—t——— s bt e

THREE EF CHS OF WAR.

(Concluded from vur last.)

It wny not long before tho assembling
armies of the Crusada heard in Europe of
tha bold uttompt at Acre, and with added
zeal and firg they pressed on their prepara.
tions and their march to aid in its conquest
and participato in the gilory and tho spoil
which would arise to ils captors.

From tho ultimate lunds of Norway and
Sweden warriors started on their march;
from the vearcr shores of the Mecditerrs,
nean's northorn limits, vessels laden with
troops for Palestine wore under weigh.

Frederick of Barbarossa was on thomaroh
by way of Constantinople and the Helles:
pont; Ihillip of France and Richard of
England, who had at on'ce dispatched a van.
guard of tho chosen warriors of their realms
to aid Guy, were musloring their ipaiu
armies at Genon and Marseilles to embark
for the Hely Land.

Acro, by the bold attempt of the ex-king
of Jerusalem, had become the primary ob-
Jjective point of tho Crusade, and Guy found
troops and munitions of war fast assembling
Leforo the walls of the devoted city.

Saladin, meanwhile, was not idle. 1o
assembled a vast army at Damascus, and
marched it through the passes of Gallilee,
from whoso rich territory he unobstructedly
drew bountiful supplios for his forces, and
encamped his hosts on the seaward slopes
of the mountains around Acre, filling up
and guarding overy pass by which the Cru-
saders wight pass out of the plain or gather
in provisions from the interior. 'The helea-
guering army thus becaws the beleagured;
the:blogkaders, tho blockaded.

.But a brief interval between the arnival
of tha Moslem army, snd s desperate attack
on the ontrenched camps of the Christians
ensued. No great advantage was gained,
although much slatighter was experienced
on both sides. Saladin, howevér, found
means during. the battle to communicate
pétsonnlly with tho garrison of Acre, and to
throw into it'n chosen reinforcement, under
the command. of his bravest omirs. He
arranged for supplies Leing forwarded to
the city by sca frem Egypt, and formed a
code of signals for communication between
his army on the mountains and the block-
ade& garrison.

In respouse to the attack on their camp,
the Crusaders determined ona grand attack
on Saladin’s army.. This attack they deli-
vered with such force and success that they
actually pyb to Hight the main body of the
Moslems, and,, entering their camp, bad
commenced pillage, when Saladin, gathering
togother an enormous body of Torsemen,
daghed into tho army, whom victory had
disorganized, and drove thom before him,
with tmmense, loss, to their entrenchments.

This battle lasted from daylight untildark,
aq;i the s'pcqtqg'ﬁe of twenty thousand slain
on the field of battle was the sole result:
the losses were about equal.
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Fresh troops eamo pouring in lo the
Christinns : freshlovies augmented Saladin's
army. Winter and the rainy scason wero
now sotting in, and Saladin returned to tho
recesses of tho mountains with his army,
and ¢ Crusadoers encampod thomselves on
tho rising . 2und of the plaina,

The Italinns and Xmghts llospitullers
formed tho right attavk; tho French and
English (theso wera those of tho vanguards
« that hind been dispatched), withthe Flomings
and Guy-de-Suisignan, took tho centro; the
Knights Templuar wers oncatnped noxt them,
and tho Gormans and other northern nations
formed their lines to the south of thaBolus,
to protect the reinforcement amd asupplies
as thoy were disembarked. C

Winter passed away with tiuch suffering
and distress to the Crusaders. famino and
diseaso pressed hardly on them; but the
returning spring, with remnforcements and
supplies flowing in, revivad their sprrits, and
a determined assault by land and sea on
Acrowas resolved on, Lot uslook at the
woapons of nssault and defence,

Tho Knights claim precedence.  Mounted
on strong chargers, defended by nuil, they
themselves accozztred in armour from head
to foot, they were wmemad with lance and
battle-nxe, sword and daggar. "The footmen
wore pikemen, bowmen and slingers.  ‘The
engines of attack on tho walls were balista
and catapulta, which then served the place
of ordnance, and by a simple application of
spring and leverage power, hurled huge
masses of rocks, and beams of wood againss
the ramparts thay assaulted. ‘There was
the ¢ram,”” a contrivance which, moving
under a protecting shield of wood and metal
framework, approached the walls and bat
tered their foundations, There were towers
which, moving on rollers or floating on rafts
constructed for the purpose, overtopped the
ramparts, and by means of drawbridges with

