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drawin« rieur te tho courts of' God's bouse, and bc-
take himsclf with, greater ardeur te dissipaste, by
fiat infidelity, Isis tinpleasnnt rellectione, and se-
cure wliat hoe catis lais pcaco of iaaid froms the inva-
sions of trutia.

Again, etich is the purity, and se broad tho mets-
sure of God's Inwv, as to producc alaost of neces-
sity, a disake and revulsion in the mid of the natu-
rai mani. The leaagth, and brcadltla of the dutes
whlich binfi the disciples of Christ, alarmi lais fcars
and reprove lais defccts. Tlae self sacrifice wlîich
they requirc, iii deemed too grent, yen, impossible
te be borne. If the terms of salvation laad been
casier, bis lier of divine triath would have been
4,-onderfully facilitateal. But lîov, for instanîce,
can bie brook to beconie humble, accordang to tlae
examplo and express precepte of the Redeemer?
Nothing clan be more at variance with tlae most
powerfui priaiciples of his nature and the endis
which hie has proposefi to himsself as nbsolutcly in-
dispensable te his prescrnt lîappinoss. This tirst
commandment of Jestie, therefore, wvere suficient
te turm the full tiale of Isis affetions aagainst the bc-
lief of tLe gospel.

Again, it is requisite for Maim that would become
wise tinto, salvation, to receive tlae trulli in Christ
with dociiity of mîxil, andl witiî meckness of hecart,
willing te lie les), as it were, by tlao bandl, into the
rond te beaven, praying, to be falîcal ivitla God's
love, andl te bo enligflateaical with. tue k-nowledge of
divine truth; nda surely no disposition anal practice
coulabe more becomsing in a ecature towards its
Creator, in him ivhao ivas fashioneid out of the dust
towards an infanste andl glorious Goal. But this is
net a rule whiea cars vcry rcadily commenia itself
te a persen, over-confidlent, in lais own wisdom.
Ife wilt condescend te be a believer ontly iii Isis
owu way, andl supposes laimself qualified to de-
moastrate the truth or falseness cf God's word.
Ile will Teed Isis objections, dernur andl staggrer at
cvery seniing obstacle, tilt lie becomes as bliîad te
the open madlianco that beams froein every pige as
ho that is hlind is te the beauty and magnificence cf
external nature.

In the saine mariner, it ruigbt be spoken cf every
other besetting sin andl sinful errer. Single or
combineal, they formn a barrier te the reception of
the truth inte tlao eul tlat cari ho broken down anal
renioved only by the power cf an .Almighty Cod.
Reason cannot zurmount thae fonce wvlicla innumm-
able sinful habits ]lave drawvn around it. It is car-
ried captive by every passion, or thîmust aside wvben it
refuses tojuadgo on tao side of inclination. ilai v*H
de wliatever 1 please," is the natural langue ge of

ery huanan bllenr; 6a 1 will believo only whlat
pîcases me," is its noelcss naturaI anal universal, sen-
timent.

WVlit tlaen is the main distinction of theo chris-
tiaia claaracter? wVlat is that wluicli is the chier
badge cf bis profession! la it tlarat ho loves to,
contcaaiplnte tiae znysteries et ch 'ristianity, that ho
roves iii imagination among tlae stately pillars andl
ilirougla the magmificent anal splendid apartments
cf tlae temple ? Or is it tluat lie las duly studical
tlae proportions of tliecalifice andl is acquainteal witla
its wvbole plan froms the foundation tipwvardg,
thirougla raIl its passages anal inmost recesses? Nei-
ther cf these censtittites t!ao chier distinction of a
believer. Neitlier the lof'ty imagination cf reli-
gieus tlainge, nor the schamp uardestanding of reli-
gieustraiths eransavethe mnnintlebourof hisneed.
Ilis gifts may pcrish wita lim and may only load
uM, in lais condemnatiori, with a heavier corse.-

Wbat then is tlaat, being possesseal of whieb, we
possezis ait thaings, andl wantirig wvbic, we yet want
ail tlairgs ? Tt is tlat wiaicl tlae Lord our Goalihas
proiniscdl in tluo text, Il1 will take away the stony
licamt out cf vour f.csh, anal 1 wilt give you an heart
of fleali."

A lieart of flesi is one of timose general expres-
sions %vhlai designate that great moral andl spiritu-
al change whicla is nt once the effect anal evidenco
cf faith. Is it net the great anal deelareal intent of'
the scriptures, cf tlapt revelation wvbieh Goal has
thuoro rccorded for our use, te prepare the heart-
te furnisa the seul with;irneetncss te dwell with him
in lcaven ? And is this prosent life cf believers
not manifcstly representeal as a condition cf proba-
tion, in whicb, by mianifoldl trials, by unwearied pa-
tiente anal constant endeaveurs there is, as it la
rcprcsented, a race te lie run, and se rori, as that
the prixe ho obtaincd-a worl, te ho acbievcd whaile
it is day, anaabattle toeofotîgbt. This beiig the
natuire cf lais ste, it is evident that the believer
wvill liave to encooniter and overcome a multitude
of dangers andl difficulties. Hie faith is ne faith
unlees it have the power te sanctify him, unlcss it
teacla anal dispose him te aie unte sin and live unte
rigbteousness-that is, uriless bis lieart is changeal,
se as te love wvhat Goal loves, which it aid net do
before, anid te hato what God bates, which it did
net de heforo. Else, whay in almest ever3' page cf
the sacreal word are thacre, precept upon precept,
anal lino uponi lino-moral directions inexpressibly
varieus and innumerable 1 Else, whîy do we final
stucha minute distinctions laid down fer us betwcen
tlae sins thjat; God abhors, and tlae nets of righteous-
noass anal irncy wbIich. ho loves 1 Anal why lins
tîaebelievor written for hîm an claborrate chart of the
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