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maerly %vere ranch more in request ; no library
being considered curaplete without certain
well-knovn and prominent authors-a Shiake-
speare, a Tillotson, a Josephus, a Whoale
Duty of 4 lfait, a Paradse Lo.r/, a Bible, or
Commeatary, a Boole of AMarlyrs, and a Pt
gri)?'s Progrets. Tîtese, uith their various
editions, ivere well-knovn by the Trade, and
there was then thse leisure to con thein over.i
But aoiv-a-days, -%vith, tise multitude of authors
and wvriters, %vîth tise cheapeniag of literature,
wvitis the facilities of tise post %vith its voluini- i
nous correspondeiice, and tise rail wîitli is isur-
rying crowds, there was no chance, nu uppur-
tunity for the book-seller or assistant te
acquire that solid information regarding tise
bootcs and authors of tise day, not to speais
of those of thse days gone-bye. In suggest-
ing a remedy, %vhîch it is conceived is not1
impossible, notwithstanding tise deniands of1
tise present day on tise youager bretisren in
tise Tracle, very good counsel is given. It is
urged tisat more attention be given to their
ovn professional culture, in acquiring an
intimate knovledge of our literature, ia
studying specini branches aad se on ; but
particularly it is urged, and priniarily, te
attain a knoivledge of Bibiliography-first
general, tisea special-and to study it as a
science ; and, Nviti a view te proinote this
and to test thse possibility of any good rcsult-
ing fromn the attempt, it is proposed by
T/te Lonzdon .Bookseller te offer a series of
prizes for tise best papers, collections, or
essays upon parti-eular subjects, tise first to
be iiamed la tise February number-tse coin-
petition to be open te British or Colonial-
bora booksellers or bookseîlers' assistants.

As hailing from tise battle-field of the
Trade in tise old ivorld, and retaining a kindly
interest in anything affecting its welfare, and
possessing a profound pride and a pardon-
ably groiving une i the Trade, tisougis almost
at tise e tremity of its circulation, m1e
heartily thank Mi-. Whittaker for his consi-
derate thought, isis kindly suggestions, and
isis generous offer ini thse intereat of tise young
mien of tise profession. Irvi isas toucised a
subject much tisougit of L-v thse present
irriter-tse professional educad~on of the
TÉrade--and it ia gratifying te us to have isad
tise opportunity ia alludîng to tise admirable
article in question, te, bring tise subject
in these pages to tise attention of tise Trade
ia Canad,-t

In a neiv country, and in a traddbut young
ia unr midst, it la trué, mve do iiot looit for
ttiat professional culture and that intimate
acquaintance %vith the Bibliography, far les
iviti tise corntens o;f tise works of tise age,
iicis is looked for amiong tise Trade at its

centres. Stili we would urge on book-men
and their assistants the policy of acquiring

a knowlcdge of their Trade, as wvell as the
pleasure to be derived fromn tie studies con-
nected ivith thse varions branches of tiseir
profession.

The counitry, is rapidly poing ahead, extend-
ing its borders, acquiring new territory, cmii-
gration is flowing in, population settling, and
wvitiî education advancing and the desire for
reading growing arnong the people, tise book-
sellers of Canada are destined to play an
important part as educators of the people,
and iii advancing the intelligence and moral-
ity of thc nmasses. Hence tise importance
and tise ner.essity that nmen in the Trade
should be educatcd, and be alive to thse neces-
sities of tise progressive times in wvhich we
live, to take advantage of any opportunity
occurring for thse advancernent of their trade;
to pusis connections here and there ; to, im-
prove their facilities for procuring thse wants
of tise community ini which thecy arc located;
and te lead anid quicken the tisought of their
neighbourhood, wvhich wvi1I ail tell te their
own personal interest and importance> aad to
thse welfare of the country at large.

LONG CREDITS.

There is a subject connected with thse mode of
conducting business in tise Book Trade in Canada
,%vliei we desire to bring before its macrber8, and
ive trust that in ventilating thse subjeet in these

ffpaes we ay be able to bring about a change in

be irise and adrvantag-eous for aIl-visolesale na
retail men-to endeavour to, remedy. Thse trntis
le, thse evilisl a widc.spread one ln thse country,
ond tise buuk-trade are not, alune lu fostering and
perpetuating tho e vil. It more or less affecta ail
trades, and has had its existence, nu doubt, in
the lack of capital, thse higi rates of înterest, as
wvell as ia thse over-crowding of people in business.
That it la an evil, we prestine no one ii dis-
pute--operating injuriously in a thoussaad 'iays,
and one whmcl evcry day shows to bc disastrous
in it'. coasequences. To tise imnporter it la an in-
justice, as he cannot a«ford it ; the length of
credit allowed him by thse manufacturer, not to
speais of the tirne coasuied ia the transit of the
gouds imported, anid thse tinie le may rua on ere
tise goods finnd a eustoxer-being wlthin tbat, in
mnany instances, a1loNved by him to the retailer ;
and in the case of inîporting froni the States, it
is elearly su, where all aceounts are adjusted
innty 'rhon to, this has to, be added the risk

mun, after the sale le made, dutring the six and
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