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ToCORRESPONNENTS—L0ttors addrossod to cithor
the Editor or Publisher,ns woll as Comm: nica-
tlons intondad for publication, must,invariably,

ndonts will also bear in

bo pre-patd.  Corros
o onvelopo shoald bo left

mind that oné ond of

opon, aad at tho cornor the words ¢ Printor's
Copy” writton‘and a two or flve cont sme ac-
oording to tho welght of tho communicativn)
placed thorcon will pay tho postago,

LiwvuT. J. B. VINTER,0f Victoria, anid Captaln H,
V. Epyonps of Now Westminster, aro our
authorized Agonts for British Columbia,

Tugreadera of the Vorynteer Review may
havothought the strictures onCaptain Hrug's
¢t Eggay upon tho best method of obtaining
recruits for the Brilidh Army" too severe—
but we publish (d-day, from Broad Arrow,
three lotters addressed to that journal, and
its veport of the discussion at the ¢t Koyal
United Servico Institation' —on theessay as
proofs that the matler was treated on its
merits alone in our artiole. It will be por-
celved that the writers of the letters raise
the same pointsof objection that ocourred in
our article, and that those points ware valid
is evident from Broad Arrow’s reference to
the object with which the essay was written.
In fact, it was altogether an essny on & new
organization based,on corpulsion, or forced
servico—thusshewing that Captain Hrue had
no :dea of popular fée!"g, or political eco-
nomy—andalso proving yhat wa have always
maintained that the soldier of the regular
army with rare oxceptiana does not under-
stand the proper organization adapted to the
soclal condition of the British people, or how
to utilize thoir military aptitudes. The one
idea is ** force,’” and the ordinary military
mind seems incapoble uf grasping any other
—and this is evidenced by the discussion at
tho Royal United Service.Institution—only
one officer-out of the many who took part in
it seomed fo appreciate the valug of the old

constitutional force whioh supplicd betler
soldiors than was over yob raised by iho
Prussian or any other systom—the militin—
tho English ycomanty—tho descerdants of
thoso men who decided Cressy, Poloticrs,
and Agincourt, and wliose fama is o house-

1| hotd word.

It is not enough {o say that tho spirit of
tho averago Briton is an staunch as that of
his forefaihors,or that it noeds the wrangling

32| of military pedants to point out tho solution

of their problem after whioh they avo grop-
ing. Tho volunteer organization in Great:
Britain is ampla - ovidence of what could bo
offzcted if those philosophers and their hob

bies wero put nsido, their petty selfish pro-
fessional jealousy curbed, snd themsolves
taught to know that the interests of the Em-
pire was of far moro importanco than tho
harlequin hobbies with swhich tho pubiic has
been deluded—and that Britons will not
submit to be ruled by any cliquo whatover
thoirpretensions may be,whether ofsuperior
knowledge,or worth,nor bo forced to give the
servico thoy owe their country at the bid-
ding of mora spocialists whose own depart:
ment is after all tho mere perfeoted outcome
of tho voluntary system.

With the oxamples nfforded by the pro
sont miliiz and tho fatlure of the regular
army it is at the least surprising that none
of the spenkers at tho discussion could tind
opurago to prapose a system suited to tho
social condition.of the peoplo out of which
o reqular army worthy tho namo could te
got by volunteering. The faois are, that the
war office, with its.various departmeats, ro-
gular army and belongings, aro antiquated,
obstructive, and no longer answor the purs
poses for which thoy were slowly devised.
If England i to keep up a force commen-~
stirate with hor population—she has only to
embody her militia—raise a regular army
therofrom by proper pay and inducements,
out down the cost of administration, and
keep merely depots of her regular army at
,homo.

