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FORESTRY AND THE LUMBER INDUSTRY.

'iau;ppears ta be ans inmpression aniong
11111% 'I ile umeni enig.ged ils tlic lnîbe ring bissi-

îîS ili ti country that the nietotls .n alis

tir the advocates of a1 rational systeni ai forestry
-Ire tiat otIiy impracticable ini Ontario, but wouid,
if a serions attenîipt were made ta carry theni out,
rve iiîniicai ta the iîîterests ai the lumnbermenl.

Tlhis attitude ai miany of our lumnbernien towards
the fore.stry inovenient is based on a nîiisappre-
liensioî tif the niethods and amnis oi forestry
ad1vocates, eXcusable, perhaps, but a misappre-
liensioni net'ertlieless.

On tile other hand, it is oniy fair toi state that
inany forestry advocates have been apt ta look
siplon tlie luniberniens sirnpiv as rutiliess despoilers
lif the forest, and tailed ta
fairiy take inta accaunit the
suirromndings of ans industry
;itteiitied witii sa niticl risk.
Foresecing the disastrous
Consequenices that niust
inei'itabiv folli' iol h
recik'ies5 and conmplete de-
struction of aur forests by
axe and lire, tiiese nmen eii-
deavored ta arouse public
Opinion ta the reaiation
of ftie inîpending danger.

*rc'sav many ai the aider
Scttled counities in the pro-
vince being rapidly stripped
of trees in soailte per-
Cenitage ai woodiand being *.-

as iowv as ive per cent.;
tliev fiatind streanîs that once
;îfforded coniderable wvater
powers drying tip ; they
noticed duat a1 pcriad ai dry
weather bas a greater efTect
on grain crops slow than in
former vears; ini tact tbey sawv deterioration ini the
climate anîd resources ai Ontario, and percciving
the cause they calied for a cessation in the work ai
iorest destruction. Ini thieir alarm it is, perhaps,
îlot to be wondered at if sanie forestry advacates
sbould seck first ta stop the cutting ai trees,avcr-
iooking the fact tiîat forest trocs are a crop ta be
irvested, and anc tlîat couid and shouid be

ha.-rvestedl ini sucb a wvay as ta sectire successive
crops ai tlic sanie kind, wvhere for varions reasonls
it k desirabie that a forest caver should be nmain-
taiîîed, «snd a conîstant suppiy ai tiniber for ini-
dustriai purposes pravideci.

Foresîrv advocatcs do îlot naov ask that hin-
bermien sbould cease tlieir operatians. They
kntov tbcy are engaged in harvesting a vainabie
crop iliat wouid go ta 'vaste except for tbcrni
ilicy know the lumber iîdustry is a very exteli-
%ive mie, Cinîplayîng a large capital niîd ilîany
meni ali iiîdustry absaliteiy essentiai to, aur
econonllie welfiare.
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ta graov ta îîîaturity, but their experience tanches
thieni thiat wvhat yating trees arc loft are apt ta bce
a1 total iosq iroiîî lire, sa the practice is ta ctt
aîîything that wvill make fence pasts, despite the
greater w'astc ini trocs ai small diameter. 1It i!-
generaily conceded tiîat more timber bas becs
destroyed by lire than has bern ctît by Innîber-
mcei, anîd it bad corne ta be regarded as nseless
ta save the youîl- graovtl wbcre tie lîiglîly ini-
flamniabie tops and brancies ai the caniferous
trees wvere left b)' tic iaggers ta spread the lire.

Thîe first imîportanit step taovards a ratianal
forestry systeni wvas the adoption ai tic lire
ranging systein proposed by Mr. Atibrey Whîite,
Assistanît Cornnissiancr oi Crowîî Lands. Thîis
atteilipt ta checck the ravages of forcst lires w~as
flot ait irst ver)' hcartily approvcd of b)' the luni-
bcmnîeii, wiio wvere very datibtini ai its succcss.
Mie restîlts blave, lîowever, been so bcncaciai that
slow icw litit hiaiders fail ta, take advantage of it,
thouigli it is optiaîîal wvithi thieuxi ta do so or tiot.
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and the Bay ai Quinite,
tiîis firrn pro cece d ta

