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¢ Ts the Church bk oned unto ahiouse !

you reprerent it under tho figure of 3 famlly t.
" hebold vor fledeemer paying the trsbute Ay its master,
«mb afier hun cowmes Pricr as his n‘prcscnhuve
the Churel a bark ?
Redeemer who jnstructs him.
which we are diawn fram the gulph of Sin represent-
ed by a fisher's e !
who draws 1, the uther disciples Tend thenr id, Gt it
48 Peter that prvstms the fishes 10 dur Rodeemer,

1% ot 1s hiead
dom !
et shudowed ader the symbol of fluck and 0 d b
Sarst Peter v tho Shepherd, and Umversal Pastor
., nnder Jesus Chrst,?
o Dise, 42, .
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the foundaten of a rock, which 15 Paer.

Is
Feter 131ts pilot , and i s our
Is 1ho ductrine by

s Pugr who casisw, Peter

Is
Chureh iepresonted by an embassy ! Sain Peter

Do vou preler the hgnm of a l(lng-
Saint Peter éarncs s koys, In fine, will
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Dy the Right Rev. Joux Muoues, D. D, B
#dop of New York, on the lmportance of leing
in Communion with Christ's One, Holy, Catho-
ke, ead Apestolical Church,

Lrrran 1

Bax Reaors i~

. Aflow me ta conaidor you, as one of those
wot in communion with the Chureh, to whom
these Jctters arc addressed ; and let me cntreat
of goa, to meditate vn ther contents, as if they
were written fur youreelf, alone. ‘They are die-
tated, on my part, by a spitt of cheruy, sofar
as I can be conscious of motives, for 1 should
-have but hitle hopoof- Ileaven’s pardon, I1 }
were capable of writing wiuh any other intenuon,
than that of bringing yeu 10 the kuowledge and
profession of the whole truth of Chnsuamty, in

chis life,—a2s the appomted tcans of conduciing =

you 10 the cajoyment of etenal happiness, in the
Betier Jife which 18 to come.

2. 1 do not mean to notice these trisial writ-
nas which arc published, from tuse to ume, out-
side of, and agast the Communion of the Ca-
thelic Charch, The effecr, on vour mud, if they
ptuduce any, is to prejudice you against a fanh
ertuch you do not believe , and to uasetsle, pee-
plex, and confuse you, 1a teference to whit you
do believe.  Besules this, the rrcans empolyed 1o
produce these results in your uimi aud feeiings,
are genesally unworthy of Christian writers 1|
you ara at all familiar with the stvle and manner
of these anu-Catlivhic wnungs, you must have
poteaived that they are remarkabie for lesuty ,—
that 3 sneer, 3 sarcasm, & hitle ancedote, 2 stroke
of udicvle, s decaied by their auvthors 3 sufiicient
argument fur that world of readers on  whom
they 1ntend to nshe ag unptessivn.  On Catho-
s, Ict mc assute vou, they inzke no uupression
whaiever, eacepiit be ouc of regect and puy.
What they put forth of real objection to the
Catholie 1clizion, has been sad,—and better
stid,~more than two hundred years ago, tnd has
Boen often and ofica, sepeated simce.  Bat this
alic has been oiten. and often, refuted—so that
aow, there 15, absolutoly, nothing new, ia the
way of objectivn to the real doctrines of the
Churct.

JIn this statement of the caso, dear Rcadcr, do
wot accuse ms of 3n att 10 I you.

W mers an tho (;l.uuh—u.al 18, iho Soctety of
inen, onginally constituted as above,—have al.
wave maintained the sthanause answer to this
great uestion.  Wrters out of the Church, with
rare escephiana, hiave always asdcrted the contra
ry  Luule, if anyihg, now, canbe soid at this
ume, on ether part. The wnters outsido the
Church have, indimadually, their own muode of

T poorapoppepn

theira, of sustainmg the dufence. la prosenting
the case, and discussing the quesuon asl pro-
posoto do, in the fullowing Leiters, 1 shall,
whenever I deem it right, Tepeat she aguments
of hose who have proceded me, using occasiona)
Iy, ifthat be possible, snme of my own,~and
presenting the whale in my own, indimdusl, way
of viewsng it.  In doing so, I ehodt endeavor uat
to nse a singlo word or epithet, net essential to
the truth and force of my argume a, which may
gve pa.n. My fixed resolution, with the grace
of Gad, 18 to cmploy no such word. But af,
through human weakness, 1shal! be found want-
sag al any umeto thiy resofution, § crave your
iedulgenca to advanco. .

