THE CRITIC.

OUR REPORTERS XMAS RAMBLINGS.

“ Lot us tako n walk dows Fleot Street” said Dr. Johnson, and every one
can mmagme how enjoyablo n stroll in such cxcollont company must have
proved. With such an sllustitous examp » before him o reporter of “Tue
Criric, while debarred frum withessing the sights and ecenes of the world’s
great motropolis, deternmuned, in o more humble way, to take a stroll throngh
tho principal busiuess stroots of Ialifux, aud to record for tho bowetit of
Tre Cntric's thoussnds of country subsoribors the preparations made by our
leading wholesals and rotail morchants to meet the demands for holiday
goods.
1t was n Lright, cloar aftornoon, with no prospects of the thaw that has

sinco, like the plague, como upon us. “fhe sleighing was excollont, and as
the reporter slippod into Hollis Streot and started gouth at a brisk paco he foit
that glow of health and that oxuburauco of spivits always imparted by cool,
bracing air and bright skies.

Entoring the establishment of Mr. W, t{. Johnsou tho woll-known
dealer in pinnos and organs, he found that it was being well patronizad, and
that Mr. Johnson and his obliging clerke wero busy tu oxplaining the merits
of a vory large stock of Lhe finest instrumente in the market. A well known
amatour was seated before a Kuabo playing rome brilliant eolections, and
the nobility and power of tone of the instrument, uts elasticity and security of
touch woere fully demonstrated  The reportor was hevo guilty of an unheard-
of act, one for which he is deserving of grave censure. Notwithstanding
that ho had no intention of investing, and regardless of the fact that a
number of hona fide eustomers were wating, he menaged to monopolize tho
aitention of ono of tho clerks for somo ten nminutes. He agked the price of
a Chickering, snd thumbed nway ab its keys till it groaned in protest. A
Whoeoelock, o Hallet and Davis, and a Stovenson were all priced and tor
tured in turn. Then ho upset and nearly 1uined a pisno stool, at the same
timo giving an ugly dont to the case of s handsowe Bell organ, and thep,
without apology, he took his depatture, saying he would *Call 8y .iu next
wook.” (Chestnut). Was the like cver heard of betorel

North on Hollis Street past Harrington'’s long window, with its tempting
display of Christmas edibles, he hurridd, but fast as ho was going a youny
city belle, with rosy chocks and flashing oyes and countenanco all aglow
with health and happiness, passed him like a flash. IHer jaunty sealskin
cap, her sealskin cloak, ler little, (no, we can’t write that, lnlifax girls are
not noted for their little feet), her well propurtivned feet cased in fur-topped
boots, proved that she combined that most desirable requisite—wealth—
with boauty. On shu went, but there was a sudden halt in her paco,
she came down to a dignified and stately walk, and a few seconds aftorward
bowed most charmingly t- ome oue acress tho street. Glancing across, the
roporter noticed half a docon oflicers grouped around the club steps, and
found that she had been undergoing military inspection.

The reporter had been so engrossed in watching this littio scone that ho
had passed Swith’s and Eagar’s drug cstablishments, with their large assort-
ments of Christmmas cards, fiue perfumes, raro toilet articles and nauscating
medicines, without notice, nnd only recovered himself in timo to turn into
Freoman Elliott's. Here he feasted his eyes on an array of cosy dressing
gowns, Turkish smokiug caps, stunning necktics and gontlemen’s requisites
of every description. But ho only feasted his oyes, 28 ho carried ho pro-
vecbially empty wallet of the reporter. Leaving tomptation bohind he still
continued north. YTho sidewalks wore crowded with pedosisizus, sleighe
with merry jingling bells dashed past, their berobed and befurred occupants
beaming with good-uatured enjoyment. All was life, gaiety, excitement,
and a horse car dragging slowly by with its four toiling horses, seemed
decid.dly ont of place.

On went the reporter, just pausing to glanco into Sievert's window with
its array of smokers’ requisites, Indian goods, snow shoesand shining skates,
passed Mylius’ drug storo and the groat wholesale cstablishment of Burns

- & Murray, until George strect was reached, where a turn was made and a
visit paid to the business premises of Messrs. V. & C. Silver. Space for-
bids him from more than mentioning the great stock of dry goods and cloth-
ing to bo soen in this establishment. There the richest and poorest meet,
the ono, it may be, to purchase silks and satins, tho other, good cheap
prints, warm blankets and comfortable woollen goods, but the same courtesy
13 extended to all.

What & surging crowd pours dowe Georgo Street, and how many pause
at Mitcholl's. The reporter was stiuck by tho total absorption of one little
fellow who, with nose pressed agamnst the window pane, was taking in with
great wondrous eyes tho fruit, the toys, the rich coufectionery and luscioua
fruits displayed within. It reminded him of the happy days when Santa
Claus was a .ealily to him, when a copper was a fortuno and a ten cent
piece a bonanza.

From Mitcholl's to Sarre's is but a step, and here {hé reportar met a fow
would-bo dudes, who puffed fragrant cigarettes and imagined that every
pretty girl who went by was *“clean gong” on them. Sarre has his usual
well selected stock of smokers’ requisites, snow shoes, skates, &e., &e., but
doosn’t know where to advertiso them to the best advantago.

