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Of course 8omobody muet do tic îvork. and
those %vit btke the moet autivo part are liable
te bo apoken of as Ilrunning the mad.hine. "

Wiffe it le perliaps unnecessary ta pay toa
inuch attention te remnaries of this nature, it
would bo weil to give as littie ground for themt
as possible. The mode of cc'nducting the 4iard
shuld bc enèh as ta encourage all tho miembere
ta thke an activo interest ini the work. Tite
honore af the board abould also ho passed
around. Whilo it; le a graceftil and warthy
ackùowledgemnent of intercet taken in the
board, ta, continue ta place honore upon certain
mombers, ln view of publie sentiment outaido,
il; le perhaps not alwaye a wvise pollcy ta pur.
tuie.

The annual report ai the Victoria board, a
lengthy eumimary ai which was publiehed in
this journal last week, le well worthy of per.
usai hy thoso intcrested in Blritish Columbia.
It centaine much valuable information relating
ta the commercial progres af the country, pire.
eented in a dignifled and readable form. Al.
togethor the report shows r. statuofa prosperity
and a hopefrîl outlook for the future. A large
number ai subjeets are discussed under dif.
feoent headings, ail af interest ta the business
cammunity. The report speake hopefully ai
immigration prospects, and lut this connection
depreciates the policy af the gavernment lu
disposing ai large hlocks; ai landi ta speculators
and otherit, holding that it tende ta curtail
acttual settlement. The board is an the right
track on this question and sbould foilow up the
matter actively. The fisheries receive con-
elderablo attention in the report. Reference
la made ta the salmon.fishing regulations and
ta the seal fisheries, and the hcepe la expressed
that tho Behring Sea question will soan hc
eettled satisiactorily te bath countries. The
board evidently favors restrictions as ta killing
seal, as tLe etatement la made that tho Ilindis.
crimnlate slaugbter ai seal is a maLter which
demanda the attention af bath governimentt."»
Regret la .JIso expressed ab the inactivity ai the
Dominion goverament in exploring and en-
couraging the development ai the deep sea
fisheries. In connection with the latter ques-
tinai the board secs a "Ilarge and profitable
market i the United States for the produce
ai tho flaberies," and hopes that the obstacles
wbicb prevent the exportation ai fish ta that
ma' ket may hie reinovcd.

.'3peaking ai the commercial prasperity en.
joyed the report says : II I the city ai Victoria
the value ai rosI estate has mdvanced ncarly
100 per cent. within the pafit twelve menthe, a
iact which attesta sufficiently tho flourishing
conditiou ai iLs trado." Wbiie this rapid ad.
vauxce i rosi estate no dauht shows coin.
mercial. prasperity in other directions, taken

-alone iL cau hardly hoe considerod as a favorable
feature. An advance ai 100 per cent, i twelve
monthe looks liko undue inflation and over-
speculation in land pro perty. 1'LZcz estate
values in Victoria may not bie inlidbut the
statemont iudicates danger, aud tho fear may
at Icait bo expressod that s'îch r- candi tion ie
iudicated by such a rapid advance la prices.
Thre great advancement made hy Victoria dur-
lng the past year bas no douht been ai a solld
nature, but iL wvould bie better were il; not at.
temnded by such a rapid -advance ln rosi estate.

Tufortunately, hawever, rosi estate inflation
seema almoest invariably ta attend a porlod ai
gentral ad vanccmient, in w.stern .itio8.

The Icelander of Manitoba, tethe numher ai
ahout 1,500, celebratod the 1010 anniveratary of
the settleinont ai Iceland and tho hirtlî ai tho
Icolaudic nation, In Winnipeg last wck. Ono
ai tîro speakers estimated the clandia popu-
lation tif Manitoba at 9,00 ta 10,000, about
3.000 ai wvhoni are ln Winnipeg. The Ice-
-landera ara among aur inost wortby sottiers. As
an industrial population for tho ciLles, tàcy are
quiet, sohor, hontest and wiliing ta mako the
best ai their opportun"ices. They are decidcdly
superiar ta rr.ost other fareignera lu tis respect,
as thoy ara not given ta atrikeirand riatous
conduot, such as aiten characterzes the in.
duetrial classes. NYhero tboy have taken ta agri.
culture, as a great many have ii Manitoba,
they have donc well, ani sorte who came hero
without mosus a few years ago, are now ln
goad circumetances, or as anc ai theîr number
cead al the cefebration, "ara worth thausande."
They have a faculty ai adapting themeelves ta
circumstances and living within their mens
sintil Lhoy cari get attend, which àannot bc aoid
ai a good many ai aur immigrants, la business
many ai tbemt have also donc weli, snd sevoror
ai thn have more thau a local reputation
outside ai their awn nationality as successful
business men.

