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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.
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Streams from Temperance Springs.

We have reason to know, that many of the ¢ Streams” we
have diverted from various * springs,” have exercised a beneficial
effzct on the moral field of our much loved Canada. A friend
has handed us & paper, with which wc have not the honor and

advanlage of an exchange, but which we have generally the
privilige of conning over.

It is the *¢ Zion's Herald and Wesley.
an Journal,” published in Boston, and now edited with great

ability by the Rey. D. Wise, From that Journal of OctoberA 27.
we cut a stream, which we are persuaded will greatly assist in
irrigating our country and thereby proamote the growth OfA sound
opinions. Wa consider the article one of the best expositions of
** The Liquer Law,'" and definitely answers the question, ** Ought
it to be sustained.” Reader we advise you to read this carefully

through, end then prepare to give another stroke on the head of
the snake, which yet infests our land.

Naturalists assert the power of the snake to fascinate birds,
and even small animals. A writer in a British magazine affirms
that he saw a squireel, one day, with its hair erect, as if greatly
terrified, running backwards and forwards betwecen a ereck and a
tree. It retreated to a less distance from the tree at each suc.
ceeding trip. This strange movement led the gentleman to alight
from his horse and to seck ils causc. Approaching the tree, he
beheld the head and neck of a large snake protruding from a hole,
with its eycs glaring steadfastly upon its victim. Presently the
affrighted equirrel ceased running, and quietly laid down, with his
head close to the snake’s mouth. The snake now seized his fase
cinated foe by the head ; wheu the gentleman struck the destroy.

er a blow un the neek with his whip, and the little trembler was
released,

Now what would be said, providing this power of fascination
extended to men, if certain persons, for greed of gold or love of

cruelty, were to introduce such snakes into our cities, and thereby
destroy the lives of numerous citizens ?

Would they be tolera-
ted? Nay! Would not society rise up in self-defence ; and pro-

nouncing the snakes and their keepera to be insufferable nuisan.
ces, would it not destroy the former and cffectually punish the
latter? Would such an action be delayed an hour 7 Would any
sane man question the right of socicty to take such defensive
action, providing it were done according to the forms and re.
quirements of law ?

Now, we place the liquor traffic and the liquor law precisely
on these grounds. The former is a aocial nuisance—the latter a
jugw\rocedure on the part of the community to rid itself thereof.

«Who will question the verity of the first “assertion ?

Who will
deny the destructive influcnce of the liquor traffic on socicty ?
Assuredly no man, w

ho regards his reputation for intelligence or
truth would dare to do so.

Voices unnumbered—voices of wail-
n g and sorrow, from lordly halls, and plebian cottages—{rom alms

ihouses.and prisons—vyoices from the lips of suffering childhood
and ruined age-—from daughters, matrons, mothers, widows,—

from de.r.s of buman ruin—ves, and from hell itself, would thun-
der terrible contradiction in his cars!

i through the passions, caprices or cupi

dity of unprinciple?’ ‘::':é'
viduals ? ‘The legal prohibititions of lotteries, of;o\g:ltﬁ; e
of gambling houses, of the sale of obscene books= and pr T ha the
found on the statute books of ncarly every ‘commomvv:a hen ma
Union, are examples of the excreise of this right. W d? the provh
it not properly forbid the liquor traffic? \Vher?- 3 amitte
sions of the liquor law transecend the estabh?hei an ) Svilized
right of government, as understood and(pracnse( ina ¢ fheir 2P
communities 7 There is nothing new in them, eXCe!I)csu“mw
plication to this peculiar traflic ; and, Aad_mnlmg the o lenge
influence of this traffic on society, it is unpn‘ss‘\?]c ‘Oh Cri nifale
their legality, without, at the same time, questiomng ‘b(;/ guth a8
ness of & multitude of other laws, hitherto unguestionable afully
to their constitutionality and utility, 'This cannot be sucet S ach-
done. Similar laws will still stand unimpeached and ummex}l "
able. And while they live, the liquor law cannot be set @
legal quibblings, or by judicial deeisions.
OBJECTIONS TO THE LAW.
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But notwithstanding all this, the liquor law still haZ l‘f: the
gailants. 1t would be strange if it had not. Tt BHHI sﬁ The
way of the passions of many, and of the profits of o qu.ﬂ an
children of mammon hate it, because it injures thgud clr‘c <’;c of
the slaves of lust cnrse it, because it renders the indu g&?m‘ .
their depraved appetites difficult. Hence they cry out EE o
and, were it possible, they would pour upon it such & 0?(] o
ignominy and reproach as wounld render it first a byfe ‘\‘»"1 E;u'ush
then anullity. They try to make it appear as hatefu a‘; Sy
the manstrous spectre, which, according to the Gree g
Hecate was wont to send abroad to frighten travellers,