erect nîilis ai a substantial cliracter and at an
expeîîse tlîat %votld scarceiy hîava bers 'arraiitcd
liad tlîey îlot coîîsidcred it possible ta pranract
tlîcir aperatians in thiese lisiîits aver a mucli
lonîger period ai tinie thîaî lias ordlîariiy licen
ic-îîîd firacticabie ini tiîis cotuntry. l-laving thîis
idea ai permaic±îcy coîîstaîîtly ini view, tlîeir
iîîits have beeau worked in a nianiner that wvould
have bceau disa'i-trotis ifithe usuai lire hîad iollowved
the wiîter's ctîttiîîg. istead ai takiîîg ont aIl
the piîîe, large anîd sniahl, tle foreniens were in-
stmucted ta cnt scected trees thîraugiîott the
area ta, be cnt over, anîd particular stress wvas
laid ail the uecessity aoftfakiusg ont anîd utilizhîg
everytiig tiîat wvas dowîî. No trees were tai be
left on the grotnd ta ilecay or burni because ai
being partiaiiy defective. As tiîeir license iii-
cludcd otlier tree.- tlîan pâne, thîey ivere aile ta
drive ta tlicir îîiiis ail tie floatable tituîber, anîd,
aiter the inîtroduction ai raiilvays, santie tîîat
catîld îlot bc flaated wvas also utiiized ini varions
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MlViat îhey' conftond is that the presenit wvastc-
itil Imethod of Cxpl)oitilng aur iorcst weaitlî, in
whichi onlly a sîîîall part ai the timiber is tal<en
out and fie rest burned tipi k unwvise and un-
nccessary. Thcy believe that certain arcas of
this province, areas that arc tinfîtted for genleral
agriculture and ara flic sources ofistrcanis, sliould
bc kcept trec-covered, aîiud suggrlest tlîat soute
moare ratianai systenli, saie application af Scionl-
tific forcstry, be adopted b>' the govcrnmient and
by flic luilibernienl, ta the greater profit of ftle
lunîibernien, and wvitb increased and conltinuai
revenuesi othei province. I.unibcrnien do not pose
as philanthropiets, sieither are thcy ini the busi-
ness merely for tlheir Iîeaith. They kîîaow it

votild pay thern botter as à.rmile ta take out oni>'
the trecs ai large growtlî, leaving the smialcilais
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'l'ie ,aving eftccted ini tic past iev %.Cars, bath
toi the provinicial revenue anîd ta tlic liiîit owniers

~hîo, have eliiployed lire ranlgers, bas beeti ver>'
grea:, anîd thoera k reason ta liope tha t ul anly
xvii thle gao'ertnilit endeavor ta pratect the
revenîue b>' mulre adv'anced reguilations ansd
restrictionls ini futture sales of Iinîiits, but duiit the
preseiit own'îîrs ai pille Iinîlits w~iii, w~itiî the added
saiety ironi tire, adopt mîore ecoîîonlical ilietliods
andi prooîg indcfiniteiy flic pcriod oi profitable
%v~orking of titeir f'orest ameis. Thiis cars only bic
accoiîplislied w"itii greater iîîiîîilitv froili ire,
and wvitlî a mîore tiioroughi knîoieg a h

habit ai growvtl anîd other sylvicuittiral conditions
stirrauiîdiig Caiiadiaiî forest trocs. Santie other
qualificationîs tiîaiî knawiiîg liow ta feul a trac
quickiy and sawv it ita logs wvill be reqtîired on

tie part or formatsii hiue
iwoads, just as saîîîe knaw-

ledge ofiscientific agriculture
bias beauî fonitnd advanta-
geous ini successini iariing.

Wliere thoera lias been s0
nîti napliazard andi waste
iniaur lu îîîberhig aperattions,
it is îîîtercstiîîg ta lciîaw
tlîat tiiere have beeiî excep-
t'ions ta the mile ; thiat sanie,
at Ieast, ai aur lunibcriiien

J__ bave ptîrstîed a dilTereîît
course, anîd, despite the
adcd dlanger fran thec care-

* less nietiods ai neigiiboring
limnit hiolders, wvith consid-

* arable sticcess. Anioîîg
*tiiese niay be ciassed The

.1 Ratiîbuîî Companîy, ai
~ I)eseronto. liaviîîgsecured

tiniber limits oniftie streanîs
tributary ta Lake Ontario


