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PRAYER FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLYJ
SPIRIT.

Isanam, Lx1v. 1.

Awaxs, Thoa Spirit, who of old
Didst £ire tho watchmen of the Church’s youth;
Who faced the foe, unshrioking. bold,
Who witoessed day and night th' cternal Truth,
Whoso voices through the world are ringing still,
And brivging hosts to know and do thy will.

Qh ! that thy fire sere kindled soon

“Tha swift from land to land its flame might leap ;
Lorp, give us but this priceless boon

Of fHithfal servants, fit for Theo to reap

The harvest of the soul, look down and view

How great the barvest, yet the labourers few.

Lorp, 1 our earncst prayer be heard,

The proyer thy Sox Himself hath bid us pray;
For lo!ht: chilgrcn's h:]:aris are s(tlxrred

1o every in this our darkening day,

To cry for help with fervent soul o l);:cc,

O btar ns, LoRrp, and speak: thus let it bo.

{Oh1 basto to help em we are loat ;
Scnd forth Evangelists in spirit strong,
Amcd with thy YWosd, a dauntless host,
Boid to atuck the rulo of ancient wrong.
And let them all the carth for ‘Theo rccTaim,
To ba thy kingdom, and to know thy name.

‘Would there wero help within onr walls,
Ohn ! let tby promised Spirit come agsin,

Befors whom cvery bamier falls,
And, cre the night, shine forth once moro as then.
Oh ! rend the heavens, and make thy presenco felt,
Tho chaing that bind us at thy touch wonld melt.

%nﬂ et thy Word hsve speedy course,
Throogh cvery land tho Truth be gloribed,
“Till all the heathen know its force,
And gather to thy churches far and wide 5
Apd waken Igrael from her sleep, O Loz,
‘Thus bless and spread the conquests of thy Word.

. —ILyra Gemanica.
-® _ii:ligiuffss sxiscelianp.
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The Rev. Mr. Van Reassclaer, whe was prasent
at the late Synod of Toronto, writes warmly in the
Gospel Blessmger :—

1t wis most gatifying to witoess the obliteration
ofthe class feeling bevwaen the Clergy and Laity,
the barrier secmed broken down under the influ-
ence of their frequent synodal meetings, and many
questions which bad previously been discussed under
sropg feeling, and with reference to the bearings
on tho ioflucnce of either class, were calmly settled
<o their just principles. The expressions of courte-
¢y towards the clergy on the part of the laity, and
vice ersa, and the readiness to concedo poinis which
Yitherto bad been tenaciously insisted on, were most
dilightfol tokens of the harmouy and peace which
Church Bynods and Conventions, by the blessing of
Gd, ere produeing.

It ‘was impossible to Took without the deepest ine
terest upon the gfar headsand furrowed brows of
those foithfol missionaries who, in the vigor of man-
bood, bad 1eft their bome for the waste places of
tke Western world, snd bad borne the burden and
bt of the day—tho companions of Mountiia and
odStewart.:

To a stranger, it was an impressive and affecting
fizht to behold the venersble Bishop, now in bis
80tk year, and at bis right, tho Senior Archdezcon,
ihe Ven. Dr. Stuart, who was ordained thres years
before the Bishop. They only remain of the fow
clrgy wbo, in the earlier part of this century, mia-
istered in the wilds of Upper Cavada, What won-
derful changes have they not witnessed!  Aud now
tbey have survived to seo a new, and, ot us fervent-
1y pray, sn improved era in the Choreh, which their

Lbrs and self denials aided, by God's grace, to

sound and nurture: May they still bo kept to be-
bold har leagthening her cords and strongthening
her stakes even boyond her presenf borders, and at
length receive the Master’s approval, ¢ Well done,
thou gaod aud faithful servant 1"

Ho acknowledges gratefully the kindness so re-
peatedly and so pointedly shown to the Church of
tho United States :—

It was delightful to seo tha spitit of barmony
which prevailed throughout their deliberations.
Those who have dreaded discussions as the result of
Church Syaods, especially with the lay clement ins
troduced, would have learnt s lesson not to be for-
gotten. Men were there who differed widely, yet
they labored together with one heart in the Church’s
works, and with a spirit of deference and conciliation
which produced the happiest resuts. N ) questions
of importance were decided in a partisan spirit, but
on their roal merits, and although some seemed to
bave an immediate berring on the favorite views of
many, theso wete not allowed for a moment to intera
fere.

The wise, firm, and temperato hand of tho vene-
rable and indefatigable Bishop was manifest in every
proceeding, aud the d eference paid to Lim was uni-
versal.  We hesitate not to say, thoc a more digaie
fied, self controlled, serious, and laborious body can-
not be found than the Synod of Toronto, nor oue
that better exbibits tho true spirit of the Church,
which is the genuine fruit of the spirit of Christ.

And most cboering and animating were the ex«
pressions of admiration, respeet, and love towards
oar Churc, uttored both by clergymen and laymen.
* That Chureh,” as a clergyman eloquently sid,
amid uncontrolled agplause, * with the vigour of
youtb, with giant strids, bas stepped across the con-
tinent from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and embraces
in berarms each State, from Maine to the Galf of
Mexico.”

