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have heard our grandparents ta!k of a Ildark day, " when the Sun seemed
te shine througli an inky haze. Every day is a dark dlay fo~r the adherents
of this superstition. They live under a pall of dread, axîd lie who ofiers
themn a way of escape from this bondage is likely to have earnest listeniers.
Think what the Christian doctrine of God's providential care must be to
such. Aîîd, as matter of fact, a large number of those who inake up the
Laos church have been driven to the missionaries by this very superstition.
For in Siamn, as everywhere, belief in spirits leads te belief in witcbes.
The Laos mnan 'wbose child hias become suddenly i11, or 'wlose buffalo has
fallen inte a pii, bas a short and easy metliod of reasoning. IlTýi8 lias
befallen me because the spirits are angry with me. But why should the
spirits be angry 'with me, who have taken such pains te appease tbem
Must Lot some wvitch have set tlîem upon me ?" And -who is the witch f
Alas for his enemy, if lie lias oee! Alus for lus neiglibors, if he has
no enemy 1 For bis suppicion of witchcraft once areused will soon light on
sorne hint of the witcli, and forthwith the accusation is uttered. A jury
of the village eiders is impanelled te heur bis complaut ; but thie jury is
as superstitious as the plaintiff, and tlwn verdfict will geuerally be guilty.
.And wliat will be the penalty incurred by the innocent victîm of Vhs ac-
cusation ? IRe will bc driven from the village, bis bouse will be pulled
dowu, bis garden rooted up. And wbere sh li e go ? There are cities
in Laos land wholly inbabited. by sucli supposed 'witches, who have heen
herded tegether as thougli tbey w% ,. lepers. But some hîîndreds at least
have gene te the missionaries for .help. Tliey have beard that the mis..
sionaies are flot af raid of spirits ; at any rate, the inissionaries are f oreign-
ers, and a refuge may be found with tliemn; and se tbey have coîne under
the power of Gospel trutli, and found llim wlio was rtanifested Vo, destroy
the works of the devil.
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William HR. Sheppard, the subject of this sketch, was boru in 1865 at
Waynesborough, Va. Ile grew up afcer the inanner of bis race, net mucli
eurnbered by cares or clothes. A pieus lady said te 1dm when a boy,
Il1 have been. praying that God may make yen a Chiristian and send yen
to Africa. " This boy is now a man wlio, after a strange experieuce ini
Africa, bias been speaking te crowvdcd bouses, capturing ail by bis elo-
quence, £und of humer, and histrionie qualities. At the age of ixteen
years hie studied for four ycars at Hlampton, Va., and then spent three
years at the <Jolored Theological Seminary at Tuscaloosa, Ala., under the
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