‘{which they were crowned, swhich wero let

down at the proper moment on the ramparts,
gave access to the summit of the walls to
the soldiers who were in the towers,

The Musselman defenders were well pro.
vided with repelling missiles, their great
strength lying in skilled archers, and whilst
they had contrivances for raining huge
stones, boiling oil and molten metal on the
warrjors at the foot of their walls, thoy were
also in passession of the art of making and
,discharging on their attackers and the ¢n
I gines they employed the far-famed Greek

five, which entered every jointof the armour,
'nnd destroyed the shields of the rams and
tho sgructures of the moving towers, and
was inextinguighabloe by water.

Saladin's armny was great in the composi.
tion of its archors and slin ers, but way
stronger in its- magnificant and enormous
bodies of horsemen, who.then, as their de-
scendants up to the present day, may be
considered as the finest light cavalry in the
world. On their Arab steeds, skilled in the
use of the scimitar, the Mamalukes ravely
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found o watch for their impetuous charge
or swift skirmishing,

Tho contemplnted assault of tho second
campaign was made,—tho balista and cata-
pults wore plied, thp rams battered and
tho towers attacked ; but all in vain: Acro
was not yot to full. Driven buok by the
showers of projectiles whicl hqh bosoiged
poured from their walls, the soldiery had to
relinquizls tho assault. Dovoured by Greok
fire, the towers of nssauli werd destroyed,
and, to crown tho dissstor, Salndin, swiftly
dashing forwasd, broke info the Crusaders'
camp, from which he was not driven without
heavy loss. C

Again reinforcements and s\wl;lies came
in, and again an attack was mado, this
titne on Saladin. Aguin o bloddy day was
terminated without decisive advanfage, the
only feature of moment this timo boing that
it wes the besciged who mado & sally and
wasted thoe Christian camp.

‘Iime, on which I am already trospassing
too much, will ot allow o detn‘i{qd doscrip
tion of the almost daily skirmishes whioh
took pluco between tho continually arriving
forces of the Crusadersand the as constautly
reinforced garrison of the city, and the arny
of Suludin. Was an asspull delivered on
the walls of Acre: so certainly was an attack
made on the entrenched camp of the Chris-
tians. If A battle wns in-progress on the
plains bouween the contending hosts, that
s the time.chosen by the garrison to sally
agninst tho Imes of the Crusaders. QOcea-
sionally u sea-fight took place; with varied
sucecss, botween the Saracen and Christian
fleets, which, with reinforcemerits and sup-
plies, were continually narriving and de-
purting, ’ ‘

So the yearwore on until the rainy scason
again brought added havoe from fampine and
disense, to the (Crusaders. 'l(liénr misery
and distress were beyopd degeription—
‘I'hree hundred a dny was the coniptited loss
of life in the Christian camv.’ 'I‘ble horses
and beasts of burden ])erisk’,ed from scareity
of food, and thetr dead bodics strowed the
plain and banks of the river for miles.

in the spring, however, the-dispn™ing
effect of o years' unsuccesgfuf scige wera
greatly dissipated by the p,x:n,vaj‘ ,o{‘ Phillip
of France with an immenso army, and enor-
mous stores. Boldly pitching’ his camp
almost within bowshot of the city,, Phillip
and the Crusaders but awaited the arrival
of Richard to make a final assault on the
walls of Acre.

Richard of England, however, had dallied
on the way. He had sent on, 1t is true.
many a band of brave knights and soldiery ;
but his main army was delayed by him for
the purpose of udjusting somo private diffi.
culties with some Moditerranecan potentates.
First, at Sicily, he wintered, gnd obtained
reparation from Tanered, ruler of tliat king
dom. Proceeding on, o wrecked ship and
a fancied Jr tenl insult induced Rjchard to
pause ot Cyprus, then under the.rule of the
Emperor Jsnac Commenus. Cyprus he at-



