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WINNIPEG, JULY 13, 1901.

SOLVING THE DAIRY
PROBLEM.

The oxtension of raflways through-
out the country scems lkely to solve
the dalry problem {n Manitoba and the
West generally. The great difficulty
experlenced in establishing dafry fac-
torfes throughout the country is the
sparse population. On this account It
Is ditficult to secure a sufilclent quane
tity of milk or cream in one district to
render the factory a profitable ven-
ture. If a sufficlent quantity cannot
be obtalned within reasonable driving
distanoe of the factory, such a ven-
ture cannot be made n success. The
plan of establishing large central fac-
torfes, cquiphed with a full comple-
ment of up to date plant, i3 poasiblie
where the cream can be carrled hy
rall to the factory, thus practically
annfhilating distance of travel, which
Is the great diawback to the success-
ful operation of factorles gencrally
throughout a  sparscly paiouiated
country.

Success, we may say, has now been
achieved In the establishment vl cowm-
tral factorles. Four yecars ago S. \.
Barre started a  creamery in Winas-
peg with the object of testing what
coulkd Dbe done in  the direction of
building up a large central factsrry,
which would be supplled by cream
brought to the clity by rall freia the
tributary lines, The Canadian Pucihe
rallway authorities at once recogeized
the lmyportance of this work 1o the
country, as t meant ¢ great deal in
developing our resources if 1t conid be
wmade a success, Favorable arrange-
ments were made by the rallway emae
pany for delivering the cream in the
city, and to Mr. Barre's enterjtiss,
with the assistance of i(he railway aue
thorities, may be attributed the groat
succoss of the undertaking. Mr. Barre
started out with ten patrons and now
about SO0 persons are sendlng cream
to the factory. The growth of the
business has Teen  cspeclally rapla
durlng the past year. To such an ex-
tent has this Heen the case that it has
ten found necessary to put in new
pant, Last year & churn with
capacity of 400 pounds was sufficient.
‘This was replaced & shord time ago
byachurn of T0U0 pounds’ capaclty,
and now it has heen found necessary
to put In another churn of 900 pounds’
capacity. Winnlpeg has now a real-
‘v large butter factory, and the suc.
~nss of the central creamery plan has
teen abundantly demonstrated. The
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creum Is brought to the clty from
polats along the rallways, some com-
ime quite long Qi innces. The ohe
thing meeded ¢o  further assist the
industry, js refrigerator car service
during warm weather, and thts will
doubtless be supplied In gooud thne, as
the rallway companles have shown
every disposition to wncourage the de-
velopment of the fndustry. In fact it
is understood that the raflway com-
panfes have agrved to provide such a
service  next scason. ‘What  has
been accomplished here can slso be
done at other points, where o sufll-
clent number of furmers can be reach-
ed by rail, and we may expect that a
number of Jarge central creameries
wilt be & operation In Manitoba with-
in a few years.

U, 8. Boot and Shoc Industry.

A dispatch has been recetved at the
British Zoieign ollice, from H M em-
bassy at  Washington, transmitting
copy of a report, drawn up by the Biit-
ish commercial agent in the United
States, on the boot and shoe Industry
of that country.

The report calls the very particular
attention of British manufacturers to
the fact, as evidenced by the statistics,
that the exportation of boots and shoes
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bo some huporiant reason why the
lntter should cost lesa than the former.
That Amcrien I8 o lurge exporter of
leather to the United Kingdom shows
that they can manufacture it cheaper.
Consldering that so much of the raw
materinl hay to be imported into e
United States by the tanners, there
seems o reason why leather should
not be manufuctured a8 cheap or
cheaper in the United Kingdom. This
applies espectaily to the finer qualities,
such as patent leather, glazed Kid, and
othors,

Thore 1s ho doubt ¢hat as far as cor-
tadn cliss leather is concerned, Amer-
fca possesses considerable natural ad-
vantages. There arc plentiful sup-
plles of sultable bark growing in the
different parts of the country, and the
tanneries have been placed nd no great
distance from it.  ‘Che hemlock bavk,
widch ts that most used Yor tanning
sole leather, s obtained from the fore
eats sltuated in the States of \Wiscon-
sin and Michigan. 1t 13 also found in
New York state and Pennsylvania, but
not In such large quantities, and the
supply s rapidly Jdtminishing. ‘The
larger tanning companies in the woest
own large tracts of forest lands from
whivh they drawv thelr supply of bark,
Oak bark, which makes the best leath.
er, s not used in any large quantity
in the ecastern and central  horthern
states.  Oaks grow In the northawvst-
ern and gouthern states, bhut only
sparsely In the others. It is conse-
quently too costly to use 4n comparison
with the hemlock. For tanning the
finer qualitles of leather, chemicals and
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certaln qualities of fine leather, and s0
on. In one they treat about YO0 howse
hides and TOO calf hides w day, and
employ about HOVU hands.  ‘They make
nothing but the fQuner qualitles of
leather, and {mport most of thelr hides
aml muterial,