3. Wien Chnst came on the earth e did not

underiake 1o refute, but on the conteary, profess.
cd to confirm, what God had revealed, and what
hiad | ten believed by the Paln:m:hs, and the
Jowish peoplo. He did vat como 1§ appose hoyd
fo fulf!, what had been diriuely foreto!” by the
Praphets.
- Ho come ta be the perfedt. but suil. intermeds-
ate, 1erm of thattr.e, divine religion which, flom
the Fall of the haman race, had ns type and
simbol of anteipstion, s the jeesent . its aub-
stanice, and qealty, 3a the futuse, The same
events on winch the Hope of true behievers rest-
¢d, befure the coit ing of Chrnist, constitote the
ground-wark of Fartn, fir oli true beitevers,
afiee the accomplishment of His minsion, o the
carih—so that, the coming of the Reduvcmier, as
e came, was not Jess essenual 1o confirm and
seal the teuth of the Jewish Rehigion, vaul thea,
than 12 was 10 lay the everlasting foundations of
of ilis own special ciurea,  But thero 15 alns
differeace, that w hereas Clinst was only ryprcal-
Iy present to the Jews, before His coming, He 1
ciernally and substanually preseat with Chroste
ans,~ IDis espousals with Ihs Church, nihe
Sacramnentai fustitutions wath w hich He curnchied
and adorucd her,—Insuitutions, proudsd fur the
spirttual he of her children, the guardianstup
ard sdmuustration of which are hers alone.

Pay atiention, dear Reader, 1 pray you, to
what tns Blessed Saviour sad, 20d did, while
on canth. Vs, at least, caonot he objected to
by wrniers outsido the psle of the Cathohe
Communioa. Ou ths centrary, they would unmiie
with me 1n recommending you to study the words
aad works of the Redecruer—and 2t Uus stage
of the nvestigation, it s Juportant that you
sheuld do so. Now, in domng rhis you will ob-
serve that our divine Lord, in addition 0 the
signs of tho Propheey, recordcd in tho 0d Tes
and as faliheg 2 poruon of them,

Tha whojo outaurst of pretended argumcat,

with which 1ho Returmezs, as they are now al-
omost ironicatly cailed, hed the chususn
prorid, was:{eisurely resicwed, and logieally, as
el as lhoolngxcanly, refaicd, b)'-(nnt o name
thers)—the b Wal '
scant, Belfarmine of the Soc:cx) of Jesas, and
Mothers.  Stnco that peniod, there have, of course,

boea maoy names appended 1o the hiad, oa both

mdes § but The Quc:mm i dispute has crer

aror womaiued 1hs aame .

" 1Is the Catholic Rdtgwn the same which

+ 28rist vevoaled 10 that Socicty of men who adhered
1 00,28 teacking when He wos oncaith v

, | behiesed,~—athers refused to beliere.

wrought diracles, to agtest tho divinity of His
character and mssion.  Haring established this,
by indisputable ovidence, Ha oatered on the funa-
uons of His pobl.c offies, a8 a toacher from God.
e addressed tho peey o of His nation ;—some
Tire be-
fiovers bocamo Iis diseaples, Among them were
some whom he called by 3 more specific and
porsonal invitauon to follow him.  Suill, they ro-

