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wrdly plotters and ahottors of the murder
of tho Hon. Mv. McGoo is such as has beon
seldom sounivorsally oxhibited by all classes
ol our pooplo. We observe that it is mooted
by sevoral influontinl journals that a Spocial
Commission should ho formed to try tho
prisoners, and thus got rid of the dolay con.
sequont on awaiting tho Fall Assizes. Those
who have the managomont of the matter
aro doubtless the best qualified to judgo
of the oxpedioncy of such & moensuro ; all
wo dosiro to 8vo is speedy and detormined
justice administored toall concerned. In
this thero is no room for the play of sonti-
meontality with which we wero treated two
yoars ago; theso aro a different avdor cf
offenders, and nothing but tho most vigor-
ous measures can, or will, offoctually destroy
Fenianism in this, its most hideous and
dangerous phase,

IMPERTINENT LEGISLATION,

That distinguishod momber of the United
Statos Congress dMr. Banls, hns met with but
ill success in tho passing of that prodigious
attempt at logislation of his, known as a Bill
for tho pretection of the rights of American
citizons in foroign countries. This preco of
logislative absurdity and importinence made
a very loud pop at its introduction, but
fizzled down in a romarkablo short time.
The absurdity and impertinence of this Bill
is shown by .ir. Banks' own words, he says :
#14 is legislation for the purpose of affacting
the action of foreign Governments, ¢ di.
nary legislation is for the purpose of ol -
ing our own Government. Here we propose
to effect the action of the Governments of
all the Buvopean States.” This is decitedly
rich. Mr. Banks, not content with ruling
the Continent of America, as he fondly be-
lieves, must nceds logislate for all the
European States, and dictate to them the
way thoy should manage their domestic
relations, when such are brought intc con-
tact with that curious individual, the Ameri.
cancitizon, Tho means by which he proposes
to make his measure eftective are not quite
as original as they aro impracticable ; and
are a fair imitation of the diplomacy of the
renowned Theodorus, and, should they be
enforced, are very likely to produce tho
same results. This Bill authorizes the Presi.
dent to seize foreign subjects 7ho happen to
be in the United States, of any power which
should violate any of its provisicns, and re-
tain them as hostages. This is certamly
going back a long way in the machiavelian
sciznce, cnd shuws what very brilliant
Legislative 1deas Mr. Banks must possess.
We have grown accustomed to the lofty
flights taken by that extraordinary bird, the
American eagle, but we must give this
gentleman the credit of attempting to re.
duce those metaphorical sonrtings to & prac-
tical illustration. Doos Mr. Banks beliove
that Great Britan, which ho loves to desig-
nic a3 & “foreign despotism,” would be

less prompt to protect hor citizens in the
Unitod Statos than she wus in Abyssinia?
If hodoes wo would only request him to ro

member tho Zrent aftuir. Theodoro at best
wasg but little abovo the savages of his coun-
tey, and his actions wera in keeping with
hits character, but we hardly expected taseo
his modo of roprisal, which late'y ondid so
disasterously for hum, gravely proposed it

the Legislative Hall of a great and en-
lightened nation. But should tho pro.
visions of this Bill ovor cotnointo force, and
British subjects bo imprisoned by the Presi-
dent of the United States for matters of
which they ~re cntirely innocent, how
is Congross propared to mieet the war
which would inovitably foliow? By having
destroyed the best portion of their navy,
and reduced their army to tho lowest point,
of officiency. Such is the fuct, amd tho
acticn af Congress ouly serves to bring M.
Ban ks and his Bill into contempt.

RETRIBUTION.