But the reporter had special friends of Tne Cuitic's to see, to ~.hom ho
was bound to give a Christinas greeting, and so he hurried aroun . KKnowles’
corner info Granville Streel.  Gossip’s bogk store and Albro’s Jured hiw in,
but he passed on to Macgiegor & Knight's, pausing at Anderson, Billing &
Co.’s., 10 heavo a sigh of regret that the kindly head of that establishment
had boen taken from us. It secmed but yosterday that ho had been w.lking
io our streots. Iiis bright sinile, his geotle courtesy, his neat attire, all so
woll remombered, and yei hoe has gone forever. Truly, “in tho midst of
lifo wo are in death.” Ifow many of our old merchants ato leaving us!
Will tho new and pushing goneration bo ablo to accoptably fill their places ¥

Thoe young and-ontorprising stationors and liooksellers, Mossrs. Macgrogor

& Knight, have rapidly risen to favor and the roportor found that they wore
beiug awarded n liboral patronnge. With a large scleotion of books to suit
avery tasto, grave snd gay, learned and unlesrned, heavy treatises aud bright
works of fiction, works of travol, bonutifully hound aud finely illustrated
aditions, bibles, prayer books, church litoraturo, in fact evorythivg in this
lina that could tompt tho Christmas purchaser 18 to be found on their tablos
aud shelves.  Fancy goods of all descriptions are here, and tho repotter
lingored 10 long ovor tho literary feast sproad beforo him that twilight had
deeponed into datkness beforo ho loft.

The shops had been lightod up, the brilliant glow from tho olectrio lamps
dnzzled tho oyo as it was roflectod from the snowy streots, the air had taken
on an icior odgo and pedostrians wero hurrying along with bowed hoads, and
above tho jinglo of t‘m sloigh bolls tho shrisking of the runnera of the
sloighs was distinctly audible. Nothing more was to bo seon that night, so
tho reportor hurried honio, but will continue his ramblos oo snothor occasion.

AP Gt

(ue morning in October, between clovon and twolve, whilo running his
train ovor tho Delaware division at a high rato of spoed, about two miles
this side >f Parker’s Glon (Now York), ougineer Morritt Turrer saw a
bandsomo buck deer on tho track ubout a quarter *of a mile ahead of
him. “I'ho track at this point runs for miles along the side of the mountain,
its precipitous sides being on the south side and tho Dolaware River on the
north, 30 foet holow the Jovel of the track. The deor could not climb
tho mountain, and evidently did not relish tho idea of making the 30-foot
Jump ; so it increased itd speed, snd bounded away down the track ahead
of the approaching train. Lnginoor Turner took in the situation, and,
throwing his engine wide opon, started after the afirighted animal. It was
lungs and wind against steam and axlo-grease, and the latter won, The deer
was ovortaken, and tho locomotive threw the poor creature with great force
agaipst the rocks, fatally injuiding it. The trainmon cut the animal's throat,
thraw the carcass on tho pilot of the locomotive, und brought it Port Jorvis.
Tho trainmoen feasted on venison for a woek.—Iron.

-

COMMERCIAL.

The volume of trade being considerably checked by bid roads and
unsgoasonablo weather, has beon somewhat restricted. There is little change
to note in tho goneral condition of wholesale businesr. The demand for
fancy and holidoy goods has been good, and considerable trade has been dono
in those lines.

The general fcoling is ono of confidonce in the future and trade manifests
healthy symptoms. Paymonts are porhaps a little loss prompt than might
be desirable, but, ou the whole, they have been satisfactory.

Our romarks in the last issue of Tie Critic anent the sad mismanage-
mont of postal matters has, we arc happy to say, attracted the attention of
the persous to whom the people have instrusted the conduct of this
important branch of the public service, and we have been assured that every
offort will be made to grant tho roforms asked for. Tho remarks that we
felt impejled by tho circumstances to make were not intended to impute any
blamo to the local postal authorities—who always do all that they can under
their idstructions to meet the desirss of the public—but were written in
view of the fact that the Dominion Government is bou.d to giv~ the .busi-
ness portion of thu community overy facility of inter-communication. That
govornment is about to negotiste a now contract with some stocmship
company to carry the mails between Canada and Europe, and tho rights of
business people should bo duly weighed, as well as those of the contracting
company, in arrangiog tho details of the agreement. It sppears tous that
this is a mattor in which the Board of Trade should move for the general
iaterest. A represeatation from that body would, doubtless, have its 'duu
cffect, and a 1eform 'n postal matters might, and probably would, bo attained
through thom,

Whte treating of postal mattors it is nnt out of placo to note that the
postal o, stem of tho T'nited Statos is far more liboral than that of Canada.
In the neighboring nation two conts will carry & onc-ounce package not only
through their own territories but also to any place in Canada. A Canadian
dosiring to send a lettor has to pay threo coents for every half-ounce. The
Americaps also proposo to reduce their rato of postage to one cent per ounce,
and the proposition is likely to recoive the approval of Congress. Why
does Canada stick totho old tuts ? This country cannct afford to be bohind
thoage, Thoe ancient idea that the postsl department should be a direct
sourco of revenue was oxploded long ago; and all natious except Canada
have recognized tho fact, and have adopted their laws in accordance therewith.
The indirect rovonuo derived by any government through other channels
more thun counter-balances any apparent Joss by the postst dopartment.
The time is not far distant when the mails will bo —liko public highways—
absolutely free. .

Breansturrs,—Markels are firm with a marked tondency to advance.
Whoat in grain centres has gone up from 6 to $ cents within tho last month,
and flour from 10 to 25 cents per bartel.  Still the local supply being fully
oqual to tho duoand it has been difficuit for city dealers to push prices up
and wo do not materially alter our quotations, As stated in previous issues
we do not think that any permanent advanco may bs confidently counted
upou. The presont rise acems to bo purely spoeculative and doos not appoar
to have any roal basis, so that a collapse may bo looked for before long.

Dry Goovs.—Rotailers complain that trade is vory dull, but impaitial
opinion is that o fair volumo of business is doing for this season of the
year. Commorcial {tavollors aro proparing to go out again, and wholesale
men are ju recoipl of as many orders as thoy can convoniently fill. Cotlons
and woolons continue to bo vory firm and all advancos made are hold.




