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Christ Manifesting Himself to His Disciples.
Turxx Inroxtinr LEssoxs 18 Seirrrvar Exrxrixxce.

Luke xxiv. 13-36.

IIL. ¢ He that watereth shall be watered also himaelf.”—Closing
Caution and Counsel.

AKY. JANKS MIDDLXMISS, D.D., KLORA.
Por the Presbyterian Review.

Before oconcluding our considoration of the interestinrg and
instructive narrativo of the exporience of Clecopasand h.s com.
panion, on the day of our Lord’s xesurrection, it may servea good
purposs to add a few closmng remarks, suggested by the fact,
which is oaly too manifest, that such experiences as we have been
calling attention to aro not a distinguushing featare of the
religions intereat of theie times. And are thero not some to
whom the considerssion of these experiences iz almost liko speak-
ing in an unknown tonguo? There aro many Christians, perhaps

genaine, whoare troubled often and perplexed about many things,
but who have no cxperienco of Christ's drawing noar to them, and
dispetting thoir darkoess and making their ** hearts burn within
them, * by makiag them to see, 1o * God's marvellons light,”
what has been perplexing them. And how often, when Ho has
drawn near to as and has given osa measure of light and comfort,
do we think wa have gotten all we need, when, in reality, we have
only gotten all we caro togot? Taken up with other things, and
pot supremely intereated abont Christ as the two disciples were,
wo allow Him to withdraw, without oar obtawning the full
meavare of satisfaction which we are near obtaining, and which
wo would most surely obtain, if only we ware so interested asto
follow up tho advantage of a great opportunity. And therefore it
is that we are, so many of us, wanting in the spirituzl oxperience
that qualifies for helpfalness to those who arein the doep waters
of perplexity and advreraity, wo cannot help others by telling them
what Ctrist has done for our own sonls.

That thoe whigion of any of us 13 wanting in the expertence ot
the gracious prascnoo of Chzist, s.ch as the two disciples had, can
be owinyg only to our baiog wanting 1o that loving regard for Him
which made their 1aterest about Him supreme.  We are, no doubt
possoried of a certain kind of religious:nterest, which ammates
and inflacnoes us. Bat there is a religious interest other than
that which cravas sxpericnoo of the conscioxs presence of Christ,
sn:h aa His promise warrants, and soms have experience of. **He
that loreth me,” He says, *‘shall be loved of my Fatherand 1
will love Him and will maxifes? myself unto Him.” ¢ If a man
love me, he will koep my words: and my Father will love him,
and we 2 ill come unto him, and make oxr abode with kim,"John xiv.
21.23. Bat are we not wanting in this warm loviag personal
regard for Christ, such as dominated the two disciples, and made
their interest about Him supreme? I fear that, at least, many of
us or most ol us are. Thereare, of course, grand exceptions,
Thers are still, as there havoalways bnen and always wiil bo, men
who staud out coaspicuously in .aeir readiness to **sxffer the loss
of all things” for Chruat, and to {ollow Him, in * endaring all
things for the elect’s sake.” 11 Tim. ii. 10. Bct we may be very
sure that thoie are Only the men who **cancot live” without
experience of intimale felloxxskip with Christ.

Allowing thet weare not destitute of interest aboat Christ,—
aliowing that onr interest cannol bs questioned, 1s 1t not more
than poasible that we are safisfied with it, that we are not aware
hvoe slemder 1t i3, and sre not concerned to have it incroased?
Notwithsianding oar carelessness, Christ comes to us, from timo
to time, and pats us 1o a happy spintaal frame, which, 1a spite of
past duappoidtmeats, wehope willbe permanent.  But, untaught
by all the lesvns of the past, because **as the horse or as the
mule,” P's. xxxit. 9, uxicackable, we make no serious eflort to
driasn im. We Ict Him go, and He loaves us. Qar interest
about viisz things 13 50 great thatour normal carelossacss spoodily
reaumesits sway: 30 that** 1o us s falfilled ” the saying of the
parable. ** The cares of this world, aad the deceitfolnoess of
riches, and the lusts ~f other things entering in, choke the word,
aad it becometh unfruitfal,” Mark gv. 19,

Noneof as, I t.aat, belocgs Lo the too common class of those
who have na desitre at all for the prescace of Christ, bt would
rather that Heshould not approach them, because His approach,
they know, would inteifere with their ainfnl 10dalgences or with
their devotedness to the world Rat whether ot not, we do, all of
us, wall 10 Temember not only that He jastly resents and may
tertibly pudish the carnal ind.fference that pPays no regard 1o Him
when He ** stands at the door and knocks,” Prov., i, 24.81 s Luke
xitl, 35-28, 34 ; xix. 41 4 ; ete 5 bas that Te cannot but manifest
His displeasure with thoss whose hoarts are, *at any Lire,” 20
““overcharged with the cares of this life,” that His grasions
approaches are diwregarded by them equally with those whose

