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,NovitMiU 17. B.0. 1016. 2 SAm. 23 .1-7.
Golden Texi, 2 ,Sam. 23 : 5.

SFTER the battUe cf blabanaim, David re-
turned te Jerus ;iem. The arb cf Judah

welcamed him. Several vicoones over the
Philistines compietely restored bis populaniy,
ch. 21 :15-22. A I>salm cf thiankszrivingp was
written by hlm, at this time, ch. 22, f&rT ail
these blessinge. V. 1. Last uords-t;--i st
Peala ie over wrote, containing a praphecy of
the Meesiali and a description cf soie features
cf hie rcign. In the introduction Le deecribes
himef as the "Son of Je&qe," the youngest
child cf a paor farmer o*f fletblehem, now a
great King. It le viell te look auite the Tock
whenee vwe are liewn, Deut. 26: 5, le. 51: 1.
It keepe us humble. 1the rnan--raied tsp-the
contrast between hie hiigh, station and his fer-
mer iewly one, revived is ie ta God, Camp.
Col. 1 : 12, 13. Tite anoiited of God-Tbis is
stili botter. The oniy true greatuies je that
wbich God giveth, Camp. Eph. 2 : 4-6. Sweet
Psaliit-It je matter for thanksgiviag when
«cd gifts us with talents and opportunities te
use themn in hie service. Feor neariy thiree
theusand years the P8alms af David have been
sang by godly men, andi they are stili the
hzghest ex pression of God'à noblest; praise, Col.
3: 16. V. 2. T'he Spirit spake-Hore Davidi
claims, divine inspiration, lieb. 1 : 1; 2 Pet
1 : 21. V. 3. 1Thw God-Ilie Rock of Israel-
Soie have seen in these expressions an
allusion te the three persane cf the fly
Trinity, the God cf lerael being the Father,

* the Rock, the Son, and the Spirit, the Holy
Ohast. V. 1. HLe thct mdaeth-This je true cf
human rulers. Rings muet babjust andi govern
in.tbe ifear.f «cd, but froni whiat foilows ini v.
5, it is evident that the IlJustiluiler" le Chirist,

* Cnmrp. Ps.72:.2. Riglitousnes aud judginent
are the habitation cf Hie throne. Ps. 97 : 2.
.As ie lighit-Jesue le the liglit cf the world,
John 8 : 12. Tender graus -the brandli cf
the Lard, le. 4 : 2. A, ter ,rain-fresh andi
beautiful. V. 5. Mfy hbuse be flot so * -Tbere
were toc niany blemishes and sins in it te
apply te it the worde cf the Spirit, yet
David recails the "leverlasting covenant," Ps.
132 : 11, 12, whicii avidently peinteci te, that
I Son of David" Ilwhe wouid sit on Lie throne
for everniore. It is sure-the sure niercies cf
David, le. 55 : S. Hoe rested bis salvation an
God'e promises, Titus 3 : 5. Ourla reste on the
same fouadation. V. 6. Mère of .Blicl-He-
brewv idiom for " wicked mon." Thoy shaHLe
deait, withi as men deal with therns, Heb. G: 8.

* V. 7. .Zlmced ¶s7h iron-It hi said of Christ
that ho shall break the wicked with a rad cf
iran, Ps. 2: 1-9; Burned wilthfire-Oomp. Luke
19 : 27; Mark -.43-45 ; Iieb.'10 : 28-31.

NovnmB3nR 24. 13.0. 1015. 1 KiNcs 3 :5-15.
Golden Texi, 1:rov. 8 : 11.

1 AVID lind died after reigning forty years,
2- but before his deatly.hie liad Solomon

anointed Kitig, to preveuit the usurpation of
Adonijahi, ch. 1 : 34. Thie beginnixig of the
young King's reign praved the firmnese of hie
character. Re had Adonijah and bis feilow-
conspiratore put te, death. He aise punished
Shimei, who liad cursed David whea lie fied
frotu Jerusalem,, ch. 2: 25-31-46. This insured
the peace of the Kingdom. lie then caarried
an Egyptianl princes, and, going to Gibeon,
offered nianybýurnt-offerings te the Lord. V.
5. 14 a drearn-This agreed vith, what God

poied in 1,s'umb..12 :6. Many instances of
reeaions ini dreame are found in Seripture,

Gen. 20 : 3; Matt. 1.: 20, etc. That tixis is ex-
ceptionai, hever, ie proved by Peut. 13 : 1,
and Ecci. 5 : 7. Aisk--Uod knew tbatSoiomnon
loved hii", v. 3, or lie %vould not bave said this
to hima. A wîckeed mian, -vould have asked
same wicked thing, Coiup. M~ark G : 22. If wb
love Jesue, %va have th~e saine privilege, Johin
14: 13, but we must ask according te Hia will,

1 Jhn3: 2.V.6(. Greut Mercy-In a spirit
of humility, Solomon recalled the fact that lie
owed lus exaltedi position net te bis own
mernts, but te tho kîndcess of «cd te, hie
father. ]3lessed iiideed is the child who lias
a goed father, for Mie l)rowhse ie te us and ta
aur eildren, .Acte 2 .29. The children of
Christ.ian parents are, like Solomon, clildren
cf the covonant, 2 sam. 7: ] 2-15. V. 7. Ad
litile child -Conp. Matt. 18 :3, 4. V. 8.
Chosn-Ohristians aiso, glory in the grace that
mak-es thein "a chusen generation,"' 1 Pet.
2 : 0. God'e people ls aise a great multitude,
Rev. 7 : 9. V.l 9. .An understanding heart--
The hig.4est proof of ivisdom ie fouud ini the
cerisceusness of our iack of it. It will lead a
humble minci te ask for it, and te obtain it, if
as'%ed for4.a faiti, Jas. 1-:5. V.. 11. Longlafe
-r'hes-engeance-these are etili the chief
abjects of worldly moen's, thoughts, and they
den their possession the lieight of liappinesB.
B3ut Divine wisdom will make us prefer etemnal
life, the riches cf God's grace, and a bumble
trust in Ilis justice. V. 13. Riches and honour
-This was over and above wbat Solomon had
asked. Ced stili dees for Ilie peeple "exceed-
in,-lY abtindantly above ail thiey can ask or
think, Epli. 3 : 20. WVo asic fiir parden, aud
with it lie gives eternal happiness. V. 14.
Lcngt7eni tliy d(tys-Tliis promnise was given
canditienally, a-s ia Exod. 20 :12. Wicked-
iiess shertens life, Eue]. 8 13. Solomon
awaking, returneci te Jerusaleni, wvhere, before
the .Ark af the Lard, ho offered selemn sacri-
fices. V. 15. Burnt q.ffering-purely expres-
sive cf adoration, Lev. 1 : 1-10, ind peace-offer-
ings-that had regard te Gad, as a benefactor
te Ris creatures, Loy. à3: 1-5.
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