Xrrigation in the West,

Lethbridge, Alta.,, Dec. 1. — The
agreeable spectucle of tree-lined and
flower-ringed streams of water flow-
ipg through the streets of Leth-
brldge may atv present appear like an
irldescent dream, yet within two
yeurs it may be an accomp.ished fact
‘The return of Mr. E. L. Galt, president
of the Alberta Irrigation company,
from the cast, us ajso the engineers
from the fleld of active operations,
nas revived the interest in irrigation
matters conslderably, and the mag-
nitude of the undertaking is now bes
ginomng to dawn upon the- inhablt-
ants of this district. The idea of con.
aucting water artificially for a dist-
ance of sixty miles may be somewhat
of a novelty in Canada, yet it has
been the making of several states
immediately south of the Interna-
tional boundary.

The money has been ralsed in Eng-
land, and it is proposel to expend
over $500000 1 canal counstruction
and the purchase of lands, (now com-
paratively valueless, owing to insuf-
ficient rainfall), tributary to the
canals.

The board of trade and town coun-
cll are now considering a proposition
from the frrigation company, who
offer to supply the town with three
and a quartier million galions of water
daily during the season—i. e., from
April 15 to October 15-by bringiag
a cana) from Stirling, one of the pro-
vislonal termini, to Lethbridge, a
distapce of twenty miles, between
which points it 1s proposed to Irri-
gate 20,000 acres of excellent farm-
ing land. In return for the.e conces-
slons the company asks the town
for a bonus of £50,000, in twenty
year debentures.

The subject of irrlgation Is a very
vital one 1n Southern Alberta, audas
it may be of even general interest to
other portions of our great North-
west, I append herewith the sub-
stance of an interview with Mr. Galt
in tc-day’s News:

Afr. Galt said that for mauy years
past the proprietors of the Albecrta
finilnay & Canal Co. bad given ear-
nest attention to a number of irri-
gation projucts, which had been sub-
mitted to them for the reclamation
of thelr lauds, situated between Card-
ston and Lethbridge, but which ue-
gotiations hiad come to naught, mainly
I¥ owing to the inability to demon-
strate where the markets would be
found Tor the products of Iand under
irrigation, but when the construction
oi the Crow's Nest Pass railway was
determined’ upon, it seemed to his peo-
ple that the time had arrived to deal
with the matter; for with the com-
pletion of the railroad mentioned,
Iarge amd growlng markets for all
kinds of agricultural products wouid
be openied up In the mining districts
of Dritish Columbia.

_ The Alberta Rallway & Canal Co..
for financlal and other reasons, found
that it was impracticable for  that
coupauy to further cxtend the ficld
of its operations, and it was only
after extreme difficulty that respon-
sible people couid ‘he found to prose-
cute the work which has now been
undertaken under the charter of the

Alberta Mrrigation company.

Ar. Geo. G. Anderson, of Denver,
Colo, one of the Lest known and most
suceessful irrlgation engincers In tho
Unitd States, has heen “engaged as
consulting  engineer to superintend
the location and construction of the
canat system, and since the mlddie of
July last he has had 2 large gurvey

THE COMMERCIAL °

party in the fleld. It is tho latention
of the company- to expend 3$500,000
in canal construction, and’ li*the pur-
chnse of lands tributary to 1t.
THE INTAKB

of the canal will ba at a point on the
St Mary’'s river, hine milés abave Card.
ston and five miles north of the tnter
national  boundary liné, and its
course will be as néarly as alrect s
possible to Stirling, a distance of sixty
miles, & point twenty mlles from Leth.-
bridge on the lfne of raliroad between
Lethbridge and Great Falls. Stirhing
will be tlie objective polnt for the main
canal in the fnltial operations of the
company, but there will also be twenty
mile’ of lateral canals constructed
from various points along the maln
canal, so ag to secure the reclamation
of as much land as possible, It IS ln.
tended that the canal to Stirling wilf
be completed by the end of 1899, and
the lateral canals by the end of the
following year. A telephone line wil]
be constructed along the main canal
and {ts laterals. ’

The magnitude of the proposed oper-
ations of the company may be demon.
strated by stating that it Is mtended
to Improve and render~available for
settlement under the most promising
conditions 500,000 acres of land.

With regard to the construction of
the works it is intended to employ set-
tlers who will bring thelr families into
the country and live upon the lands
which they will earn in conuection
with the work, as thelr labor will e

ald for partly in cash and partly in
and, which sheald induce inmmigzration
of & satisfactory character. In the
same connection, it has been arranged
to bring in during this winter and the
following spring, 100 families who have
been acenstomed to methods of irel.
gatlo. and who by thelr operations,
wili demonstrate to other settlers the
practlcal use ol-irrigated lands and the
aavantagces thereof.

THE WORK BEGUN.

