HARDWARE TRADE.
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SACRIFICING THEIR PROFITS.

Tho way rowall dealers throughous
the country have sacrificed thelr prof-
it# on barb wiro this scason seoms the
halght of folly. The farmers are now
nytug thelr spring  roquirements in
ihts lne at about 1-2¢ less than Win.
vipeg jobbers can huy for In var lote
\91d down here. Retallers who bought
pefore the recent blg advances, have
gone on selling thelr barb  wire ay
atout bare cost, regardless of the
talr profits which they should b2 able
to make on this article. Jobbers here
hove even offered to buy back lots of
wire from country dealers at the
prive which those deaiers have been
quoting to farmers.  With barb wire
worth 83.25 In Winnipeg, wholesale,
rotailers at country points hnve Hbeen
solling ont to farmers at from $2.40
vpward, aud probably making somo
bad eredit accounts at the snme time.
The habitual custom of selling any line
of pouds at less than a fair profit
seenws foolish. "The way barb wire 1s
being sacrificed here seems utterly be-
yond reason. If, instead of [ighting
each otlier, retallers would get togeth-
er and agree to take & reasonable
profit on thelr goods, they would show
good common”sense and business in-
etinct. {

—————

QAUGHT NAPPING.

Quite & number of retailers through-
out the country have been caught
napping wna are now without ‘their
spring supplles of Lluestone. Stocks
of tlus arvicle in Winnipeg have been
completely exhausted, and I new
supplies were brought in now it could
onty be 5014 at an enormous advance
ap prices recently quoted herc.  The

THE

lasy ovowtion received by a Winni--

peg jobrer war 61-dc % Chicago,
equal to about 6 3-4¢ for car lots on
track Winnipeg. Manufacturers of
bluestone are oversold, and cannot ac-
cept orders for early delivery at any
price.

Some of the country merchants who
have got ieft are now writing sharp
letters to the jobbers here, taking
them to task for not as they say “pro-
teeting™ their customers. Jobbers,
however usually have all they can do
to pratect themselves, and the shift-
ing of the blame to the jobber will
not help the retaller who neglected
to keep himself posted as to the con-
tion of the market. When bluestone
wae sclilne at 4¢ here, and #ven as
low as 31-2¢ in barrel lots, The Com-
wmercta! pointed out that these prices
were away below a parity with the
cost wm first hands, and that if new
supp'ies had to be brought in the
price wonld have to be greatly ad-
vaneesd  We several times quoted
prices at New York to show how the
situation stood. Retailers either did
not eredit or dld not heed these re-
ports now very much to their sor-
row. ‘The last sales of bluestone
here were made at 61-2¢c. At the
present high prices jobbers, of course,
do not care to bring any more in.

TARDWARE TRADE NOTES.

The shurp advance in the TUnited
Statew on fron  anq steel may lead to
leger Importations again of Britlsh
Iron manufactures. A Winnipeg joh-
ber reeetved o quotation this week on
British borh wire equal to $2 90 Win-
afver W is Just 25e ner 100 1
nnder 1"+ uotation of the American
;t';cl Ware Co., for delivery in Winnl

THE COMMERCIAL

Congervative estimates place the pro-
duction of Bessomer steel ingots in the
United  Swutes In 1898 at 6,609,000
tons, an nerense of 20 per cont over
1807. Of the total, Pennsylvania pro-
dueed 8,402,265 tons, 1inols 1,1005,-
040 tous, Ohlo 1,489,115 tons, other
states 612,608 tons. The production
of all kinds ot Bessemer steel ratls by
the producers of ‘Bessemer steel ingots
In 180% waus 1,955,427 gross tous,
against 1 s'milar production of 1897
of 1,614,89% tons, and 1,102,292 tons
In 1896.  The maximum production of
Bessemer steel ralls by the producers
of Resscruer steel ingots was reached
iu I87 when 2,044,519 tons  were
maide, Pannsylvania producing 1.062.-
771 tons and other states 902,638
£ross tons.

Some interesting comparisons are
furnished by the prices of Bessemer ply
tron, steel billets, ete,, to<day, as
agninst those ol a year ago, which
nﬁxstmto the extent to which these
commadities have advaunced {n valuo.
A year ago Bossemer plg iron was
auoted at Pittsburg at $10.55 por ton,
whereas to«day it is worth $15.65 per
ton. Steel billets were then quoted
at $15.25 per ton, while to<day they
aro wworth $25.50. Steel rails were
quoted at $17.60 ton and to-day they
are worth $26.00, a galn of almusy H0
per cent. Copper has advanced from
$12.00 a year mgo to $17.75, and
losd from $3.75 a year ago to 34.45
now &t New York.

Tho pig-iron production of the world

in 1898 is estiinated by the Hamburg
firm of 8 FElkan & Co. in its anmmal
circnlar at 34,908,000 tons, against
a yearly average of 26,750,000 tous
for the Nve yrars 1891-95. Tor 1804
the United States leads with 11,606,
000 tons, tollowed by Great Britain
with §850,000 Germany with 7,400,-
000, Irance with 2,250,000 and all
other countries with 490001000, Since
1871 the world’s production has in-
creased by 143 per cent: that of Ger-
many has increased four-foid and that
of the United States NIivelold. Eng-
land’s has ncreased oniy 35 per cent.

The organ of the tinplate industry.
Tin and Terne, of Pittsburg, says
that the demand for tinplate ts con-
sidered phenomonal for this time of
year. but is probably not out of pro-
portion to the demand in other iron
and stee! lnes. The price seems to
have nothing to do with the volume
of business, and large consumers at
least are well satisfied that in this
line there has at last comne a decidedly
upward tendency, since it affordsan
opportunity for advances in [inished
lines, in all of which the iincs of vost
and selling price have closely ap-
proached in the past few years. With
the advance in  tin plates, can and
tinware, manufacturers have an op-
partunity to sdvance prices tocover
the advanced cost of thelr raw ma-
terial and provide sowme profit f(or
themselves s well, and full advans-
ago 1 being taken of the occaslon.
The advance in tin plates as compar-
ol with the early part of last De-
cember I8 between 20 and 23 per
cont, while stecl bars have advanced
about 35 per cent, tank plate fully
2n per cent, steel billets about 33
per cent, and other lincs in the same
proportion.

Glander—“It is sald that paper can
bo used effectively in keeping a per-
son warm.” Gazlay—"That 18 vewy
true I remember g thirty day note
of mine once kept me in a sweats for
o month.” . H 1
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GARDEN, FIELD AKD FLOWER

SEEDS

Perkins® is the place for everything
in this lire, Lnre stock, ~tiood
quality.  Prives right,  Send for
wholesale catalogue.

J. M. PERKINS, 221 Market Square
WINNIPEC

SADLER & HAYWORTH

Hormnerly Robin, Sadier & Haworth

MANUFACTURZRS OF

LEATHER BELTING

MONTREAL AND TORONTO

SMOKERS

Keep puffing the

ALIAMBRA
ROSA LINDA
and GORDON

acknowledyed by connoisscurs to
be the leading brands of the day.
Manufactured only by the
WESTERN OGiGAR FACTORY
THOS, LEE, Proprictor

713 to 725 MaIN Strier, \WiNxuwre

—AND—

SEED GRAIN

Choice Selected and
Carefully Re-cleaned Stocks

FULL LINES OF . .

+ (Clovers
» Timothy and Grasses
o Field and Garden Seeds

b my—

The Steele, Briggs Seed bo.

LINITED

TORONTO, ONT.

Earlv Red, Mammath
Alsike, White, Lucerne



