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“ ONE ROOM AND A KITCHEN.”

The following J'’eux d’esprit is copied from the
Uaited States Army ‘and Navy Journal is a good
and humerous hit at the way Uncle Sam treats
his defenders, and weare_soiry tosay he is not
singular in that respect.—ED, VoL. REV*

Perha‘ps it is grand !
But I fail to see it, X

To live at a post, as an officer’s wife ;
Unless you have rank above a lientenant,
'Tis one room and a kitchen

The rest of your life,

'Tis all very well,
To flirt with brass.butions ;
Buat that’s very different from being a wife;
With children annoying,
Your comfort destroying,
In one room and a kitchen,
To drag out your life.

Now, gms 1 all take waruing,
In life’s early morning ;
Don’t marry at least till your twenty or more
Then try for th: rank—
A major or colonel !
For then you'll be sure
Of three rooms or four !

I know ¢ Uncle Sam”
Must be an old bachelor,
For heimade noprovision for an officers wife ;
And the very worst fate )
That I ever can wish him,
Is one room and a kitchen
Tue rest of his life.

Fortr SILL,

Great Britain and the Coming Struggle
in Europe.

The gloomy vaticinations of the London
Times, which have been sent by Cabla, have
set people a talking and thinking about the
early possibility of war in Europe. There
seems {0 be no reason why the situation
should be considered as more critical now
than it was several months ago, and it will
probably be found when the full text of the
Times' article comes to hand, and that it is
simp'y a comment on a state of things which
must lead to war some day, but whose
potency to bring on an early quarrel 1s not
asserted. The causes for alarm to be found
in the relations of the leading powers of con-
tinental Europe are not far to seek. In a
{ime of peace there are, at least, three mil-
lions of soldiers kept under arms, anda
military organization and equipment are
maintained en a scale sufficient to enable
that number to be doubled in case of actuxl
war. The warlike expenditures o continen-
tal Europe are considerably over five hun-
dred: - millions of dollars & year; and the
singular position of Great Britain does not
save her from spending an unusually large
sum on her army, while the continued secu
rity of that position demands a naval expen-
diture nearly equal to that of all the other
greatl powers.

It is tolerably obvioua that the military
nations of the continent cannot long per
sist in their present policy ot bloated arma
ments without coming to blows. The very
position of a highly finished and ingeniously
constructed military imachine invoives a
strong temptation to use it. And as to the
relations between France and Germany,
there is this additional reason to urge the
latter to war, that while its own military
development is in a highstate of perfection
that of its neighbor is only gradually in
course of improvement. 'The present un-
seitled condition ot Europe lies undoubted-
ly at the door of France. She has declared
in the miost unmistakabte terms, her resolve
to enter upon a war of revenge when Lhe
opportunity fayors, and Geruany feels na-
turally desirous to have the struggle fought
out before her vinquished foe hus reguined
more than her former strength. Bui Ger-
many 0annot go to war without some de
cent” pretext, and Fance will net furnish

that pretext unless she can make some
powerful alliance. Henoe, the combina-
tions of European diplomacy are discussed
with a perpetual reference to the bearing
upon the next great war, and the conviction
has become settled in the public mind that
when the struggle comes, it will convert the
continent into one vast pattlefield.

In spite of the grumblers who talk abeut
the decay of the milithry prestige of Great
Britnin, there can be no question that her
position is such as to give her enormous
weight in preserving the peace of Europe.
There are a pumber of treaty guarantees to
which Great Britain is a party, and which
she could not see disregarded without mak-
ing some strong protest. But the only two
cases in which she would probably be forced
into war, is the invasion of Belgium, and the
attempt to seat a hostile power at Constan-
tinople The one would shut to her the
high way {o the East, and the other wouid
bring an enemy within easy sail of her eas-
tern coast. Apart from the solemn obliga-
tisns to which she stands committed in re-
gard to these two extremities of Europe,her
existence as an oriental power would be
menaced by the wresting of Constaniino-
ple from the Turks, and her existence as a
tirst class power under any form would be
assailed by an unchallenged breaeh of the
neuirality of Belgium,

Unless in such extreme cases as the two
to which we have referred, the posiiien of
Great Britain in any European conflict ought
to, and wouid be, a purely mediatorial one
She has neither terrvilorial ambition to grati-
fy, nor national humiliation towipe out, All
her interests liein the direction of preserv-
ing peace, and the sincerity of her devotion
to that end wou'd be questioded by no class
of combatants. Her army is hardly sufli
cient for defensive operations in the event
of any great disaster happening to her fleet.
and though her ciuizen soldiery are nume-
rous and well trained, they could not to any
large extent replace her regular troops if
thess were withdrawn for foreign service. It
is conceiveable that Great Britiin might be
forced to emerge from this purely defensive
position, but it would only be by the shock
of such a struggle as would change the face
of Europe, #nd give 8 new direction to the
course of modern history.—Scottish American
Journal.

