THE PRESBYTERIAN
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YALF LECTURES ON PREACHING. not resemblﬁ, but that it would resemble if it
R . . ! were something very different from what it iz

DY HENRY WARD BBECHER. would be not only to give me no conreption of
Continued the thing, bus to destroy any conception of it
A |which I might already bave. And to say to

TOE DIVINE PERSONALITY. me of the divine nature, that it comes near

el ' .10 intellection, but that it is not intellec-
As regards the divine personality, I speak of | tion ; that its comes pear to the will, but

it as distingnished, in the first place, from pan- | that it is not the will; that it comes near
theism, or from those things which tend toward | 1o bepevolence, but that it is not benevo-
an impersonal God. It is not necessary for me ijepce, is to annihilate my :onception of that
to go into & discussion of the idea that God 151 pyyre.  These terms whick seem to describe
the upiverse, as be bas been represented to be. | the Supreme Being to men, have the effect of des-
T only say that this idea is a_thing so seatiered, | troying the influence on their minds of the repre-
50 absolutely unconcentrated, that st is i effect | sontation which isenade of him.
a mere aunosphere, and an atmosphere o rari-
fied that inen capnot breathe it. It is ubsplute]y COMPLETE COMNCEPTIUN OF GOD IMPOSSIBLE.
without moral cffect. And although it may > | had occasion, last week, to call your atten-
scem to be very harmless, yey to sag - No God " 4160 1o that character of God which iS5 presented
’é tg,r,nc no worse thaa tosay, “Impersonal 5, ye 31th chapter of Exodus. Another des-

0d. Rt ler ofF 1

. . R cription of God is given in the Old Testament

_Next to this, [ rank w{z.:}.t.nrcha(lilcd.‘}hc E"i"i‘ *which I thiok is extraordinary when you regard
ries of “ the “."""°“‘ilb ‘a 1 uod.  Aen Lbe | the time in which it emerged—namely, the des-
almost a priory, that the divine nature musthe : .13 1ion which God gives of himself. 1In onc
so very high above ours that it is not knewable . 1,00 e says, «1 am that] am ;” and in another
by us. No person at all instructed in the Word | place, ©1 am bhe” Abstraction can be carried
of God ever teaches that we can perfectly under- o e iver than it is carried in these passages ;
stand the Almighty, but canuot the human, 4% ceems to me something astounding, fac
wind %”SP so much of the divine nature %""" “back in the time of that pictorial people—that
it shall know it in kind, if not indegree? May y n,oni0 of an old Semitic langusge, in which
we not know the quality of God's being, with~ (oorcihing was graphic and dramatic—to sce
out knowing xtshqunntxt_\ : ‘“:g W.;’ {"‘;t,l‘l"g‘i ' these di ~larations of God . that be transcends
i'_"ha" water ’?v W,&‘!‘ we 5‘3’ & drop ads Y r }o‘, “knowledge. and that he exists in bis own ab-
vow what the Auantic Ocean is made of, by (o3, 101y inapproachable totality; as where he
secing o tumblerful of water? Asfar as 1 gues, + o o0 " Subetantially, #1 am myself; T am all
a drop is the same as :?’c sc.‘:th!nq“s:x;m‘, BOLID o 'Tam- [ am beeause I am ; louk upon me
magnitude, but in quality. The rill that comes (.5 Gy o' y 4 N
running down from the scams of the ruck, and ‘?3;“’“""' e aad wouder ful, past all prunuacia-
the fowin sltrm " tgatlhcll-s}\t? hARe tlbc ’]'u,’!h' ' Continmally, there are such statements, and
T et th ! e T m}om\g ey others, declari g that we cannot hnow  God
river emplics—a ‘-'5‘; are i) pes v Thev cane | W0t perfection—that he is, in every respect, so
that is, they tell me what water is. ey can 'large and so gocd that no man canrise toa
not exactly tell me w ha;. Sh‘“."l: it “‘{’"mp]s’ YTy coneeption of lim.  This is declared, after the
?"{‘3" ILs power s, b‘:: LTo m .Ilcsc ldc?umc::;-r:: * manifestatinn of (iod in Christ Jesus, aud even
its constitucntelements justas 1 could from the \ g, cp 1< Jate ae the time of Paul, who says that
Atlantic itself. And although lhcrcd_xa_ much, " only soe God as thruugh’a glass, darhly.
that is unknowable élﬂ regard :_‘!t‘h?h. ;‘;::v"{)‘;'\\’o have the declaration in the st epistle of
ture, yet there are elments of it whicli Iy bE. 54, '« heloved, now are we the sons of God
known, and which, being hnown, make ita, ; : )

: . and it doth not yet appear what we shallbe.” In
power on the hearts and consciences efmed. 4 Corde the declaration is, “We are allied

To say to me that a thing is of a different to him as song™ and yet we have very little
colonr from anything that we know ; to teil me | intimation of wim} it is to have such a Father.
that its colour is magnificent, but that it is not , The largencss of it, the fullness of 1t, and the
white, nor black, nor red, nor green, nor blug, | grandeur of it, transcend our comprehension.
nor yellow, nor purple; to tell me thatit comes, = Bring me out of the Music Hall in Boston, one
nearer to red than anything clse, but thatit, by one, the magnificent artay of stops in that
does not come near to that at all; to tell me i great organ, and lay them on the trial-board,
thatit comes near to something that it does'and let a man blow cvery oae of them, first




