.isvrepmémed ;under-thé figure of
Gehenna; or Yo might cast thein into
Gehennia by numbering them ‘with the six

the soul, intimates as certainly the death of ;
If,
splrit, or immortal pait of man, and if God .

will do. what_ he.is here said to.be able w0,
do, i.e. destroy both soul and hody, 'the;

hundred thousand unbeheving Jews, whose
dond bodios were car) ied into the valley of
Hinmom, and loft the‘;a' unburied.

13. Whenever our Lord seid anything
about Gehenna, the persons whom he ad-
drossed, are ovidently supposed by him
to be acquninted with tho meaning of the
word. Hence no explanstion whatever is
given of it. Bat, in what othor sense,
pray, could thoy understand it, ‘oxcept in
tho sense in which it was employed in the
O)d Testament ?

14, If Gehenna.means futuro punish-
mont m the New.'Testamont, it is certain
tho Apostles never preached it to Jows or
Gentiles. They did not mention the word
in asingle instance, in all thoir preaching,
of which we have any account. How
can this be accounted for, if they under-
stood by it a place of ‘endless misory ?

15. If Gehonnatuesns a placo of mis-
ory in a future Woild, called hell, it is cer-
tain this hell is & material holl ; and that
punishment in'rell, consists of torment in
litéral fire. We khosw that a material hell
has been contanded ¥or, but.in these days
of refinenient, imptovement, andlight and
knowlédge, this idea is pretty generally
abandoned. But if any class of people
must havea hell, we insist upon it, thav
thoy abide'by the donclusions which are
to be legitimately drawn from their prem-
ises. If they will have it that Gehenna
nteans ‘aplaco of punishrient in a futare
world, then let them be contehted- with the
hell-of thre Bible, ahd not undertake t6 ma-
nufacturé a noew one, nor to improve on
the old one. Liet them then ¢ease to preach
about a ‘spiritual hell, and a*kell of cons-
cience, ond let them go to préaching up
thie good-old‘Orthodox hell of our fathers.
If they will o this, we will at least give
thom thie credit of consistencys

To the views which we have advanced
on tha meaning of Geheans, e know of
but one plausible objection. That oblee-
‘tion we will fiow slate, and reply fo. '

Itis objected, that ©olthough Gehenna
originally dehoted the valley of Hinnom ;
yet, it bod lost that signification in our Se-
viour’s time, and Was used to sigoify a
placo of torthent in andther world? To
this bbjection we reply as follows :

3. Thisis a bare-faced assortion, un-
supported by any positive or direct proof;
whatever. ' .

2, The¢ trapslation of the Hebrew
Scnptures was commenced about 270 or
230 years before Christ; when the five
books of Moses were translated. The
transiativn of the rest of the books was
not undeataken until within 150 years ot
Christ's birth ; and was not finished, tll
some tlime afier it was commenced, say, 20
years. See Prideaun’s Connectiong, vol.
iti, pp.-356, 307. Horne's Introduction,
vol. i, pp. 168;.169. Now, as when this
translaun Was ‘made, no-such change as
is alleged htd taken.plate in.the meuning
of Geheuna 3 hence 150 years before-the
date of the New Testamient, this-word re-

if we understand  Gehenna here to signify | tained its otiginas meaning. The only
the valloy of Hinnom, gud the word suul | Jewish books which were wniten between

the completion-of the Septuagint Version,
and the publ.c minisiry of Christ, which
have come down to us, are some-of the Iat-
er books of the Apocryphs, and the iwritings
oF Philo. 'Two.of the Apocryphal ‘books
allude to punizhment after death, butde
notspeak of it as a-punishment in-Gehen-
na.  fndecd, the word does zot ogceur in

-



