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BRITISII Clîrà-stians lcad the wvorld in benefîcence. Their homne charîties
aire iultiforni, tlieir foreign issions are ev.yhr.But the ýBritishi Gov-
ernmnent, for the salie of revenue i India, persists in a course against aL
iveakzer nation Nvh iehi Canon WVi ber-for-ce pronounces "lsinply dastardly
fromn be-iningii to end.- Johin Brighit and miany othier distinguislied nmen
expr*ess the saune v'iewv. Christian opinion in China is fairly represented by
a, conisert'ative Engflishmnan, Ai'clideacon Moule of Shianghlai, wlîo sýays-
cBritisht autîjorities ii lIndia, fully kniowing- the attitude of the Chlinese

Governîîîient, deliberately engaged iii the préparation of opium for~ China,
vwith on]y two years initerinission. conitinuiolislyN for' sixty yearVS." Ameni-
cans, too, bluslî at siglit of tlle Ciinese caricature of an Engllishmnan wvitli a
%vhiskzey bottie in oone iaind and an opium bail iii the othier. Ini many ways
so closely linkledl to Great Britain, and especially so in evang-elization, it be-
hooves Ainerican Christians also to know thle Ladts aind to Jabor'and pray
for thec renmoval of this tre'mendous hindrance to missions and to honorable
coiiiimerc'eand international good-wilI-a professe.1 Chiristian governmlent

ena in «L tradle ivlîie] is aL b]iglitiing cuise to millionis.
Since iiiany inay not have aecess to information, the followin- outinie of

cvents bas been comi)led, fronli p)CisoIial study of the Cliîjuese miaritinme eus-
toms' reports, fromn Illes of the G'hjncesc Rcposito;ry, and fronli other trust-
worthy sources. As partisan statenients have been made iii books andi
îîewspapers, 'tliat opiui-snîolirn- is as hiarikss as twiddling onle's fin]gers,"
and that Il Grrat Britain lias uiot coerced China on accoumît of opiu,"i
nai lie mire)) to reznark that tie wvritr is preparcd to cite autmomity for' every
statenlient lu this sec.

Sente hiold thait opiumii was first brouiglit to China by the Aral-'s toward tihe
close of Ille tiriteenitli cenitury'. But it -%vas in smaul quantities, and "4coin-
nionly used as a muiedicine before the trad3 with Iiiîdia commlleniced " in bhe
cigliîtenth century. Previouls to 1707 the trade ivas in the hands of Por-
tu guese, but ivith an inmport or offlv about, 200 chcests a c'ar, a clîest being
bout 140 pounds. Thr habit of smoking %vas scarcely known. Even as

laite as 1830 large iinlaiî' cities like IHaingýchow hiac no0 Opium smlokzing-s110pS.
Nlow tîmat city hais, pî'iîadl,2,000. The vecry rapid gîowth of thje
haýibilzanid of the t rade hein we h atIdaCnpn euab nac

limies the amiountl importedl yc'arly pirevinus to 1767. In 17Î99 it %va, !.0ot
chiests; iii V326, 9,069 ; abolit 1,30, tL ycarî'h average of 16.800.InIstai
ton ycairs just prceding the firsi Opium "%Var Il' brade more thaîi doublc'dI
î'caching 341,000 cimests in 1836. li 1,434 the 1Eamst India Comîpany closedj its
cacr bmut obhmer British officias coîmtinued the traffic. w'lich, ]las grown to
532,925 pieuls iii 18r50 aîxdj 7;-,30., in10 a picul being 133'ýj poutnds.

SîîgUgis thie proprr terni for this t rade pî'evious to 1560o. u70bc
Brnitish estaibiised a depot mîraî Macao Qon two,.cssl a plan conbinud iii

OPiunî" te Chiw< nuges~ho lîad previnterly negotia' vth Aîr<a
or British imcr<'hants living, 1 lithe ports limier' ronsulat' protection. Tlir,
Est India, Coluilîmvii <'ntere'l upon the tradi' knowing it to N' cont.ralîand.

fl~~j~ ir ,iiliînriticq nanwdri, amny mnç' des~iring furtiier infrmantion ,mhcnlcl t«r' tie ki id 0f
China. Luon .n Mmrgan, & Scott ; .xalBllly. ilft)~ T1he TruU&4 .?Ol ium dn

isuiltler & swouglitou.Pim
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