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Here wore moen compotent to sperk from actanl experience and observa-
tion of all phasesand porplexities of the work, in every sphere.  Hero
woro laborers who spoko with tho uuthority tlat belongs only to an
actual toiler 3 they were not theorizers lazily sitting on cushions and
dreaming about missions, but faithful workers who had borne the
burden and heat of the day, and some of whom had already reached
reaping timo and boruin also tho sheaves to the garner. Tho facts,
gometimes poured upon the assembly in one addresg, came liko a del-
uge for volumo and like u torrent for forco and momentum.  Thesight
of some men and women, whose names are already immortal for their
service to miissions, re;aid us for a trans-oceanic journey. Liven R.
N. Cust, Exq., whose keon sealpel mercilessly cut with ineisive blade
into the faults of the conferenos, wrote with diseriminating and eclo-
quent pen, such as he knows how to use, in appreciation of all that
was best in those days of fellowship. With impartial judgment he
condemned what he disapproved. and praised as loudly the manifest
solidavity of the churches, the disappearance of offensive denomina-
tionalism, the grand federation of the greatest benefactors of man-
kind, speaking every language, but using one dialect of faith ; and
the forming or renewing of precious ties of friendship.

We think it too soon to forecust the ultimate results of such a con-
ference.  Perhaps it is true that no original idea was struck out. ard
no novel information or even important practical suggestion elicited,
Itis possible to be too near as well as too far off, to sce clearly and
form just concentions. Too near «. view limits our prospect : too dis-
tant s view dims it. But if that ten days do:s not inspire new devo-
tion to missions ; if those two imperial volumer, which constitute the
greatest eneyclopedin of missions extant, do not feed with the fuel of
facts the kindling intevest in the world field ; and if the body of dis-
ciples there gathered do not feel a closer and more vital bond with all
true workers in that wide field, we shall be greatly mistaken. We
earnestly hopoe that within a few yeurs another i.ke conference may
assemble. The year 1892, which marks the full completion of the
century since William Carey formed that first Baptist Society in Ket-
tering, suggests the natural time for the next World Conterence.
And what stupendous changes may take place before that year has
opened no human being is sagacious enough to forecast. If, years
ago, Dr. Duff could say that, to which ever point of the horizon we
look, signs of changes greater than the world has ever seen confront
us, it is far more emphatically true to-day. What a century was onece
required to accomplish & year now works out ; and so every hour be-
comes a hinge and pivot of history and destiny. Let us, like
Frskine, call God to witness that we are ¢ doing our best to bring on
adefinite issue between Christ and His adversaries.” The thicker
and hotter the battle, the quicker the rout of the foe, The whole world



