THE PRESBYTERIAN.

ble to circulate gratuitously several numbers
of our paper among Presbyterians who ,
wonld not otherwise reccive any infor- |
mation regarding oor Church. We com- |
mend this example to our friends, and |
would ‘strongly recommend them to do
likewise.

An old familiar landmark has disap- |
pesred. A beacon lit up seventeen years
8go, which has shone with increasing bright-
ness ever since, has suddenly gone out, and |
the watchman who bas during that long |
period faithfolly trimmed the Sfre has
abandoned his post, ill-requited we fear for
his disinterested efforts in behalf of his
Church. '

With no ordinary regret, says the Scots- ,
man, do we transmit to our readers the in- |
telligence that McPbail's Edinburgh Jour-
nal 1s nomore, and that its late publicher ,
seeks to hide his grief and forget his disap- .
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the cause to which it chiefly devoted itself—
the vindication and advocacy of the Church of
Scotiand. In s paper entitled “*Qur Farewell,”
the publisher relates the history of his maga-
rine—its establishment in consequence of the
generally hostile attitnde of the press towards
the Church after the Disruption, the distin~
guished contributors it drew towards it, the
many opuonents it hag survived, and the many
battles it has fought. ¢ We know well” he
continues, “ that we did this at the cost of
worldly wealth and quiet; iaat the position
we occupied as a publisher during the long
controversial warfare reacted injarious!y npon
our general business, and cost us many private
friends, and consumed hours thet might bhave

en otherwise agreeably devoted to useful
purposes. Enough of this cost in suffering is
known to those who have watched the strug-
gle , but we have st least the consciousness of
feeling that unselfishly we have laboured in
the common’ cause of religion, and not for
worldly profit or the clamours of popularity,
for we never received any pecuviary assist-
ance from the Charch in any shape or form.?
Mr. McPhail also announces that he is about to
“depart for o foreign and distant land, with
fittle of sunshine on our individnal pathway
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pomtment “in some distant land. i across the ocean.” We understand that a

This perodical announces this month its ; committee has been formed with the view of
own approaching demise, after an existence of | raising, chiefly among the friends of the Es-
17 years, during which it has often put forth , tablished Church, some substantisl acknow-
much ciever writing, and done good service to . ledgment of Mr.McPhail's services.

Fiterary  Hofrees, |

—

Gop's GLoey 1~ 782 Hzavess : ByWilliam  ters, both in the arrsngement and the mat-

Lzreen, DD., Principaland Primatius
Professor of Theolegy, University of '
Queen’s College. Dawson Brothers, Gi. |
St. James St., Montresal '

The work before us, several chapters of ;
which have alreadybeen publishedin “Good
Words, ™ is one of considersble interest. ;
1t treats chiefly of the higher questiors of ;
astronomy, and gives the reader a full idea
of how these questions are discussed by the
foremost thiokers of the day. Noris ifs !
learned writer merely a retailer of other;
men’s idess; he thinks for himself, and
maintaios and illustrates his opinions with
considerable ability. Igie; also writes in &
vary travsparentstyle—his thongh ta shining |
dmmgbu?tp as pebbles thro‘nghg z runmng
brook :—whil edleritig keenly into the

of his sublime subject, he at once |
enlists the enthusizsm of the reader ou its |
bebalf. Tiese are the qualities m & writ- |
er whick can render scicnce popular; awid |
thongh some maj be apf io suppose that
Principal Leitch is superficial, because Le
makes everything so plain and simple, thisis
far from being the case.  Many of his chap- |,

ter, must have cost him mach patient la-
bour and thought. The following descrip-
tion of a total eclipse of the sun will illus-
trate the elevated style he can command,
when his subject cails for it, and shows as
well the peculiar mental phenomens which
such & rarely witnessed event calls forth -

# 1t is bowever, when men sre massed to-
gether that the finest opportaaity is afforded for

| watching the effect of sn eclipse. Such

an opportunity was enjoyed by the Freach as-
tronomers, when observing the total eclipse of
1542 at Pespignaa. The observers were
stationed on the remparts with their instra-
ments ; the soldiers were drawn ap 01 & squaTe
o one hand, and, on the other, the inhsbitsats
were grouped on the glaciy, so that the siation
commanded the foll view of treenty ttoassed up-
tarzed faces. The astronomersdidnot failtowatch
the phaseyof feelinw in tha crowd, a3 well as
thove of the oclipde. The momtent the people,
withr rofoKed glabses 10 their cyes, marked thw
fitst-indentation o tht ¥at’s disc, they rxiped
a deafening shous of appl nuch in thé
way in which thé€y wonld salates militery hero,
or s popaler actér. TR moon graduslly crept
over the san, snd, for & copsiderable time,
there Wz notlilig observablé but the ordinsry
logquatity of & Prenich crowd., As the eclipse
drevw towards totality, the murmur of twenty



