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Lut lis tako a ivnlk- doiva Fleet. Stre~et" said DJr. Johnsoun, nnd al'ary on)
cau imagine how%% enjuynbie a btruil ini sodaà excellent Coîtîplîî1y mt liav
proved. Withi suc> liu illettiuts exmp n i' fore Iiitut a rellortor of 'l
GRineC, whlll dcbarred fruiii iitilessing tlîa aigluts fiid @celles; of tii% tvrsd'
great niatropolîs, dctarîtatncd, iii a more hîumbîle vway, te <ski' a atroll firoiig
te principal business situes of' linlifax, nui <o record for ta bonolit o

Tiit Gzutriu' tîtouonds of country atîbscribors tlie lîrpparation tonde hy ou
Icadiî'g wholesalu auit ratai! maîrchanîts ta iiet the dlemaunda for boIida:
goode.

It wos a briglit, clear at'ternoon, %vitit nu lîroipects of tlia tli Vinat lin
mince, like tlie plague, camne upon os. TheL silinig 'vas tqxcollolut, anîd a
the reporter alippedi itîto Ilollia Streutand qtnrtteltoitli nt bnisk pne hie fol
Vint gloiw of hieaîtî andti luit extl>burane of spirits ilwiay8a inparteul by cool
braoin air and briglît fkies.

Enýutarin,, tic ostuîblisliîîîent ef 'Mr. W. IL. Johnmouo tîte wvell-kuowr
denier iii ianos nud engrais, ho foituil thant it wis becbg wel patîntriud~, Ali(
Liiot Mr. Jelinsun sud lus ul*olîgitug, clenk eo buq> lu üxplaining thie ilnerits
of al vory large stovk of Lin. fluent iuîs;triiiiîorit.î ii tlhe mriaket. A %vell Ictnowl
amateur iras seatecil ha'furp a Kîtabu pinyin-, eoiiit' brilliant, Poiectîeuîî, au(
tha nobility atid piower eft otte of tua instrumtîeît, lis eliitcity and seciînity Ol
touch %veto fully doqiîîou4tiîtel 'l'lie îeporteî waîs Il re guilt.v ofanu unhoird
ef net, oe for wlîichtlie is descrving of grave cenîsure. NLlotwitiE;Ltaitdiiii
tîtat ha lindi no itntention et inivestîu,,, sud rt»'gardless ofte fletat tlt i
munibor of 1mai, jisle tbtuiiicri ivere wauttin,,, he inana;ged to inooliY.o tlii
attention of ono of tîta clerks fur quoite ten iniutte, liu àshcea th price oi
a Chickering, sud Lhuinbcd aitv ntitq koys I it greatietin puîreteat. A
'%Vhoelock, a Hllut aud Davis, nnd a Stuveneou weru atil îîîiced aud tor
turcit in tutu. Thoen lia upset anti nearly i uiiia-d il pi snc stoel, et the, saîtîr
tinte giviog an ugly dlent te tIra casa of a liauîdsouie lli oigait, and thon,
withoitt apology, lia took ]lis deliarture, siyiiîg lha ivould IlCal ai, iu next
iweek." <Chestnut). I'as thie likao ever lîcarci et belore i

Northt ou Miollis 'Street past liarrington',; long îviudow, witlî its ttnptim,
display of Cbristms edibies, lie humrridd, but fast lis lho %vas gaii g n young
city belle, with rosy checks and flashiiug oyes and cotîntcnaunce ail eglow
with haalth. andt happines, pîascd hlmn liko a flash. Iler jaunty scalskin
cap, lier seaiekin cloak, lier littie, (no, ive can't writo <hînt, linlifax girls aire
mat nateci for thein little foot>, lier woll proportiuneil feet cased in fur-topped
bouta, provcd that site combineil thuat iniost desirable retquisito-telth-
witb beauty. On alto went, but tîtere, was a atdcln liait lu lier paco,
elhe came down te a dignificit andt stateiy walk, aud a few seconds aftorward
bowed mont cbarmîigiy tV crue oue across tue strcet. Glancing across, tlie
reporter noticed haIt a de.4eo ofliceri groulied around thie club stops, aud
found <bat slte liait been uoilorgeing, îuilitany inspection.

The> reporter lied been so engrossaid in wvntchîiu- tis littio scenla t.liat lue
Lad nisseit Simith's and Eagar'a drug establishmnents, witli their large nssnrt-
molnts; of Christmnas cards, ina îîcrftUnes, rare toilet articles anud nauselting
medicines, ivithout notice, sand only recovoreit hileiseîf in tinte to turu into
Freeman Elliotts. lifero lie fecstcd lus eyes ou un array of cosy drcssingi
gowna, Turkish smokiug capls, stuoiug ueckties and gentlemen's requieites
af evory description. But hie oniy feasteit bis oye., is lia carried tîa lira-
verbialiy euupty wnlctet he reporter. Lcaving tomptation bohinit ho atili
cantinuad nortît. Tho sidewaiks wveru crowded witii I)edutâ4r!us, sleighe
with merry jingling bellu dashteit past, their borobad and befurred occupants
beaniing witiu good.xiatured onjeyîîîent. Ail %vas life , gaiety, excitemntu,
and a horse car dragging slovly by ivith ils four toilin- hbases, aeed
deci$.;dly ont et place.