The Presbyterian Review.

hearta aro ‘‘overcharged with smfeiting and drunkenness,
Yooke xxi. 3¢,

To those who are seriously conoerned about tho doad thriftless
spiritaal condition in which we are, so many of us, notwithstand-
ing the religious activities which we are sometimes almost com-
pelled to participate in,—to those who do not think wo aro **rich,
and increasod with goods, and have need of nothing,” Rev. iii. 17,
and who are louging perhaps for such experience as our two
disciples had, tho prelent writer would ssy, from personal
experionce that dates back over Lalf a century, and was, he
bolieves, one of many similar experiences during the great re-
vival which oulmiunated 1n the disraption of 1813, * Leave the
anchariteto theindulgence of his solitary imaginations, and the
ascotic tohis voluntary or s:!f-imposed .nflictions, fnd be one of
t100 or three who associsto with one another as Christrans, or whoso
fellowship is d.stinctsvely Christran. Aod when, as 18 sure to
happen, light and comfort have come to you, call to mind what s
here * written for your learming,’ and do not let theauthor of
your light and comfort go, till His manifestation of Himsolf to
you s complete beyond all doubt. And then, baving now the * wit-
nessin yoursclves, delay not to add your testimony' to that of all
the past ages; and very surely, while socking to enlighten and
comfort othors, no small addstion will be made to your own light
and comfort.”

Sabbath School Thoughts.

Tho first duty of the teacher is that of acyuiring a koowledgoe of
the lcsson to be teught. He cannot teach that he hus not learned.
It is not necoossary, and, in most instances, not possible for him to
know all that the lesson contains, but ho caonot be a successful
teacher unloss he has loarned something more than his pupils
alrcady know.

Yo committing passages of Scripture to memory it isof the first
importance to bo absolutely accurate, We should fix in our minds
the exact words of the book. If we attempt to get the idea in our
own langusge, we may get wiiat is not contained in the text. If
we commit the words as they stand we have tho dasis of an accurato
knowledge of the truth which the pazsage contains,

The Sunday-school class isnn:za place tor theological contro-
versy or for the display of skill 1 argument.  Bat the thoughtiul
pupil shoald be encouraged to ask questions. This will aid ths
teacher in his effort to overcome diffizalties and wiil enable him to
Ret the trath of the lesson more effectively before the minds of his
pupils. —_—

Portinent iilustrations may aid the teacher in setting forth the
truth of thelesson. Bet this method of teaching is attended with
somo danger and should be uzed with caution. Auillastration may
not anly fail to clucidate the teuth cf the text. but, if carclessly
used, it may coavey to the mind of tho popil a positively erronvous
thought.

1a the study of the lossoa a thorough exposition of the text i

an absolute nocossity. Neithor the pupil nor the teacher wiil
mako any coasiderable progress withont it. Tho professiouzl

scholar needs this aid ; much more 13 it noedfal to the non.profes-
tional student.

Professor Thomas Davidson 3aid in a recent address: **1tis
almost nineteen hundred yoars since Jesus declared that the King-
dom of Heavenhad comoe down upon earth, and taught His foilowers
to pray to God, * Tay will be dono on earth, as it it in heaven ® (how
scldom do we think what that means 7). and yet that Kingdom has
not yet been realized.  Just think of 1t* Ninstesn hundred years,
snd Christ’s Kingdom, God's Kingdom, has not yez come! Ia
Christ’s Kiogdom a1l men and women wonld lave cach other as
beothers and aiaters, and aach woold stri-e to prefer his neighbor
to himself Ho that wished to be groat wonld be the servant of all.
Can you say, do you think, that Christ’s Kingdom has come? Ana
il it has not, will you not do something that 1t may come, that His
commandment may be obsyed—* A new commandument I give unto
you, that ye lovs one another'?’ -

Genoiae humility oocapies & chief place amoag tne graces of the
Spirit.  Bat it is cot the office of hamility to icspire cs with the
conviction that we can do aothing, that wo have no capacuty for
woek io the Mastets vineyacd. A spirit of presumption, an nchi-
nation toastame that we can accomplish whatever wo nadertake in
out own stregih, is & tempiation of the evil one, but this 1s only
one degroe worso than the focling that we can do aothing. Thuas
talse hamility, and may bo as really from beoeath, as aspinit of
presumption.

Humility was a virtus unkaown in the ancient world, and even
today it is nol widely caltivated. And yet it was ons ot the
most striking characteristics in the life of the T.ord Jeens,
hambled Himaelf,”
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