There are at present 15 teams em-
ployed on the canal construction,
whichh pumbder will be increa-ei to0 200
early next spring. Thouse who Lknow
this couniry are +well aware that
both climate and soll are fu'iy eaual
to, Il not better, than that which
Iz found in the states to the south
of us, where irrigatlon has teen suc-
ce-sfully practised on a large scale
for many years, and as the supply of
water s ample for the purposes in-
tended, it does not seem unreason.
able to believe that it may be pos.
sible to successfully establish a large
and prosperous agricultural commun.
ity In this Southern Alberta, for there
is no reason why all kinds of griains,
root crops an+d grasses should not be
raised in larger quantities per acro
than in other agricuiturnl districtsin
the Northwest, ag has been proved
the case elsewhers when lands under
irrigation have come into competition
with lands which derive thelr mols.
ture from the ordlnary ra‘nfall.

This district being naturaliy adapt-
ed for the raising of live Stock, 1t
would ¢ecem that settlers swho take
advantage of the [facllities offered
will he placed in 8 most favorable
position to winter live stozlk, for the
production of grasses will be very
cheap. and It will thus be practicavle
to have the stock in prime condition
for market in the spring., at which
time the ordinary range stock is in
moderately poor condition.

REASONABLE TERMS.

It is intonded that the selling price
for land at the outset will be $5 per
acre, +with avater rights attached,
upon easy terms of payment, and §1
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per acre per annum will -be -charged
for the maintendnce of the canal sys-
tom. Whet ‘it is consldered that the
saleable value of lrrigated Jand' 1o
AMontana, Gtah and Colorado Is $49,
£81 and $67 respectively, per acre,
1t will be seen that it Is proposed Lo
deal with incoming mmmigrants ina
very liberal mauner, aud every effort
made to asslst them In making pros-
perous homes for themselves, and in
&0 dolug the irrlgation company will
not onky-self thelr lunds, but also place
uponr thew people who will provide
busliiess for the rallway and the con)
minoes,

The settlement of the lands belng
of primary importance, it -is not i
tended to sell more than a small hold-
ing to any one family, aud in no case
to seli large areas to speculators.

A stafl o' engineers wiil be em-
ployed in the offices of the company

this winter, preparing plank,
ete..  for next year's work.
Mpr. C. A, Nagrath has been ap-

pointed superintendent and land com-
missioner of the company, to wheni
all business communications should b
addressed, and who will be pleased.to
furclsh any information that may bo
required by prospective settiers. ’

Mr Galt, being asked the question
whether it was intended to extend tho
cannl systein to the town of Leth-
bridge, replied that it would depend
upon the extent to which the muniei-
pality would co-operate, for the com-
pany would have a vast area of agri-
cultural land along its canal to Stir-
ling, which canal follows the direct
line of easy and economical construc-
tion. an it would not propose to ex-
pend more mouney upon capital ac-
count until a large portion of such
land was occupied by settlers

Winnipeg Prices 2 Year Aga;
. Following were Winnipeg prices this
week last year: M
Wheat—No 1 hard. in store F
William, 89 to 89 12¢c. I‘oxit
Flour—Local price per sack unchang-
ed at. Patent, $2.59, bakers, $2.35.
Bran—§10 per ton.
Shorts—$12 per ton.
Oats—Yer bushel, car lots N
Winnipeg, 35 to 37c. ¥ on track,
Barley—32 to 33c for feed, maiting,
35 to -10c. > waiting.
Flax gred—Prices to farimers, coun-
try points, g;Oc per bushel.
Butter—Dairy. shippers buying .at

13 to 16¢; creamery, jobbers’ price,
21 to 22¢.
Cheese—Jobbers eelling at 1ie.

Yggs—Dealers selling at 20¢ for fr

:u};i lr’lfcl;or Jimed. & eeh
ce ty dressed, 5 to 5 1.2 -

try 4 to 5e, fresh, unfrozen, 6& coun

Mutton—3 to Gc.

Hogs—Dressed, §1-2 to Ge.

Veal—35 to 6e.

Lambs—5 to 7c. .

%attlc-ili}utchers, 234 % 3c.

ogs—Live, oif cars, $1.50 ()

Ibs. Tor hest bacon. s per 100

Sheep——3c off cars.

Seneca robt~18 to 20c¢ Ih.

#ides—Green city hides, 7 to 7 1-dc
fer No. 1. ' : .3

Hay—Baled, on track, £6.50.

Potatocs—35 to 40¢ per bushel.

Poultry~Chickens, 7 to' Sc pér Ib.;
turkeys, 11 to 12c; geese, 8 to 9c¢;
ducks, 8 to 9c. .

Jobn McLean & Co., wholesale mil-
linery and dry goods merclants, Mon-
treal, are in business difficultiess .-