Sociaily and pcliticsliy tho Icolanders mako
excellent citizens. They seem ta imbibe the
spirit af aur institutions mare readily thtan any
other foreigners. Thcy Lcquire c-the leinguagc
ai the country and becomo enthusiastic and
loyal citizene. They do not make a great
noise and agitate for special privileges for their
nationality, such as ie the cese with somes othor
settiers. They accept aeur institutions and aur
laws as they are, and go quictly ta work te
improve their own condition on their arrivai
bore. Thcy want oniy fair treatment as citizeas
ai tho country, and no favors. Thoy arc goad
citizens hecauso they ire honest, sober anrd
inductrioes, and becaus6 tbey endeavor ta make
themeelves citizens ai tihe country in time fuilest
seaseof the word, snd not foreigners; residiag
among usc. Manitoba would ho the botter ai
having hundreds ai thousands ai euch citizens
instead ai 10,000.

The Icclanderu ai ~Mànitoba have shown
themeelves a progressive peaple, quito worthy ai
citizenehip la this progressive country. Though
thoy have bad many disadivautages ta lattar
under, camiag bore poor and uuacquaiated with
the language and austamas ai the country, they
bave as a rel donc well. Thore are aow anc
montbly and two weckly papera publlshed in
Winnipeg la thoir language. Thoy are ail wel
edu=ted in their own language and are rapidly
becomirg the saine in Englisb. They are naw
founding an institution ai loarniug la iani.
peg, which will be tho first Lutheran institution
ai the kind in Canada.

AWI(N EFRI
The provincial gaverament of British Colum.

bia bas evidently rcaolved, ugon a very wms
reform in ti administration- ai theo public.

donmain. Iu tho luat official t7azelle notice le
givon thet crown iande will nat ho disposod ai
Ly private sale hereaiter, pouding conternplated
logislation. Tite management ai tlîo crown
lande lu) British Columbia bas heen anythlng
but aatisiactory lu the past. In faut tire
administration ai the publie demain lu tire
PaciSlc provItice, a i ather parte ai Canada,
lias nat licu withaut grounide for scandai. The
administration ai Domin:oa and provincial
lande lu other parts ai Canada bas given very
irequent cause for scandai. Tite parcling
out ai the public domnain ta poitical
favorites, wire.pullora anÙl echomners bas aiten
heen acrying diegraro. Landi% have boon givon
au"y as bribes and thoy have beau alenateil
frant tho crovn la other douhtfui ways. Front
cil accounta saine doubtinl work bias liceu donc
lu British Columbia ln connoction wîtb the
lande.

Tîir COrMMERCIrAL bas aiways hcld that the
publia domain sbouid ho resorvod for actuai
setLIers, and abouldaL hot bcither givea away
nor sold ta ludividuais and carporationts in large
lots. TJuid position bas been taken ia regard
ta the lande ai Manitoba and the Territaries,
and the samne wiil appiy ta British Columbia.
Iu the latter province there bas beau toc inuch
ai the sentiment ta regard the public demain
as a uselesa encumberance, rathor than a great
aud invaluable heritago ai thre pople. This
will perhaps accaunit for the vory unsatlsfactory
immigration policy ai the province. Thinge
have beon aiiowed ta go aioug la a hap-bazard
sort ai way. andvery iLtlo inducemont ias beau
beld out ta ettiers ta camne ln and possesa the
land. Scarcely- anytbiag bas been donc lu the
direction ai eurveying the lands and preparing
thera for settlement. People wvho wlshed ta
locate lu the province bave had ta but up
locations suitable for settlement aud thon equat
on unsurveyed land. This ai course bas net
been eacouraging ta settlemnent, as very iew
wauld tare ta locate i tho province under such
circumnstauces. It le ta bcr hoped that the au-
nounicement ln the officiai Gazette foreshadows
a gencral change in the administration ai the
crown lands lu the direction of providing more
oncouiagement ta actual seuliement. At any
rate, the private sale syaterit la vory hiable to
abuse, and inay even lay the administration
open ta grave charges for which iL le nat bIs mme-
able. A change lu Lire 'systein la thorelore
desirable.

New Buldings at Victoria.
Building aperatians were very brlsk at

Victoria, B. C., lest year, and thie year there
la a continuation ai activit,; la the saute line.
Among the finest ai the now buildings mnay bc
meationed that erected on Johnson Street by
H. Saunders. This splendid structure bas jout
beca complctei and occupied by Mr. Saunders.
IL bas a frontage ai forty foot on Johnson Stret,
sud anc hundred foot an Oriental Alley. The
building la Lwo atonies high, with fuil size base-
ment. The ceilings aré loity, the ground floor
beiug seventeen fcet ironi floor ta coitiug, and
the upper floor fiften feet. This maires the
building equai ta mn ordinary three-stary struc-
ture ln height. IL la, however, la masmi-cnreu
ana the artistla style ai the structure, rather
than in izeï-wh~cb mrakes- tbla ane of the flumeat
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