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wilh wlîici>, tili rhetoric, liowever approved,
ilitst bide its dinîinied bcad; and pcrlîaps tie
highrst attestations ever gihon te, the powei cf
-t p)reccer, %ws ini tliis instance, %vhcii a wviil
audience rcfuised te hecar Iiiiii te a cloe'c, and
wvit1 oua consent arose and slici bis b. x)d.

TIhe sacrcd historiai> nowv inirodicos a voting
inan to oiir attention, whosec naine %va;t Saul.
Ife was oflcbreîv extraictionî, and wa-, born in
Tarsus, the chicfcity of Colida. Acc( ring to
the cuistoin of thie .rcws lie lcarîn<l a trade,
wluicii %vas Oint cfa tent-mnalier. Ile îvas cdui-
catod in the Gentile literature, and liail studied
the Miosaic institutions andi doctrines in tlic
city or Jeruisaleni. Fired ilt zeal f'or tie an-
dient glory of lus nation, lie cagerlv jointi in
opposil>g thie chutrcli. 1le liati lcept Lue clothles
orth Uic isscs whlo liad bcgun tie stoniiîg of
Steptien. and in, UIl persectotion wliil 1olluw-
ed, when aL mitnber cf' clîristiaits liad flcd te
iainascus, anied witlî a warrant [romn ie
Higli Priest, lie %vas proccedingy thîthier to bring
tlern bctifiditeJerusalericn. fViîcn lie hati coulc
near te the citv, a suidon liglit froin hecaven
suirroutndetl i hl, nni lie is .truclt down to the
groiiind, lie heuars a voice, sayingr 4 Suit-i, Sauil
why perseeutcest thou nwi,"' andtie saîid 'i MVi
art thoui Lord V' andtheUi Lord said 1, 1 an, je-
sus whoiiî thoni persecuitest, it is liard for tle

te kclinganstthepriks7Saul, trelibling, aslis
"1Lord whlat wiIt tlou have tue to do,*' wliei
liu is directeti te go into thiceity, %viere hoe rc-
inaiîîs tlirec days ivithiout siglit, and neithierdici
cat iier drinkç. It woultl appcar frcm lis o)%n
accouint of lus spirituial coîiflict at this titue,
that Sat was earnest in seekiinlg for sorne suire
groind cf' acceptance wvith God. Ile looliet
carefully inte the nature cf the lîoly comrnaid-
'nent, and lie saxw it te bc vcry brond, takringr
cognisance cf sin ini the hicart as wvell as iii the
olitwaTd cenîluet, se that ho seee te despair
cf salvation. It was wvlile in tli] state cf dis-
tress tliat Ananias, a disciple ut IJamascuis, is
sent te 1dm to preach the w'ay of salvation
through Christ. The mnessagre briiigs pence
andi consolation te bis seul ; lio is baptîzed, and
soon becorres the mest laboricus and successful
cf the apostles. Paul nowv begyan te preaclî
that gospel ivhich hoeconce destroycd, lu the
midst cf great persecuitiolîs fromn the Jews.-
Ho retired, it appears for tlîrc ycars unto Ara-
bia, andi on lus return te Jerusalem, the disciples,
net knevingr of his conversion, andi remenaber-
ing his previeus conduet, were withdrawving
froas hlm, ivhen ]3arnabas brouglit him te the
aposties, andi dcclared his vision cf Christ, on the
way, and hew ho bail preached boldly in Da-

nînscus. This oxpinnation reinoveti tlîeir scru-
pIcs, and Sautl was reccivc(Im asu fellov-luuborer
%vit> tiiena in the gospel. Ilere, licivver, the
Jcws were se set mîpon dcstroying lMin, that in
erder te savre bis 111,e, lus fricîîds condîîctod him
te Ctesarca, froîîî wlîcnce hoe vent te Tarsus.

By the hibers cft lic tîpostiee, the gospel was
prcaclîed, andà flourishing elmuirclhes planted
ilirotuglîctilt lTndea, and Calilce aud Saniaria,
anid wlîen it is rcîîîcîîbered. Unit thieso districts
were exceedingly popuilous, eue cannet but ad-
inire thie succcss or tie gospel in ibis ago as
ciniarmi witlî later tinies. Ilithorte the
apesties alid brcthren lu Jcrtisalem appear te
have bec» ignorant tlîat the Gentiles ivere te
be partaliers il-, conîinien wvîîhî the Jews of the
blcssings cf[la lbut o11 the conversion cf
Coriiebuîs, the Roîinati Centurion, andti s friends
by the prcacbing cf leter, tlîcy recciveti a more
cnlighlteneid view cff Ilie. exteuit cf thie Redeeni-
er*s ltîngdeîi, aîntd we arc tolti thcy glorified
God, because lec lîad grantoîl te the Gentiles
reptentance iiinn hf!c. lu conseonience cf the
tidings of this evcîtt bcing sprea broad, the
brothuren, vriîo wcrc scauc'.reti by the persecu-
tien tit aiose about Stpetrow begran te,
p)re.adl t'le gospelî te thec Grecls as svell as te
the Jewvs. ''incce>s attemudeti thîeir labors. A
in nîcireuîs ch îircli %vas î'l:mnitedl in Antioch, and

boere the disciples first assuuiiet the naine cf
cliristiins, thcreby testifyiîîg their relation te
Chirist, tlîcir intuster iu Ileavei,. Andi it is not
the toast. cf t1ieir christian graces that tlîey

ihuccl their cliarity te tbicir peor bretlîren ini
Judea iii sciiduin a lib-ral contribution by the
biands cf Barnabas anti Saul..

Ileroù Agrippat (brotlier te the noteti Horo-
(las eiî apî,eiiitcdl King ini Juden, by the

Roinaîii, begran te vex the eburcli, andi vent se
fur tîmat lie slow James the brother te John the
Bi'vangé elist, null thec fxrst apestie Whe sufi'ored.
Christ had spolien proplîetically of liman, that he
sheuti drink of bis cup, and bo baptized with
lus baptisai, anti now the prcplîcsy is fultilled
iu lîs martyrdona. IL would appoar thatbythe
instigations cf their leader.-, the Jevs generally
by this time liati becomo opposeti te, the chris-
tians, and Llerod, finding that lus conduot was
acceptable unte thena, preceedeti te seize Peter,
anîd slîit luuin up ia prison, uînder charge cf a
strongr guard cf soldiors. An angel rescues
hlmi from lis enernies, anti though tho guards
were withotblame, in the niatter cf his escape,
they are ordoreti te exeution. Herodihadithus
set iîîîsolf te figlît agaimîst God, and bis des-
truction, vas now at lîand. ]?rustrated in his
attcmopts against the apostles, he. wont dewn
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