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Si. Patrick's Day at Hastings, Ont,

Never before in the memory of our parish-
wners was St Patriek’s day kept with such
celebration ag tlus year.  Our venerable pus-
tor baving established the League of the
Sucred Heart ona solid aud flounshing basis,
proposed to stir up devotion to Ireland’s saint
awdt furth  the breasts of old awd youug by a
magmficent ceremony.

The Rev. Father Counelly, S.J., came all
the way from Montreal to be vreacher for the
oteasion. At the Ihgh Mass, wineh was
fully attended, VFather Quick was celebrant,
and he was ably assiated by an angel choir of
altur boys in white surplices to the number of
thirty. They wore proudly on their youthful
brensts Treland’s green with the red of the
Sucred Heart, wiieh, as the preacher took
oceasion to tell them, blemied together in per.
fect harmony.

The sermon for the day was from the test
of 5t. Paul 1o the Romans - « 1 thank my God
i Jesus Christ that your faith 18 spoken of in
the whole world.””  + The faith spoken of to-
day in the whole world,” said the preacher,
s Irelund's fuith It is the festival not only
ot the httle Ireland cradled in the blue foam-
g billows of the Atlantic. but much more of
the greater Ireland extending beyond the sens
i England and  Scotland, i Australn.
throughout the length and Sreadih of America,
wr our own Canada. In every part of the
world there 15 ascending to-day with the
strains of music and the incense of a thousand
altars, u two-fold hymn of praise in honour of
Ireland’s saint and faith and lreland ; nation-
ulity, the time so closely interwoven and
blended that they have their fit expression in
cur glorious festival.

What u momentous event took pluce, what
a trinmph &l St. Patrick aclhieve, on that
Luster morning when, with the help of the
little shamrocek plucked from the sward of Tara.
he presented to the assembled intellect ot Ire-
land the queen of mysteries, the truth of
Privne God. At once withont hesitation, ag
by a miracle, the mind and with it the beart
of 2 whole people opened to the true faith.
Othier Apostles had to wade their way in blood
to the hearts of the nations which they hed
undertaken to evangehze, but the island which
Patrick found a nation of pagans he left an
istand of saints. So deep did the faith sink
into it, that henceforth the whole nation—its
mind, heart, charscter and history-—shail be
woulded by itsinfluence.  Oh ! what a trimnph
for the nation and what a triumph for the
feith ! On that day Ireland took her stund on
the rock cf Peter, never more to be sepsrated
from it, and henceforth the nation shall par-
take of its life, its strength, its vitality, its un-
dying constuncy- the eternal freshness and
vouth of the rock of ages. Other nalions,
those that bousted of being the most Cliristian
and Catholic and eldest daughters of the
Church, have grown old and decrepid. DBut
Ireland, after fourteen hwsdred  yeors, still
reteang all the freshness and vigour of her first
youth, the full, untaded beauty of the faith
and hife that St. Patrick breathed into her on
that eventful worning.  Hersunis only nsing
whilst all others 1 ov the dechne or has
already set.

And whal a tnumph for the faith * On that
day of Patrick’s lirst scrmon the Church of
Peter ..z & whole nation of aposties. They
carvted the toreh of faith with the light of
sanctity and learnming into every patt of
Yurope in those dark days following the des-
ceut of the ruthless barharian hordes from the
North and Last on all the fields and centers of
southern civibzation. Buu esoecially Divine
Providence had vhosen this nation of Apostles
and wempered it hlie so much steel in the fire
of tribulation, and kept it like a quiver packed
with sharpest arrows for the Church agzinst
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thoge latter times when a more material and
soullers civilization was to spread hike a uni-
versal blight over the earth, and the torch was
to be lighted ancew and cureied brighter, lugher
and farther than ever before. Bishops and
pricats and smnmts would be powerless unless
there was a vhole people to cateh their illu-
mination and hold their light, veflect it, vadiate
it lur and wide.  God had chosen 2 people und
prepared them and chastened them for the
Aposgtolic mission. ‘There ¢an be no apostle-
ship worthy of the name unless ut the price of
self-sacrifice and suffering, with bloodshedding
and to denth. Irelnnd had her days, aye and
her centuries of suffering and bloodshed.  And
she had her deaths when in this century her
fumine-stricken children lay spread over her
bosom as a shroud, wlhien their bones whitened
the bottom of the veean wake and of the chan-
nel of onr own St. Lawrence. Yes. Ireland
had her darhened day of death, butit was to
be followed by the sarnse of a glorious resur-
Yection. lafe was to come forth trom the very
sepulchre.  Only the seed which rots in the
clay shook upan arieh waving harvest with
frusts a hundred fold.  Behold the harvest,
look forth and see the fruits of Ireland ; Apos-
tleship, not only in the little 1sland, but in
the greater lrelund spread over the world.
Beliold those glonions churchies  with their
hierarchies clothed in stoles and white sur-
plices, in purple and cardinal red, with golden
crosiersin the hand and ghttering mitres on
the brow. On their 1ight and on the left,
surrounded with vanity, are religious orders
and congregations of mess in monasteries and
colleges and academies, and troups of virgins
in convents and cluisters, in orphanages and
houses of providence, attending to every form
of want and suflering.  Look at those majestic
towers and Gothie spives, und in the churches
from St. Johm's and Hulifax to Toronto and
Guelph and Winnipeg, from New York to Szu
Francisco, in England, Scotland. Turn your
eyes now to the Seutheri, seas, Australin,
Oceaniea, aud there the same glorious vision
unfolds iself to the view. These are all fruits
of Ireland’s Apostlzship renewing in those
Celtic hiomes on & world.wide scale. the en-
chanting scenes preseribed by one hittle island
following the days of St. Patrick’s preaching.
“ Gowy, they went and wept, casting thear seels.
But coming, they shall come weth joytulness, carry-
ing their sheaves.”

