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THE COMMERCIAL,

———

was very marked, aad it is vow fluctnating
above 200, and xd. over 195. ‘The advance
cannod be atteibuted to auy particular cause,
but is merely a turn in speculative circles, Be.
low are closiug bids of Wednesday, May Gth,
and May 13th,

Apr. 29, May G.
Montreal .. 1970 L0 2003

1925d .. 1963xd
Ontario . 1093
Molson's —_ —_
‘Toronto .. . .. 18ty .. 182
Merchants’ ., . PO | L § K
Commerce .. . 121 1213
Topevial .. 122 1233
Federal 463 . —
Dominion .. .. 1S54 .. 186
Standard 12 . 1124
tlamilton . .. Lok L 121
Nortitwest Laad .. . 35% . 35%

GRAIN AND PRUVISIONS,

The wecek opened with high prices in wheat,
and almost none changing haunds, Newsof a
peaceful natuie from Europe had made buyers
chy, aud it was evident that they were hanging-
ofl for lower figures.  On the otner hand there
was a shoit ctfort on the part of holders to keep
No. 1 Spring aad 2 Fall up to the conventional
dollav a bushel, but the effort had soon to he
abandoned, and bayers had in a great measuve
to zet theiv own way before the close of the
week., As seon as concessions of any conse-
quence were made trading commenced, and
during the latter half of the week considerable
buginess was done. In oats the fecling is still
firn and the tendency upwarde, while in
Barley matters weee slow and weak.  The pro-
vision market has not shown imnuch activity,
and buiiness bas beea quict.  An absence of a
shipping demand in dairy products has made
business dull i such goods, and in butter mnde
quite a glut of all but prime dairy and gilt-cdge
fresh lots. Meats have not reached that deplor-
able state, but they have been s'ow in sale, and
all 1umors df war and other inflnences scem
powesless to raise prices. Altogether, there has
been a slow moverwent during the week in pro-
visions of altnost every deseription.

WHEAT.

Early in the week No. 1 Spring and No, 2
Fall were held at S1 but xoon broke. Later No.
1 Spriug were offered at 98¢, and No. 2 Fall at
97¢; No. 2 Spring sold at 95cand No, 2 at 92¢;
No. 3 Fall was quated at $e.

OATS.

The tendency is still upward, and although
the advance is slow 1t has been steady and with-
ont seaction. Good mixed in car lots 20ld at
43¢, aud milling lots up to 44vc.

BARLEY.

There was almost no demand daring the
week, and prices were weak.,  No. 1 was nonii.
nal at 70¢; No. 2, 36; No. 3 Extra 62¢; and
No. 3, 57¢.

RYE.

Scarcely any business doing.
70 to 7lc, only nonuual,

PEAS.

Adl offered have been freely taken, and prices

lizve held fivm. No. 2 sold at 70 to 71c.
POTATOXS,

Receipts have been heavy, and although no
sa'les are reported Lelow 3¢, plenty cau be had
at that figure.

Quotations :

EGGS.
Eaily in the week there was a falling off in
receijes, and lots sold at 13¢  Later receipts
increased and a drop to l'."c took place,

BUTTER,

There has been nodemand for medium or low
gradcs, although these have been offered in
abundauce, the former at 8¢, and the latter at

be.
cdge.
nothing below that was culled for,
regular glut in the lower grades.

CHEESE,
Sales of small lots of fine ave reported at 11
to 114c, and of poor to wedium at 9 to 10¢,
PORK.
There is no change to report since last issue.

A few small lots have changed taods duriong
the week at prices vanging from §15.50 to $16.
BACON.

The fecling has been oue of inactivity all
week, and the aggregate of business dune has
been light.  Cumberfand sold in toa lots at Tie
and Long Clear at S to 8jc. Rolls weve in fair
demand at 93 to 10c.

HAMS,

Smiall! lois have been in fair demaud, but job-.
bing lots were scarcely asked for. Smoked was
quoted 114¢ to 12¢, and green at 10c.

LARD,

Prime fierh sold at 18¢, with 20¢ fur gilt.
Choice dairy was pleutiful at 16¢, but
There is a

The feeling has been very quiet all week.
Tierces wete offered but not asked for at Ye,
and pails at 93 to 10« only a few saall lots of
the latter selling,

AVPLES.

Scarcity is setting-in, and only small lots are
offered.  Poor to mediam sell at §1.50 to 82,
und good to choice $2.25 to $3.

POULTRY.

A few spring chickens have sold at 50 to 60c
a pair, and fowl at 60 to SOc.

Commercial Summary.

