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-excuse, 1«The woran wvlorn thou gavest ta be %vîth nie,
slie gave me of the trec and 1 did cat," wvas a miserable
subterfuge, and lie wvan individually responsible for his
sin. A good many people hope to be justified by coi-
paring theinselves with otliers, thinking iliat tlîcy cari
thraov the responsibility for tlieir sins on others and
escape punishment thcrnselves, Thc Bookt of Revela.
tion and tlie voice of individual conscience combine to
assure us that they are decceiving tliernselves.

The study of God's Word and the study af Gad's
providential dealings with rien, brin& out no less forcibly
the fact that there is a sense in whicli men are very
grcatly dependent on ecd otlier, that tiiere is a scnse
in wvhich one mari becoînes responsible for the sin of
another. The wholc humati race is a unit, and the Cree
%vill of the parent is, wvîthin certain limits, the destiny
of bis child. God visits the iniquities of the fatiiers
upon the chuldre:î unto the third and fourth generations
of them that liatc hum, and showvs inercy unto thousands
of thein that love hirn. We are citlier a blessing or a
curse to each other.

There are some things that Christian mer cannat do
atone. We dcpend on co-operation with otliers whien
wve seek our owvn wvell-being and the %vcI heing of our
fellowmien. These facts apply to our prayers as well as
to anything else that concernis our %vell-beitig, cither in
this life or the lufe to carne. Private prayer is the privi-
loge and duty oi every individual Christian. Our Lord
-emphasizes this duty anîd this privilege both by precept
and example. As wvc catch glimpses of 1-is niner of
flle in the go-%pel narratives, w~e find that Hie wvas pre-
etiinently a man of prayer, that I-e frequently spent
whole nights away from His disciples and atone wvitlî
God the Father. Wheri lie gîves directions with refer-
ence to prayer He lays special stress on ertering inta
the closet and shutting the door and praying ta Him wvho
sees in secret. lzivîdual prayer and communion wvith
God are the springs of individual Christian hife, and it
is probable that the weakness of the Christian Church
is to be attributed more to the neglect of private devo-
tions tlîan to anything else. If the Churcli of God is to
be united for the overtlirowv of evil and for the cstab-
lishment of righteousness, there must be more of private
devotiori and communion wvitl Gad in the closet.

There are, hoivever, special promises that can or.ly
be claimed wvhen God's people unite with one another in
devotions and petitiaans Tiiere muitst be ageenrt
amongst Christians to ask for certain things ini order to
plead the promises of God. ' Our Lord said, 11If two of
you shall agrce on earth as touching anything that, they
shpil askc, it shail be done for the ai rn y Father %vhich
is in heaven. " Ile promises also special manifestation
of His presence whiere His people assemble together,
for He says, Ilwhere two or thrce are gathered together
in my rame, there arn 1 in the midst of them." Alter
H-is resurrection and before His ascension, while lie
appeared in a few cases to irividiials, lie generally
maniiested 1-îmself ta the disciples wvhen two or more
were together. We have gaod reason to believe that
there is just as mucli necessity for co-operatian arnongst
Christians in prayer as there is in the use af any other
means for the securing af either temporal or eternal
well-being. The offering up to God of unitea petition
bas special promises on God's part, and we knuv enougli
ai humnan nature to see clearly thalt where tivo persans
desire the saine thing and express their desires ane to
another there is icreased desire an the part of bath.
We have good reason to believe that there are sanie
things that God will grant in response ta united petiUaon
ai I-lis people that He would flot grant ta irdividua'
petitions.

WVe have an illustration that wvould warrant this
statement in the case ai the paralytic that wvas brouglit
ta aur Lord and let down through the roof, when He
was preaching in a certain place, in order that he miglit
be healed. The condition on %vhich tiis paralytic ivas
ta be healed was, so far as wve can understand the
record, that lie wvas ta be brouglit ta Christ. One man
cauld not bring himi. Four persons, desiring lus heal-
ing and uniting in the effort hie vas casily brouglit ta
the Saviaur, and hie wvas healcd. Car we rat learn
from this that there should bce united pra)cr for
individuth sinners %vha necd liealing froin tluat deadlier
paralysis ai Sin? They are not able ai them*;elves ta

corne ta thc grat Physician, anid sômetimes niusi lie
borne of four.