A visit to some of the boot and shoe
factories n the United States will at
once convincoe one that American
manufacturers mean business, and ave
doing thelr best to overcome the QiMl-
culties of transport, etc, under which
they Jabor, by produclng an artiele
cheaply and. at the same Ume, of a
sufliclently good quality to please thelp
customers,

All the latest designs of machinery
are found in the workshops, With the
exception of cutting out the waterlals
used in making the upper part of the
boots, practically none of the work la
done by hand. Large and small sewing
machines are, of course, largely used
and are driven by power. Sculloping,
skiving, folding, button sewing and
sell-feeding eyeletting machines ave in
unfversal use, algo the usual solc-cut-
ting and rounding machines, wire
tackers, pegging and heel attaching.
trlimming and burnishing machines, 1t
fs impossible to give a list of all the
machinery in use. The mere fact that
from 300 to 500 hands are able to
turn out from 1500 to 3,000 palrs of
hoots and shoes per day s sufficlent
to show that practically all the work
{s done by machinery.

It {s ¢he use of 80 much of this Im-
proved machinery that cnables the

from the United States is increasing ut
a rapid rate. The value of the exports
of Hools and shoes from that country
last year amounted to LUG3SUL,
against £764,207 in the preceding year
and 405,088 fn 1808

A Riance at the tuilowing figures will
show how Amerfcan-made hoots and
shoes are belng pushed with success in

places where  British-made  goods
ought to have practically the nonop-
oly,

Tahle showing the vatue of boots and
shoes exported from the United States
during twelve months onded Decem-

ber 31.

g 1998, 1900, 180,
United Kingdom L7714 £147.934 £223057
West  Judies and

I‘l:-rmudn. L. . BS,0%3 135,106 119,355
Iritdsh Austral-

G752 157.038 278587
Africa. <.. - . . 10643 3L143  I8182

Total . . . ..£142328 323308 420,124

Table showing the exports from the

Unit2d Kingdom during the twelve

tmonths ended December 31 @
T 108, 1

' 0, 1000,
Britich West Tndles £ (0,387 01,210 70,330
s Anstvalasia

L359,05% 329,074 381,241
o South Afrlea.636.752 JSLGHL G14,598

Total o voo 1002004 1,001,027 1075478

Why this state of affairs should be
possible is not, at first sight. quite
clear. It means, either the American
made article is cheaper than the Brit-
ish made ane, or, that it is of better
avality. Teking it for granted that
the British boots and shoes are not In-
ferlor 1o thase of Amerlca, there must
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extraois are used, @ large quantity ot
which Is Imported.

The Unjted States Is a large im-
porter of hides. There were imported
during the twelve months ended Dec.
31, last, 307257924 hides, valued at
£10, 748,007, of which 152,992,232, val-
ued at LAN15,087, wenre hides of camtle
which pay import duty of fifteen per
cent ad valotem, and 69,121,666, valued
at £3.60.3120, were goat skins, which
are admitted free of duty. Of the total
impon.s, 124,256,261, valued at £4.288.-
707, came from Europe, aad 66,212,702,
valued at £2,191,451, came Yrom the
East Indies.

Thos¢ In the trade will doubtless
able to say whether the disadvantages
of having to import thls quantiky of
hides, bringing them from such great
aistances and paying fifteen per cent
duty., paying higher wages than are
customary {n Europe, and heavy rail-
way and steamer freighis, are compen-
sated for by getting cheaper bark: if
not, then thene must be something in
the process of tanning that enables the
American tanners to ocompete  with
other countries in thelr own markets.
‘This s surely it question that tanners
{n the United Kingdom would do weil
to study. Needless to say, only the
latest dmprovements In  the general
process of tanning are employed 4n
¢he United States. Though thore &8
necessarily a large amount of manual
labor in the process, the latest thing in
machinery Is used tvherever possible

to save labor and time, Each tan-
nery, as a Ttule, keeps to 1ts
partioular speciality. One makes

nothing but sole leather, another

Amerlcan manufacturer to turn out
such large quantities, and do it so
cheaply.

Hand-made boots are almost un-
known, 29 20 many of the diflicultles
t¢ be contended with formerly have
been overcome. In consequeénce of
this the public get a cheaper article in
comparison with the quality than for-
merly, and the manufalturers obtains
a correspondingly higher profit,

The machines are run at a rapld
rate and the work Is dlvided up in such
a way that the workpeopic are kepi
doing the same work conttnuaily. Pay-
ment by the piece is generally adopted,
and the hours from 10 a. m. to 5.30 p.
m.. wfth halt-an-hour Interval in the
middle of the dav for dinner,

The organization asx a rule leaves
nothiny to be desired. The factories
in Chicago are gencrally In hulidings
of five ar six storeys, fitted with elec-
tric light and elevators throughout.
The leather is cut at the top of the
buflding and passes down from floor
1o Noor as the work mrogresses untit 1t
reaches ¢he cround floor as a finished

article. Tt s herc packed and sent
away., So systematically s the work

done in many of the factories that a
boot will paxs down from the top (o
the hottom of the house without once
crossing from one side of & floor to
another until it Roes to be packed.

During the week ended Saturday
1ast there were 16 business fallures in
Canada, exactly the same number as
during the same week a year ago.



