
THE POE3IS OP OSSIAN.

vas wont~ te, bc the great entortainmont, of the HighManýdrrsy, pass.
the winter evenings i discoursing of the tiines of Fingal, and
rohearsing thoeo old poems of wieh tliey haye ail along been entfiu.
siastically fond; that wbeni assembled at their festivals, or ny publie
occasions, wagers wero oftcn laid who could. repeat most of tliem;
and te, bave store of them in1 their memery, was both au lionourable,
and a profitablo acquisition, as it procured them accessa te i families
of great mn; that with regard to their antiquity, they are beyond
all nieniry or tradition, i se mucli that there is a phrase commonily
used in the Highlands to this day, -when they. would express any
thing whicelis of tho niost reote or unknocwu autiquity, ixnporting
that "lib belongs to the age of Fingal." 1 bave the plessare of know-
ing a gentleman in Argyleshire, Sootland, whoi can rocche Gaelie or
Ossianic poems of great length, wlxich, se fur as 1 know, bave not
yet been published. ne bas repeateilly mentioued to me thiat ft was
customary in bis early days for Higlhland failies to spendi the long
wisiter evenings in aitening tg those, wlo could recite poems having
reforence to the times of Ossian. He lias often expressed a regret
that, tbrough inattention, ho lias allowed xnay of the poems lie
beard in lis youth to pass fite forgetfiilness. In addition tO the
evidence we possess in faveur of the great attention wb.ieh was paid
te the recital of pocinsamuong thie ancient HIighlanders, ib should bie
remembered that, vdile intellectual darkness prevailedl in many
countries, therea was a lauge measure, of enligliteument i the Higli
lands of Scotland. It is 'well kiiown tliat frein lona men went
foi-th who carried rays cf liglit into distant countries and sowed
iliere the seeds cf moral and zpiritual knowledge. May it net with
safety bie supposed, that -the indlustrious monks of loua turned their
attention te the pocis of Ossian and commlttedl thein te writing?
Certain it la that 119ÇS. exlated, containing Ossiauic poems. Somne
of these were recovered aSter MaePbieron published lia Translation
ef* Osian. It w~as cleairly proved tlîat ma1ýy MS. ware lest or
destroyed durini thea political troubles whldh swept ever thc Higli-
landa in the early part of the last century. Many trustworthy pneu
aflirmed that, if an effort liad been made at an earlier date te procure
MSS., xnany cozld bie £ound througheut the Highlands. Rad sui.
cient attention been given te the power whieli oral tradition had
aniong the Highland bards, and te the Gac MSS. whieh existed,
lem bitterues would have been manifosted teverda MacPherson and