F or the lust fewv %vecks God'b People have beeu unitiaîg
titeir desires in , arious conigregatians iii behiaif oi
the sialvatioti ai iridividual %inners. \Ve sliould rot feed
that thtis is a miattcr or forni, or that it is in ruy way i-
consistent with God's plan. Iliisgive:' special promiise
ta just bucli effort, aind in Ilis providential dcalings lias
constarithy illustrated the mifflit> pawver ai tisistect prayer.
-.Pre.shyc>ia,î .AIcseîger.

CHUROH AND STATE.
Rev. Louis Friedrich, a niissionary ai tic Roman

Catlîalic Churcli in Ecuador, writing in ane oi thc
Catholic papers, says thiat sl separatioti of Cliuircl anîd
State in aIl Ili,%paro-Aiiericaii counitrieq meurs the
extermination o! religion ir tliem."

This is a startlang staternent, and certainly rellects
unfavorably upon thie Cliurcli of whii the wvriter is a
represertative,f sa) s the li ri ri nudJasbl Spanisli
America lias for centuries beeîî under tic contrai ai
Rame. It is only within a generation thiat tliis contrai
lias been successiulhy disputcd in any State. If, after
sucli a period, thuere is not enough vital religion arnong
the people ta survive the separatian af Chiurcli and
State, the fauht miust be witli the Ronman Churcla.

\Ve can not imagine a land in whicli Protestantismn
lias had snch a hold as Rorîaîîisrn hias liad ini South
Arnerica af wlîich it couhd be said ttiat %vitliout State
support religion %vauld bc t:xterriuiiiated. Disebtablish-
ment in England wvould praniote rather tlian hinder
religion in the Cliurch ai Englaîîd. Tlîc history of the
Free Churcli of Scotiand pi-oves that freedoni frorn
State contrai and the necesbity ai self support are
sources afistrength rather than ai weakriess.

The explanation whiclî Il Fathier Friedrich " adds is
evennmare startlingtlian lis first statenienit. Ile says:
" Whihst the nations ai Teutonic or Saxon origiri
poseàs in their chîaractcr a certain amaunt af natural
justice and conservatism, the Latin nations, an tie
whole, lack these important gits. They are danse-
quently ensily carried away by ary newvtheory,e.%pecially
if it be eanbodied iri sanie hucky chieitain. Nor is
public opinion among thein strong etiaugl ta lastingly
stigmatize injustice and oppression. Tlierefore, in
times of revolution and persecution, tlîc Clinrcli is
invariably scen tahase graund. Vocations ta Uicpricst-
hood are extremely Iew, and lience the necessity for
foreign clergy, if these cauntries are tuot ta be last ta
religion cntirely."

Teutonic or Saxon civilizatio,î is ma ily Protestant,
%vhile Latin civilizatian is nîainly Catlîolic. Il the
former is marked by the prevalence oi a sense oi
justice, and the latter by the absence oi tlîis setise, the
iacts are ani argument in favar of Protestantisnu. If
the fornmer lias made the masses af those utider its
influenîce stable and reliable, wvhiile thie latter lîad ruade
thiose under its influence rickle, ready ta he carried by
any riew tlieory, or urider any popuhar leadership, irto
excess ard revolutior, this is also an argument for
Protestantis'n.

We art specially impressed with the closing admis-
sian ini the extract quoted above. If tlîe Clîurch oi
Rame, aiter four centuries ai contraI and effort, lias
not brought the nations ai South America up ta the
point that they cari raise their oNvn priests, it lias
signahly failed in an essential part ai its work. Protes-
tantisni is alrady raising Up a native nuinistry in miary
ai these courtries. The question, l'Are missions a
failure ? *'naturalhy rises ta aur lips. Protestant
missions certainhy are not, but Romn Catholic mis-
sions, - hich, aiter four centuries, have failed ta raîse
up a native ministry, certainly are.

MEDIOAL COLLEGES IN INDIA.
The Chr-istianIîclg,' renuark% that anuoîîg thie

encouraging facts nowv and thuer occuring indicatirg the
quality af native Christiars -are thue resuits ai the
University medical examizuatiors in India hast summer.
Out ai thirty-eight candidates %vho passed the examina
tiars successfully nine %verc native Chiristian young n.
There are mary secular schools and acndernies artd a
few colcges in India, a large proportion revieving Gov-
ernment grants in ro degree connrécted with the schio'ols
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