To yon, brethren, it belongs to perpetnate
this twofold triumph by living true to your
race, true to yonr faith.”

In the evening a large audiexce, in which
were nearly all the principal Protestant resid-
ents of the town, assembled again in the
church to hear Futher Connolly, this time lec-
turing on the Apostolic spirit of the Irish
people. He began Dby explunnng that the
apostolic spirit of Ircland did not inply that
u Jarge proportion of its sons were celled to be
priests and its daughters nuns, but that when-
ever there was an Irishman whose breast was
stirred by the spirit of his race, there was one
who guve to God and climrch the last child of
his faunly, the last roam of his house, the last
dollar in lus pocket, and if necessary the last
blow in lus arm and fist. The lecturer at-
tached himself to illustrate, by anecdotes taken
from the poneer history of the Irich in this
country and the Unted States, the three
following traits of Irish character. Zeal for
ha glory of his faith and religion, as shown in
the beautifcl and costly churches, colleges,
convents and institutions existing m the var.
1ous centres of Irish settlement in this and
othier countries, St. Johm's, N. I’., Halfux,
St. John, N. B., Montreal, Kingston, Toronto,
Guelph, and in _the United States from New
York to San Francisco. Sccondly. in the

ashman's unate love for controversy as
shown in his atiraction for controversial scr.
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mons, his memory for points and arguments.
his skilful use of the weakness of logic m the
cause of the faith. ‘Tho battlo that Patrick
ongages with his fellow-workmen, Biidget
carries into the liomes of which sheis the
trusted and devoted servant, practising not less
by her knowledge of her eatechiem supported
with :hapter and verse, than by the example
of her virtue, her honesty, and regnlarity of
practice.  Thirdly, in his readiness to expose
Ing lifo in defense of his cliurel: aad priest, ns
mstanced in the Orange viots and attacks on
churclies and processions in this country, and
in the Know Nothing raids that occurred m
the neighbouring republic.

In conclusion *the lecturer expressed the
liope that the parish of Hastings would pursuo
that free apostolic spirit of self-sacrifice which
in the past gave so many vocalions 1o the
priccthood and to the religious orders from
amongst its children.
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As is always the ease, priests were promin-
ent as St. Patrick's Day orators all over the
country. This fact shows that the Irlsh-:‘hn'-'
orican people, like ** the old folkg at home,
vegard St. Patrick’s day as a religious feast
first and Irelaud’s nationsl holiday afterwards.

.. Bishap Brennan, of Dallas ‘Pexas, has or-
dered that a religions celebration be held in
overy parish of his diocese on the morung of
Oct. 12, the 400th anniversary of the discovery
of America, and has suggested that a civil ob-
servance be had in the evening of the same
day. .
...At a meating of the Irish-American socioties
of San Franciseo it was resovied that the pro-
ceeds of the entertainment gicen on the even-
ing of St. Patrick’s Day should form the
nucleus of a fund for the erection of a stulue
to General Phitip H. Sheridan in Golden Gate
Pack.

. A report from Rome on Saturday had it that
Archbishop Corrigan. of New York was to be
made a Cardinnl.” At the episcopal residence
no confirmation of the report could be obtained.

The report is made on the authority of N
Capitale, 3 newspaper of Rome. The Arch.
bishop places no relianee in what the paper
says, for the reason that it is a radical Journal.

Donahoe's Monthly Magazine, for April, is
avery interesting number. Theleading article
gives an account of the importance of the Irish
Element in New York Public Life, by Hon.
Edwin Arling. A Contrast, by Miss Anne T\
Sudlier. Convict Priests in Australia. Mary
Magdalen, a poem from the Garman.  Rt. Rev.
John M. Farley, D.D., V-G. {wiih a portrait).
Why Mixed Marrisges Should be Avoided.
Phe late Cardinal Manning on the life of Ire.
iand's Patern Saint. Auxiiiary Trade Schools?
Forty Years in the Charch. Present Outlook
of the Negro Catholic Missions in the United
States. The above is but a few of the articles
in this number. The )uvenile department 13
as interesting as usual.

At the meeting of electors to choose 3 coad-
jutor to Bishop Ryan, of Buffalo. Bishop Kain,
of Wheeling was named digussimus and Mgr.
Gleeson, dipnior.

Rev, Edward J. McCabe, o{ Brooklyn,. editor
and proprietor of The Catholic Youth, died on
Thursday last while on bis way to Jacksonville,
Fla., in search of health.

...The Pope, who is e ghty-two. wears spec-
actles only when reading. For ordinery uses
his eyesight remains good. 1lecould see belter
at seventy than he could at wwenty, for when
young he was very near-sighted.

A leading and popular Portugese actress,
Lucinda Simoes, has recently abandoned the
stage and entered a convent o! the Sisters of
Charity.
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