15 IT A SUMPTGARY LAW !

sump-
-By such as these the liquor law has been (.!emmncc..d ;:: 3, q(;lrinlk
tuary law. ‘1t interferes, say they, '* with our “R“c "
what wo please, and is, therefore. arbitrary gnd despo Gaence of
This denunciation is false. It betrays either \hlfa aia ot i
knowledge or of truth in its authors. The liquor tda\: law 7 Tt
any senge, a sumptuary law. What 18 a Sll““l’l“l OYI_ shall not
prescribes what articles of diet or clothing men sntt et was
cat, drink, ar wear.  As, for example, in France, furm,e y‘velve‘v
enacted that none but princes should eat turbot, or ‘; ?“]‘; rescm-
or gold lace.  But what is there in the liquor law w !l"c e o
bles this 7 It forbids no man 1o drink hquor! It 'm:e( W et
man from using it in his business, if its use‘be Lhereurle “1{0‘_.8‘
1t even provides a way by which he may readily procure b e it
medical, mecchanical, and artistical uses. Jf he ch(,v_oscsmnng y
as a beverage, this law neither prevents him from }lqmp'vale e
nor denies him the right of manufacturing it for sue ‘E":m " iole
It merely forbids him from selling it—from making i: ane booke,
of trafie——just as other statutes forbid him to sc\‘l o Slc oy Taw !
poisonous food, or lottery tickets. 1sit thena .sutﬂ{ll’ "" lEver}’
Nay! The principle of the sumptuary law 18 l?}) 'l]{ vor. The
man is left entirely free as to the fact of drinking hq

: rehan:
Jaw only makes it contraband as an article of common mer
dize,

THE LAW AND THE RIGHT oF SEARCH.

1t is too late in the day to
deny a fact so terribly patent to all ey

es, that THE LIQUOR TRAL.
FIC I8 THE GREATEST SCOURGE OF MODERN SOCIETY,

than war. It transcends the plague. These are but fashes of
feurful_ lightening which rush along the high-ways of life, Llasting
and withering ull the lovely and beautiful things which they tonch,
but paseing away when their work is done. This liquor traffic 1sa
DEMON, perpetually trampling upon all that is precious and good in
human nature ;

s and constantly belching forth flames of destruc-
The liquor law now spread upon the i
Rhode Island and M assa‘::huse!tsl,) is foundséat:::)nbai’i:sv?:wh})?‘?hcé
]iqyor traffic. It justly assumes it to be an unmitigated evil, and
strikes it to the ground, It inscribes it an the rolt of offences
aguinst society, and prohubits it, Tt enforces its prohibition with

fines, forfeitures, and imprigonment.

Who ean prove that thera is aught of wrong in this? Has not
society an unquestionable right to protect itself > Legal commen.
tators, judges, teachers of ethical seience and theologians, all
agree i asserling both the right and duty of government to con.
serve the public good by preventing or abating public evils. For
what ig socicty constituted, if not

to protect itself from suffering

It is warse

————
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. . vio
But it is objected by others, that this Iaw W"}’f@” f‘if’_c_‘t*;b ‘xln
lation of domestic sanctity., It permits d{mnruhl’U‘ ’l il's 'hnus(‘-
thereby neutralises the proud boas! of the 1rc€m§l“,,§ A 0“ onents
is his castle,and may not be invaded ¢ My enemics, m)‘ SE)L e
of the law, asserte, * have anly to swear they susp‘cc“mrécc i
straightway I am subjected to the annoyance a“; S vate
having my houvse searched hy police officers, and wy p

8 . g ism
stock of liquors scized and destroyed. What could despotis!
do more ?”

i o
This is partly true and parly false. ‘The law does Prml;ki;?r:g”{n
right of scarcling privata dwellings. Bul is this a HT\ N
rec governments 7 Do not aur statutes anthorise "e“'c;i‘.‘;a oneys
to seek for gaming implements, obecene buoks, counteriti 1";‘qu he
and stolen preperly 7 Why unot denounce thege laws ? her sta-
liquor law guards the sanclity of home more then any ’f‘q‘eq the
tate which recognizes the right of search. 1In other eases arch
oath of a single person is snfficient to progure the issue of a fe(. )
warrant.  This Jaw requires the vath of three volers, befurc] “")c
building can be visited ; if a dwelling-house is to hi‘-'se"”'ht:‘ s 0%
of these voless must swear 15 his belief of a sale of liquor within 3
month, and to the facts on which that belief is founded. An
these facts must be such as 1o satisfy the mind of the magistraté
who issues the warrant.  fs there any danger of an improper exer-
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