The Soko.

THe CENTRAL / FR10AN MAN MoNKRY DErsORIB-
ED BY DR, LIVINGsTONE.

[FromDr. Livingstones Diary}

The Soko, which: Livingstone speaks of
interchange bly with the gorilla, seems af*
ter all to be an entirely new species of chim-
panzee, and as such 1s entitled to the dis-
tinction of having his portrait reproduced at
length, just se the explorer graphically
sketcbes it, In the Manveuma country un-
der date of Aug. 14, 1870, he wiites :

“ Four gorillas, or Sokos. were killed yes-
terday ; an extensive grass buarning forced
thers out of their usual haunts, and coming
on the plaia they were speared. They of-
ten go erect, hut plice the hand on the
head us if to steady the body. When seen
thus the sokois an ungunly beast ‘The
most sentimental youunyg lady would not
call him a “de . but x bandy legged, pot-
bellied. low-loking villaiv, without a par-
ticle of the ~gentleman in him.
mals, especially the antelopes, are gracelul
and it is pleasant to see them, either at
rest Or in motion ; the natives, also are well

Other an'-:

made, lithe and comely to behold, but the
oko. if large, would do well to stand for a
picture of the devil He takes away my
appetite by his disgusting bestiality of ap-
pearance. His light yellow face shows off
bis ugly whiskers amd faint spology for a
beard; the forehead villainously low, with
ears, is well in the blackground of the great
dog mouth ; the teeth are slightly human,
but the canines show the baast by their
large development. The hands, or rather
the fingers, are like those of the natives.
The flesh of the feet is yellow, and the eager-
ness with which Manynema devours it
leaves the impression that eating sokos was
the first stage by which they arrived at
being cannibals. They say the flesh is deli-
cious,

The soko is represented by some to be ex-.
tremely knowing, successfully stalking men
and women while at their work, kidnapping
children and running up trees with them—
he seems to be amused by the sight of the
young natives in Lis arms—but comes down
when tempted by a bunch of bannas, and as
he lifts that, drops the child. The young
soko insucha case would cling closely to the
armpitof the elder. Oneman was cuttingout
honey from a tree, and naked, when a soko
suddenly appeared and caught him: then
let him go. Another man was hunting and
missed his attempt to staba soko, It seiz-
ed the spear and broke it, then grappled °
with the man,who called to his companions :
“Soko his caught me.”” The soko bit off
the ends of his fingers and escaped
unharmed. Both men are now living at
Bombarre. The sokois 50 cunning, and
has such sharp eyes that no one can stalk
him in front without being seen, hence,
when shot, it is always in the back. When
surrounded by men snd nets, he is general-
ly speared in the back, too.. Otherwise he
is- not a very formidable beast. He is noth-
ing a8 compared in power of dam-ging his
assailant to a leopard or lion, butis more
like a man unarmed, for it does not deceur to
him to use His canineé teeth, which are long
and formidable, Numbers of them come
down in the forest, within a hundred yards
of our camp, and would be unknown but
for giving tongue like fox hounds. This is
their nearest approach to speech. A man
hoeing was stalked by a soko and seized.
He roired out, but the soko giggled and
grinned and left him, a3 if he had done itin
play, A child caught up by a soko is often
abused by being pinched and scratched and
let fall, :

The soko kills the leopard occasionally by
seizing both paws and bitting them so as to
disable them, He then goes up a tree, groans
over bis wounds and sometimes recovers,
while the leopard dies, The lion kills bim at
once, and sometimes tears his limbs off, but
does not eat Lim. The soko brings forth at
times twins. A very lurge soko was seen by
Mohamed’s hunters sitting picking his nails.
They tried to stilk him, but he vanished.
Some Manynemas think that their buried
dead rise up as sekos ; and one was kille
with holes in his ears as if he had been &
man. Heis very strong, and fears guns
but not spears. Ile never catches women.
He draws out a spear, but never uses it,
and takes out some leaves and stufts them
into his wound to staunch tha blood : he
does 1ot wish an encounter with an armed
man. He sees women do him no harm, and
never molests them ; a man without aspear
is nearly safe for him. They live in com-
munides of nbhout ten, each having his own
female, as an intiuder from another ¢ mp is
beaten off with their fists aud loud yells. If
one tries to seize the female of another he