** We must lcarn from you,” they were continu-
ally repesting, and meny wero the gquestions we
were called upon to apswer about our polity and
experience. And after overy expression of cordial
geod will and fraternal affection had been exhausted,
the Bishop closed the Synod with these worde, which
he may rest assured will be deveutly treasured by
us:—** 1 mugt also notice the kindness with whica
our brethren in t8¢ United States have always treat-
edus. Itis not a mew tbjog. X was trested with
the same kindness in 1816. There bas been a
growing sffection betwecn the Mother Church and
her daughter guily increstiog, and we can bardly
conceive the good that bas been done in ameliora-
tiog the fucliags of those two countries towards cach
other, and ¢ven in sofienivg the horsors of war,
when war has unfortmoately broken out; and 1
bope that the same feeling will go on incressing,
and that the spirit of amity growiog out of this unicn
hetween the Churches may extend to both countries,
and that we may have no more war with each otber;
and that the races of tho Church will continue to
flourish and spread, until they are extended with
their civilizing and Christianizing sway and mild
rulo to the Pacific Ocean.”—N §' Ch. Journal.

HINTS OX IREACHING.

Irisa great mistake, which msny preachers fall
into, (and not young preacbers altogather,) to sup-
pose that conversion will bs effected by simpld ap-
peals to self-interest—exbibitions of the advantages
of a religious life, or the disadvantages of its neglect.
There is a condition of spirit in which guch consi-
derations mway have determiniog weight, but they
canpot possibly originate any spiritual action. Res
pentance springs from faith in the love of God, in
Christ Jesus, nnd cannot result from self interest;
for self interest, for the life to oome, has no more
holiness in it than for the present life.  Faith is the
s&fritnal lifo_in constant exercise, and is the gift of

d by belief of the truth, and Jesus is the Truth.
The recurring to consequences, by way of determi.
ning the action of 8 wavering will, is well enough;
bat to arouso the will, tho trath must bo set before
raen. And thero is that in the baptized which will
resgond, in a greater or less degree, to the maoifes-
tation of tha truth. Jesus Christ is in therm, ¢ un-
less thoy be reprobate,” and when He is sot before
them thay will kaow and feel it, and thus, if in any
way they can, will bo led to ropentsncs.

T havo somotimes heard gormons of late, and from
differont schools of preachers, in which I have asked
myself tho question, ** What siogle thought or zu
gestion has that sermon which can in any way prafit
a single soul who has heard it1”” And yet there
was warrath and estrostness which, in o moasure
redeemed it from utter condemnation. But although
they koow not how little good they derived, it might
be said—

** The hungry shesp lcoked up, and wero Dot fed.”

Preachers should have confidence in the power of
the trath, set forth in the demonstration of the Spirit,
to cast down strongholds snd bring every thought
into subjection to tho obedience of Christ. I ~nce
supposed that it was good to analyze experiences and
consoiousness—to show men the operations of their
own minds—to exhibit the rationale of religion—to
snswer objections, and cavillings, and attempta to
rocove difficuities ; but I never found any edifica-
tion to result from such kind of discourse. Faith is .
the gift of God ; and faith i8 produced by setting
forth with authority the Truth who is its object.

Tt is not well, either, tu repeat too often the first
principles. Judgoe Marshall, I believe, once soid to
a lawger who was before the Supreins Court of the
United States, recapitulating some of the first prio-
ciples of law, ** Sir, there are some things which
this conrt may be presumed to understand.” So
in a Christian congregation it may, or should be
taken for granted in general, that ttey understand
toeir relation as baptized men and women—z, e.,
their Catechism. they do not, Jet it be taught to
them as plainly a8 possible, and then be assumed a3
the basis of all further exbortation and instruction.
When the milk, which is suitable food for babes, is
fed out continually to men, they grow weary of it—
they cease to regard it with tho same reverence, and

thez zro conscious that they are not.growing-sirong i

and vigorons by means of it, The doctrine of Bap-
tism has an importance which cannot bd orErestims.
ted, but wher it is continually in a formal way
dwelt upoo, it fails to edify. The Church ig to
leave the principles of the doctrind of Christ and go
on unto perfection—not to bu continually laying
again foundations, but entering into the higher traths
which tho initiafed should understand.

A still ;ore serious fault in preaching is to deal
witt: tha truth as if it neceded to be proved to be
trae. Tho very suggestion of the possibility of the
Christian faith beingthe subject of 2 doubt or needs
ing an argument in its defence, is ap absurdity.—
There bas been a time within the last century whea
there zecmed to be occasion for some such discourse,
but that was a time when the clergy peeded the ar
guments almost to convinco themselves, and is not
to be taken as a rule of action. The theological
literature of that period has no practical utility for
us. It was an 2nowalous state of things, which was
death. Wo have leamed better things. Our work
i3 to testify to the truth, not to treat with bapiized
men 23 if it were possible that there were no here-
after. Faith is belicf of testimony, not conviction
resulting from evidence, and the only condition of
mind which is at ali favoursble to spiritual progress
is that which receives the truth by faith. The
Church aud the Ministry in the Church is eent to0
“ testify the Gospel of the graco of God.” Tho
word is to beeuttered with authority, whether men
will hear or forbear. The preacher who sets cut to
reason with men as to the {ruth or reasonableness of
what is propounded to their faith shows a want of
appreciation of his ministry. St. Paunl ** reasoned
with the Jews,” butit was on the basis of their
own Scriptares—and the samo kind of reasoning is
of use now, but tbis is not what I now refer to. It
is o process of reasoning for the truth of God apon
abstract principles, apart from revelatian, which, I
conceive, saps the very foundations of faith. It is
warso than useless. The preacher bad better be
silent, and *‘send the people away” when the
prayers are done. .

* 1 might extend these remarks indefinitely, but
bave, perhaps, ssid enough on this point. It is to
bo regretted that public opinion exacts s0 much
preaching from the clergy. A sermon well construes-
‘ed demands a much larger amouat of thinking and
of focling than from its length might be supposed,
and 8 man’s capabilities io this respect aro limited.
Ta a given time be can only produce a given amount