—

Our Radical neighbors in the United States
aro beginning to realize something of the
nature of the monster they have boen
chorishing under tho nane of Fenian, in the
doiugs of that grimly mysterious sodioty, thy
Ku Klux Ian. The programmo adoptel
by the latter in tho Southern Stotes is iden-
tical with that which the former areattempt-
ing to perform in different parts of the
British Empire. ‘The following is the moss
authentic account we can find of the origin
and objects of the K. K. XK. :

“ American soctety has been startlad by
the rise, suddenly as a storm cloud it sea,
of o mysteriovs secret socity knowu as the
Ku Xlux Klan. This oddly-namesi organi-
zation is said to have ongmated m East
Tornessee. Irom its birth place 1t swept
like wildfire through Mississipyi, Alabama,
Lousiana, Florida, Virginia, Maryland and
the Carolinas, until now it has extended its
affiliationus evorywhere thoroughout the
South. It has sprung up and shown its
gigantic size, like Jonah's gourd, inanight;
its doings and objects are as yet shroude
in mystery; butit is understood to behostile
to nogro suffrage and congressional recon.
struction. The first manifestation of the
KuKlux Klan consisted of mystical placards
with image. o7 death, tho skull and bones,
gibbets, coffins and pictures of horrible sup-
pers. The members meet in obscure apart.
ments at midnight, swear ..lemn oaths of
secrecy and obedience, and recognize each
othar by grips and passwords. Tho super-
stitious negroes of the South are much
alarmed, and few of them venture out after
dark. ﬂamly, however, the comparatively
harmless origies of the Ku Klux Klan have
given place to acts of violence, and many
negroes and whites suspected of not bein
“true men'' have been assassinated in col
blood at the instanco of the society.

The other day Governor Brownlow, of Ten-
nessee, denouncod the Xu Kiux Xian 'n
what the World calls ‘hell firo rhetoric,”
and General Mcad in the districtof Georgia,
and General Shepherd of Alabama, have
issued orders for the suppression ot the
organization. The movement is [raught
with mischief, and will not readily bo sup-
pressed.”?

‘T'o make a parallel botweon the Fonians
and the Ku Kiux Klan completo, and bring
hoto to the peoplo of the United States u
reahization of the eflects of extending thoir
sympathics to such political reprobates, it
is only required that tho Southerners in the
Dominion should organize themselvos to
tondor assistance by money and otherwiso,
to theiv brothorn in tho South, applaud
when thoy commit o murder, culogiso the
assnssin, and openly meet for the purpose
of dovising menns to overthrow the Ameri-
can Ropublic; while the Canadian Govern.
ment and people would give thom counte-
nanco, encouragement, and wish thom God
speed to the accomplishinent of their pur-
pose. Wo wonder what our neighbors ovor
the border would say to all this, artd how
they would act inthe promises. [t strikes
us very forcibly that a change woull como
over the spirit of their dream, and Fonian-
ism and its brother, the Ku Klux Klan,
would soon share & common grave, and that
too within thoe borders of their beloved
Union, '

RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

"The presont season hus opened with great
artivity in rifle competitivn all over tho
country, espocially in the Trovince of un.
tavic, where & great many well contested
mtehes have already takon place. The

ity of Quebec, howover, takes the first place
8o far, in number of competitions and high.
est scores. This is owing in & groat moasure
to the high position the,8th Stadacona Rifles
hrvo attained as n shooting worps,  The
wreports which we have published of the
nmntehes which have taken placo at that aity
this Spring, shows that the gallant 8th have
comeo off victorious in each cucvunter, The
scorc which we publish in this issue, of the
last match on Beauport Flats, is oxceedingly
good, and our friends of the Ottawn Pro
visional Brigade Garrison Artillery, had
better look to their laurels, as such shoot.
ing isnot very often beaten. The forma
tion of the Dominion Rifle Assuciation has
also given n greatimpetus to thelocal bodies
inreestablishing theirs that they may par
ticipate in the benefits which will naturally
accrue from a connection with the national
association. Our friends in Toronto, with
that vigor for which thoy have long been
famous, have inneciated the movement by
forming a like mstitution for the Province
of Onario. The raecting held in that city
last Thursday was called for the above pur-.
pose, and 2 large number of Volunteers and
gentlemen interested, took advantage of the
liheral arrangements made by the Railway
Companies to be present on the uccasion.
A report of the meeting will Le found in
another column.

4s o macans of promoting a military spint
among the young men of the cuuntry, there
is nothing superior to rifle competuon. This
is a fact well known to the officers of every

Rattalion ; and wo would advise the wem-