On went the reporter, just pausiug te glanco loto Sievorts wvindow with
ita array et stookera' requisitos, Indian goods, snewv siocs and shîining skates,
passed Mylina' drugt store and tiue grat wvbolesala ostabii'ahnîent of Burna

&Murray, until George streat was roaclied, whero a turu was mande andt a
visit paid ta tha business preuiisca of Meuars. WV. & C. Silvor. Space fer-
bide i froto more tbau nîeutioing <lie grêat stock et dry gocédsand cloLlu-

lng ta o c u in this establishmuent. Thoera tha ricluest anti p)oorieaL uneet,
th a na, iL inay bo, te iîurchiasa silka soit satins, tlie othen, good cliîap
prints, warmn blankets aud comfortabla woollcn POLIS, but <ha saroe ceurt'esy
ia extended te ali.

What a surging crowd îuouri; dow Corge, Street, and luow many pausa
at. Litebell's. Tho, reporter ivas stiuck by <ho total absorption af ane litLlo
fcllow who, 'vith nose pressed against thua widov laane, wvas taking in with
great ivoudrous aycs the fruit, tha <cys, tho richi coxatcctioncry ani luscicua
fruits displayei within. It reîiitcd hiiîî et te happy days vlien Sauta
Claus was a :eiliLy te hinu, ivhem a coppar wras a fortîune and a ton cent
pioe a bonanza.

Froua Mitcholl's te Sarro's is but a btep, sud )l.-( ta repurtar mat a few
wonld-bo dudes, wsho puficit fragrant cigarettes antd imaginait that avpry
pretty girl iwbo ivent by wvas "lcliran gene" on Iliuem. Sarro hies luis iteuni
well alectoit stork et antokers' reqisites, inow siiocs, skates, &c., &c., but
dosn't know %wluere te ndvertiaa thenu ta tlue bea adv'antago.

But thua reporter had tipeciai frieuds et Tia C;I(TIÇ'8 te Se, tO -. out lie
was boini te givo a Christmnas gtceting, and su lieiturricil aroun 7.lnowles'
corner iuta Gran-.ille Street. Goeip's bock iitore.sit dAlbro'3 luradit hm in,
but ho pasmcd on tu M1aegîegor & Kinight'd, pauing sut Anderson, ]iilling &
Co.'s., to Leave a sigh et regret tuint tae kinitly linad et that establishîment
Ladl bean Laken fromu us. 1<. scemait but yosterday tat ho 1usd beu %vý..king
ln out streots. lis briglut sinila, bila genfle courtesy, bis neit attire, nIl se
ivoîl r'emembered, andt yat hue bas gene forever. Trîîly, "lu tha ilîidst of
lite %ve ara in doath." IIow many et our aid rnercbauts arc lasviuîg tus !

VilII <ho new aud pnshing ganeration bo abla te acceptably ifill tiroir places '1
The yoîing nutotrnso ttoassdbooksollcns, Msa. bMac-regor

& Kiiht, have rapidly zisett to, favor and tlie reporter found tittt thoy wore
beiug awArded a liberal patronage. \ritiî a large scection of books Io suit

e~ ovcry aLse, gçraveonxd gay, learned and uiilcoarood, lteavy troatinesaud bright
0 worlis of fiction, wvorks of travol, beautifully hound aud flneiy illustrated
P éditions, bilfi., prayor houks, ohurcl lit.ertituro, in filet everythitig in tiis

'~lin that could tempt the Chîristmans pureliaser te ta hoa found on theit tables
iand siepli en. Fâncy goodaet ofil descriptions nre haro, and the reporter

f lingered ;o long ovor tlie literary fanaL spread beore him that twilight liad
r depnllpd into dalkneas belore h1o loft.

The 'lio hps hall been ligh:ad up, the brilliaut glow rtra tho eloctric lampa
tLizziod ieco na it wua roflectod froîin the mnowy atreate, the air hall taken
on au icier odgo and lpedeatrieua %vero hurryingaloug witiî bowod hoads, rand
n boya the jiîîglo ef the aleigi belle the ahrilnkiug of the runuora of Uie

t sloiglis wu diatînctiy nudible. 1Yething" moto %vas tu bucu tbtat Dighit, go
tlie reporter hurried hauîte, but ivill continîue his ratoble on ânothar occasion.