prescoting “he objection , the wrters witln have |

of lhs l\mrx o, Huy were Apn stles, chosen
and selected by hin, o carey 1its words and
foths 1o the enda ofll.e carth, and perpetuate
thear through sl ages, unnl .he consummation of
ume. Yo long as ho retnamed on carth, fhey
shated his lessons, and hung on His hips, 10 com-
mon with the rest of e * multitude,”’ but wi
He should seturn 10 Ihs Father, they wero to be
1is teachers, seatto all naunns. To qualify
em for s, He hept them more around
His person, as friends and saumates.. Mach of
ﬂls discourse, as reenrded by the Frangehsiais
sddrf:sscd to them cepecially, and exclusively.
1e thus distilled, day by day, lus divine ustruce
gions inte their hearts, and 1t was pot without 3
providential purpose that He permitted 1them to
gxhsbitauch vagueniess of hehef, such dulluess of
domprehension, as showing the nctural tweaknsss
of human powers 1o understand diving thinps—
antl the day of Pentccost ,~when the Holy
Glost hindied the fire of the Apostlesin their
souls, 20d by ats hght, the natural darkness of
!xcn undesstanding o regard to heavenly things
Masremoved, and all truth, whatsotrer ther
foaster hiad s3id o them, was brought to their
pind.
%5 But twelve Apostles, invested with egual
thoruy, tmght disteed the order, and defeat the
&m‘l‘l which thar Lord had appotated them to
c;lnl-h.sh and vecare. Ihic hangdora was to be
d¥e—united n itself—Fhs sheep were to e com-
piacd in ** oae {old,” uader ** one shepherd,”
20d nnt under tuvite.  Accordingly, out of the
twelve, bang all Apostles, and, as such, equal
10 diguity and avthornity, IHg sclected one, Peter;
and 1 wdditen to the Aposylestup, which ha en-
joyed lihe the others, conferred on hnn specaal,
ungular, erd ndiaduel, prerogauves and power,
whicl had not Ueenconferred on the other cleven,
ether s;ugularly or collectively ,—z0d, 2s our
Lord hiad said mary things to the molutude, at
large, and suime thiags to the Aposiles alone,--
30, alsa, He addressed many ustructions to the
Aposiles a2s such, ancluding Peter, and sowe
things, t0 Pcter alone, in which the others had
no direct lot or part. Satan, he swd, desired
thein, (all, ) that he might sift them as wheat,
bat He prayed for Peter, that Jus fath might rot
fa ; and that he, vewug once conserted, should
coutirm lus brethren.  "The efficacy of thus pray-
crof the Man-God, has been realised in ths
Chuich, from she days of Cepl:as humself, through
the whole hino of Ins successurs, down to the
cxerciee of the Chief Apastleslep, in our own
tumes, by tho great and rilustrious Prus 1X,

6. The epitomz of the foundaton of the
Chuich, orght 10 beto you, dear Reader, a sub
Jeet of carnest intestiganon. It involves the
great outhne of her smritual orpanization, her
outward policy of unson, 50 tu cal! i, as appoing
cd by Christ. Al were Lelievers and professors
ot His doctrives.  Some appointed teachers
thercof, 10 preservo it for thuse who behoved al
ready, 2ad preach it to thoss wha did not,—and
ane, fur the sake of unity and order, 1o be so-
preme of the ‘‘somo’’ teachers, and over the
“all” believers. Nearly two thovsand years
heve since rolled by, and vet thus is suil the
{ horeh's form.  Other 1astitotions have, mean-
white, taken ther rise, run their sarcer, of a few
cegjunies, at most ;—hase flounished, aod faded,
and}-i:amd away, whilst she, tho Chureh, has
returned, ceen in her extended rolations to the
*“cnda of the oarth,’” her pristine form 2nd or-

main confounded in the ranks of diszipieship,ig
eall Ho distingaishes them feem tho rest, by 3
higher order of v and then

Aposiles.  Hespeaksto tho mnltituds in parables,

bulto them He makes kaowo the mysienes

i as ived feor the hand of her Di-
vins .l'oundcr. or,. as tho Fathers woold express
it, 28. she camo.forth from tho wounded side of
ier Spoust aad Lord, on the Cross.