Those who talk of n small force for the
defence of the British Isles forget that it is
not on British soll that defence has ever
boen successfully fought out, but on the
fields of Flanc irs,and to bo successful there,
she must show something more than thirly
thousand beyonets, even as a contingent,
With a properorganization (and she has that
i the professionals aro muzzled) shs can show
such a front-as woild make Frussia, Russia
or any.other {wo powers combined think
twice before they-gavo her cause to move to
the Rhino; aud this can be eflected’without
compulsion or injury to her industrial re-
sources whioh it certdinly canunot be effected
by Captain Hixe’s recommendations, nor by
tho brilliant ideas of thozse who perpetrated
the Irisk dull of awarding a gold medal for
an essay on o totally different subject to
that for which it was offered, nor by thoso
who so brilliantly discussed the results of

tho aforesaid Irish buﬂ.

Oun respected contomporacies within the
Dominion of Canada who aro 20 pervously
careful of tho fieenty: five cents they annually
contribute to the maintenance of tho Cana.
dinn militia and whorequire greater eflicienoy
as woll as the supoarvision or improvemont
of tho present systom, will doublless be
surprised fo hoar that tho organization "hae
never beon fully developed. .

It has no stafl’ corps, no anginecers, n
ambulanco, no commissariat; and as they
writo about it as if an importation of tho
* Prussian system’ would bo an advantage,
wo bog leavo to diract their attention to the
following paragraphs in which tho workiag
of that syatem is shewn :

44 Sinco tho lale war between France and
Germany considerablo changes hnve been
effected in the organization of tho German-
Corps of Engincers, particulars concerning
which aro given by tho official gozotte of the
Empire, the Reichsanzeiger, In the North
German Army (exclusive of the Bavarian
contingent) the Corps of Enginoers is divided
into four ¢inspeotors,’ and numbers on a
pence fooling a roll of 600 ofticers. It is
placed under the command of an ‘inspeo
tion'genersl,’ to which is attached a scien-
dific * committeo of enginaers' asan advising
.body. The changes effected in the engineers
are as striking as those which have taken
placo in thosappers and miners. This force
i8 hikewise divided into four ‘inspections,’

.embracing from three to four battalions

each, Thero are, moreover, ¢ fortross in-
spections,’ with from four to eight fertressos
allotted to each. Thoe ‘iaspection’ for Stras

burg remains for tha prosont over and above
this organization. Every battalion of ¢ pio*
neers’ consists of threo companies of ¢ ficld
pioneers’ and a fourth compavy specifically
‘miners,” The threo field companies are
instructed in pontooning, digging trenches,
and miniog generally, but the fourth com-
pany is taught some special mining knowe
ledge. Upon the force being iuobilised, tho
fourth company in cach battalion is to Le
broken up, its men being partly attached to
the other three compnaies, partly separanted
as a depot and recruiting troop. A third
part is to be used es thoe nucles of three com*
panies of pioneasrs for ©sioge and fortress’
gervice, to which the reserves called out are
attached. Two pioneer battalions, ¢ven in
peace, comprise a large number of men,

.having twelvo telograph corps attached to

them for distribution amoug tho wvarious
army corps during a campaign. Each tele
graph corps consista of threo officers, ten
su’s officers, eighty-threo men (ongineers)
with a eolumn of miltary train, consising
of an officer and fifty men, attachod to .
Tho two pioneer battalions thus distinguish

ed are tho pioneers of tho Guards, and the
fourth battalion, which is apparently intend

ed to servc as the nucles for nossible further
extensions of tho service. Uyver and abovo
the forces already detailed, there isa ‘bridge
train’ attached to each battalion. On the
outbreak of war overy army corps is sup-
plied with two divisional *bridge--trains,’
told off severally to tho two divisions, and
each carrying with it thirty-nino metres of
bridgo material, and one éorps !bridge
train,’ reserved for emergencies and placed
under the immediate command of the gen-
eral commanding the army corps. The
corps train ¢arries with it thirty-twopontoon
boats, sufficient for thirty:two matres of
bridge. - In addition, tworeserve ‘pontoon
trains' are kopt at Coblents, Glogau, Madge