IOne litoroing iu October, botwoen cloo and twalva, whilo runniug lie
.traiu over the ])P.li%'v3ra division nt a higî rate of a;îeed, about two miles

ith<is aida if llarker'ti Glon (New York), engineer erritt Turrer saw a
1 l'nidsuîni buck (lenr on tha track about a quarter -of a mile attend of

Iilijii. Tho track nt Luis point rue for miles alonig the aide eft <le niountain,
it8 lîrecipitous sides boing oui tha moud, aide and the Delaware River on tha
ilorth, :31 feot holow tho laval ef the truck. The deer cuuld not ciimb

itha meuntain, rand ovitlently did net relishi tha idea. of îîîaking the 30.foot,
juiiîp ; au it increased ita! apead, and bounded nway clown the track ahoad
etof he nlpproiing train. Enginoor Turner took in tho situation, and,
tlirowing his emplîie, %vide open, satrted arter tlue afl'righted animal. It was
lumpsa and inui ngaîiinst ateami and axlo.grcaso, and the latter won. The deer
%vas ovortaken, and tlie locomotive tbrew tic jîoor creaturo with great forte
0uigainat the rocks, fatally injuins it. The traiuman cuL the animai'a <broat,
thrziav the cartesu nu <lia pilot of 0te locomiotive, aud brought it Port Jervis.
Tho trainuin foistcdl on venison for a iveck.-Iroit.

COMMERCIAL.

IThe volumea of <rade boing considerably checked by hit racis sud
unseasonable wcatber, huas becu somowbat restricteit. Thora is litte change
te note in tae gencrai condition et wbolnaale businsar. Tho dernand for
faney and holiday goda bas beau good, and considorabie, <rade bas hoon doue
lu <beau huaes.

The o eral fcching is ona et confidence lu the future and <rade infaiuta
healthy symrptenis. Payieut-s are porbaps a littie legs prompt tbau migh<
bc deatirble, but, ou te wholo, they have beeu satisfaotory.

Our rearke in the last issue of TirE CuRrucG ament tha Sad mUIsanago.
muent of ptostal inatters lias, we are hîappy te say, attncL~d the attention cof
tha persons te, whîni tlue people have instrustod the cauduct of <bis
important branch eft <le public service, and we have beau assured that overy
effort ivill bu mande to grant tho reforma ssked for. Th> remarks <bat we
(ciL impejied by <ho circunistance3 te toako were net iutended to impute any
bluie te the local postal autboritius.:-wlio alwaya (Io ail that <bey eau under
tîtoir insatructions tu mneut the desires of tlue public-but wone written lin
vieir etof t act tbaL the Dominion Go ornaeut la bou àd to givi the> busi-
nem portion of <ho comtununity deory faciiity of inter-cammniuicatieu. That
goernuiient le about <o negotiate a new coutraet vxth sera. stoaunehip
company te carry the mails betweu Canada and E urope, nnd the righte of
business people sho.ild, bo duly weighod,'as weli as <hoa of <lie con<mecting
company, lu arraugiag the details et tae agreement. IL appears te us that
this isn amaLter lu vqbici te Board af Traite shauid move fer tho general
intecrest. A raprese station firnth<at body wouid, doubtiess, have iLs duo
effeet, aud a refont .n postai matters might, andt probabiy would, ho attaiued
througli teom.

White Lrcating et postai matter IL le nt out et pince <o note thaL the
postai . item af the ITnited Statua ln far moe liboàll thon <bat et Caznda.
Iu tho neiglhboriuig nationu two cents wiil carry a ono-ounca package flot enVy
through their owu territories but aise Io amny place lu Canada. A canadian
desiring te scuit a lettoir has ta pay threo cents fer avary baif-ounco. The
Auncricans aise proposa te reduce <hit rate ef postage te on> cent par ounco,
aud tho proposition is likcly te receivo, <ho appreval of Congress. Wlhy
dous Canada stick te the oid rute ? Titis country cannot afford te o b bbind
tha age. The ancient idea that tLa postai doparimnut abeuid bc a direct
source of revenue wvas axploded long ago; and nil nations except Canada
hnve recognized <ho tfct, sud have ndopted their inws lu accordaucu tberewith.
Th> indirect revenue derived hy aîîy goverument, <hrongh other channols
oae than couuter-baflauces auy apparent boss by tho postal deopartuleut.

The ime ia not ftr distant wluen the mails wiil bo -liko public highws-
absolutely frec.

Bîra.%InSTUFIr.-iMnr-ket3 are fiin wi<h a marbced <oudoncy ta advauce.
Wboat in grain centres bas gone up froin ( ta 8 cents wi<hiu tho last mouth,
sud flour tram 10 ta 25 cents lier bLriel. Still <bu local 3upply hoing- tuily
oqual <o, tua dtuaand IL bas beau dificuit for city doalers te push priea up
an i v do net matcriaiiy alter our quekîLiaus. As statuat lu proviens issues
ive do mot <hink that any permanent advance may bc oanfidently counteit
upon. Tho priseut risc soelus Le ha puraly spocuintive and doos net appear
to have sny rosi basis, se <liat a coilapse ntay bu looked for befere long.

Dny Goous.-lotaiera counplain <uln <rade ia very duil, but inapaîtiel
opinion la <bat e fait vulume et buainos le doing for titis seagou of the
year. Commuercial <ravellats arc prcpnriog tu, go on~t again, sud whoiesale
mn are in receipL of as maauy ordera as Lboy eau convaniantly fll. Cottons
anti wooelans continue to ba vory frirm aud ail advances made are hld.