was complete, at tha moment of khs Ao:ﬁq;jon
wto Heaven. Bat, asto tho dwno ccogomy,
by which He waould kindlo up the clemguts of
herfexistence intc  mwal life apd acuripy, ghe
was not meant 1o hzve been complpte, poulhe
fiery tongues of the holy spint shuuld Juscend
on the Aposttes, to hight tho 1ngxugnuishable
Jamps of their nussion and misispry.  Frow has
day. all the mewnuers of tha Ghneeh:degan to,vn-
derstand, 1n a seuse far higher and loljor tham
“flesh and blood had rovealed,”’ their wmutgal,
subuidipate, and harmonions, xelations,ionq to
another.—Sach is the outward tnodel of epitijeal
gov Pr d by our blesscd Saviour fur
the nurposo of preserving cerf~iuty of docirine,
and unity of spint, among the members ofthe
soctety founded on the belief of His dmne uh—
ti0n8 to man.

8. This society is Hia Church, All ¥is bas
promises are tnade to her. She is the Y pifte
anid ground of truth.? Her divine hullder‘ia.
ter foundations on the rock of Pcler, and” W' B
gates of hell shall not presail agamat hcr » r.
her mwisters, as tis mprcscnmxvu, ity [lo
the kays of the kingdom of lleaven. WHoer
should ** hear them, shodldhear Him," w“h
should not hear them, should Le ag “ ghde
#nd a publican.” ‘They ahoold teweh alin (‘37
and He would be with them, all days,_
the consummation of the wotld. They' reach-
ed His doctrines to a world buricd §p sigls pro-
judice, and error; and 3s often as lhel’ord of
1ife took cfizct, and faith began to gro; io the
hears of any ane, it was nceeseary that ) sHoeld
protess lis belief, and seex admlssxonnw}ho
existing suorety of the Church, by the gt4 there-
of,—~Chustian Baptism. )cmg onco «tered, he
was nade partaker of all the fullnes, ol‘tm\h
and all the treasures of grace, which uhm‘ has
provided in tha Church, and pot ogof Her, for
the sanetification of those wha woul be saved.

9. Youmay have been told tha the Church
hecame 2 fafse guide, and thus ffl away from
the purpose which Chnst ingtitotd her to fal61
oud accomplish.  Lut, ahthough ¢ ach slatcmcnll
may hasc made an impression ooyuur mmd, yet,
on reflection, you will perceiva that this is nos
only 1mprubable, but that,—if Christ i3 troe
,—it is impossible. Vfe, poor monals,
have some Lnowledgo of thugs past, but the
kavwledge of things future, 1s wisely concealed
from us. Not su, howerer, are wato judgeof
our divine Redecmer. As the Go& -man, ail
shings were prosent 1o his mind., The Churck
and ber teachangs, through all ){cnera(wns thea
futurc, were necessarily knowd to him. {fshe
were to te, a1 any tmnc, an ering Church, He,
as a divine tustructor, should not have referred
tus disciples t0 her gudance and communion.
That ho did so refer 1hem, is indispuisble; wo
that 1f you believe i Chnist, you must beliers ia
s Church—and 1f you reject his Charch, it mpet
be because yoa have aet entre coafidenco in
words and pr That } who do not
behievo 1o lum, should adopt this line of atgu'uwu
would not surptise me , but thet it should bs 13k~
cn up and urged by those who belicve to profess
1 Him, although cut of the commurion. o! the
Church, 15 indecd an 2stonishing and’ Pamf.!
considersuon. It isthe samo as xﬂhey sa.d.
¢ Chyst directs you o be guided, by the, Chu\th
24d 1a ordor to affurd divino )ccumy [qr,'”cc
faith, He has promused to be ¢ with tho , oinislers
ofthat Churchall days,, forcvcx. But }g&ﬂl
you not o put confidesce ia.] His wards—-lfghn.
nothing to do wuh bis Chnrch—!o fiy_[iom her
commuaion, ¥ you bclong to n,:-aad 19 kyep
away if yoa do not.”*

7...Asta form, order, 3nbordination, theChurch
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10. If you 310 10ld tbag you have Ahe,iw
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