The genernl tenor of the special telegrams
received by Bradstreet’s yesterday corroboiates
the view taken by this jourval carly inthe
year, that wuile tie spring season would be
hkely to vesult inawoderate degree of com-
mercial cetivity, whico by comparison with the
winter's dullness might suggest a wrade revival,
that the volume of meichandise distributed
would fall bhehind the total during the like
period in 1884, and thut the end of the sewson
wowld bring no prospects of a revival ia the
near future. This fore-cast holds true at the
present tine, the close of the spring season.
The past week zevealed no guit in the distribu-
tion of merchandise in any line, with a possible
exception ta favor of boots and shoes from
Boston. Dry gouds arv as slow of movement
and as unsausfactory as to the ma:gin of profit
as heretofore.  Tne sales of grocenies and pro-
visions have not increascd, At tanc west un.
favorable weather has prevented a good trade
in mesy lines, and the resulting dulues has
veen emphasized by farmers being busy with
spring farm work. In the northwest the
weather has been eacellent, and farmers have
been crowdwng every effort to iucsease theie
spring wicatacreage. Sceding is well wdvanced
and the pland where up is thiiving well,
Chicago’s general taade report, while admittiog
no favorble outlook, takes refuge in the claim
that there are no signs of lower depihs. The
dawmage to the winter-sown wheat, reported by
the government to amount to a shortage of 93,-
000,000 bushels as compared with the coop of
1854, noints to a hervest of 420,000,000 Lushels
a quantity equal <o the harvest of 1683,  Prices
of wheat and flonr have Licen unsteady under

T ——
the varying rumors as to the prospects of wy
abroad. In accordance with the tenor of 1y,
reports the movewent has Leen upwaid, oo
red closed last night at 1034c. azainst 100}e.
Jast weck, and No. 2 mixed corn at 54,
compared with 56c.  Flour hias advanced 954,
3%c per barrel.  Hog products have leegqep
and inactive. Speculaticn has been light 3
purchases for export limited as for goam,
general industrial situation is practically o
changed, interest centering on the npproa\:l,-p_g
contest between the westein ivon aud sled
manvfactuvers and the Awalgamated Angy.
tion of Workingmen, Raw woul 15
better demand, if awny, notwitlustaudmg tee
irprovement in the request for certain hyeyy
woolen goods,  The prospective pressure f gy
new clip prevents a gainin prices. Thewy
newe exercised a depressing influence oy s
of cotton, and wmiddling uplands closed 3t
11-16e, 28 compared  with 10Zc. on Apn)ay,
There ave no new features as to iion oront
Peutoleum is slightly higker, but lateeery
of production during April are depressing, To
moveuents of grocery staples is sl disapos
ing. Coffce and tea are lower.  Sugar advanyd
on speculative buying. Canned goodsarewal,
Dairy products ave lower and qguict. Thep
were 167 failures in the Umted Syt
during  the past week, as compared wig
198 in the preceding week, and with 131,12
and U6 respeetively in the corcespordiy
weeks  of 1SS4, 18S3 and  18S2. Al
84 per cent. were those of small tiaderswhee
capital was less than §3,000, C:onada hed 3,
an ircrease of 9

Industrial Changes.

‘The business interests o1 the entire couaty
are passing thiough a sort of trausfonnati
0ld conditions are disappearing and new oas
arising. New rules ave forcing themsehesope
the attention of the business men. Everyza
is learning husivess over aygain.  Ruilroads 2v
wmaking this necessary. The introductio d
new machinery is helping.  Tle enoanonsve
ume of capital is also acting asan fmrora:
factor, The great rush of population bitty
and tiither seckiog new howes and oppoitss
tics is adding avother factor. Ol chauzels d
trade are changing and ucw ones are beiy
estallished. Cities arc fighting with each olbe
for the control of trade.  Coarbivations of o
kind or another ace being formed and tid
Sowe of the new scetions of the country 3
rapidly filling ap. The whole manufactarizy
world is pueparing for the period of greatat
vity and looking for business and wonderiy
why it docs not come.  Lnterprise is lookiy
fo: employment in foreign countrics. Engicen
avc proposing tec construction of enomees
works. Railroad builde=s ave laying shezs
for long lines of road thvough new countrie
Money lenders are looking oi t new enterprivy
for the employment of capital. Qut of il ¥
hurly bmrly, a new natiomal chameler i
cvolved. Instead of doing busines witha fes
hundred er a few thousand, witn which «t
fathers were coatented, we are doing busipes
now with millions. Corporated enterprise tabes
the piace of individual enterjuise ; corporalel




