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ke, for thelr countey’s s3ke should they not bold them-
welves ready to take pan (n the legistatlon and gorvern
rent of thelr country when called upon Ly tbeir (ctlow.
citlaenv to do so? O waunleipal countils as well asous
parllamects are morally weakened by the spithetic pal-
tioa 16 1egatd 1o pablic affales taken Ly not a few of the
sphriteatly minded memabrs of our churches,

Can tbe life of the natlon b separated from the Nl of
the Chiurch 2 Not without great Injury. It fsthe Church's
plain dutp to inlluence natlooal life as deeply as possible
Ly peuocatlog §t with the sgarit of trae seliglon. A
geoeral clecilon 1 a timo when natluns) life 1s atouted, bt
exenting fuedf, i recelving Impetos and directlon. On
such an occasion the Church should ba mre than uwally
on the aleet to glve indral tone and bias to 1his sroused
atvl sctive oatlonyl hife.  Clielstlan men should ste as fae
as in theoa lees, that such men are sefected as candidates
43 ibey will Dot Le ahamed to vote for, and who uf
elected wirl biing moral welght (o padiameat. The
members of our chueches In slople contistescy should not
e apthetic lut actlve in seeklng to secure tha election
of the Lest mnen and to bear themscives throughout n the
<alm and chacitable splrit that Lecomes Lthe Christian
piwe.  What should ministers do?  “ Keep out of
clectlony,™ ' preach the gosped ™ say some.  Hul the
peapel they are called upon 1o preach ay that hour may
Le tho teachings of Christ in their Leating upon ao clee-
tlon steife that [t hutrying even pood men leyond 1he
Loundacles of teuth aad chanty, Tt Is evideat that minis.
ters of the poipel who are expected to stend firm for
truth and love ainong men are not doing thelr whele
duty If they do not speak out frankly in the [atecests of
good guvernient, morality and religion should there be
nead, durlag the cxcitement of a general electlons.

Mialsters of our Church, it will be remembetsd, have
eclslons of the Genesal AssemUly to support them in this
duty, On page $9 of the Atsembly's report for 1884,
will be found such a dJeaision,  Actinn was lalenon an
aventote from the synod of Montreal and Ottawa which
complained of the Infuty to religion vocasioral by the
intepalty of party politics and the butterness and steife (n

connectlon with political Iswves,  The Aswmbly resolved
as follows, ' That the Assembly receive the overture,
recognite the evil complained of therein, s0d wrge upon
the minitters aod members of the Church the duty of
fostering In the communldy a judicial, patriotle and charl-
talde spirit, with regard 10 all matters affecting the
politics and government of the country.”

1 would also call attentlon to the hilth recommendatlon
in tbe repoit on Tempetance, which was passed without

A dissenting voloe at the last meeting of Assembly |

“*‘That this Antmbl{ belng fully convinced of the neces-
sity of lepal protection agafost the cvils of the hquor
teaflic, expresscs the hope that clectors fn thelr cholee of
members of Pasliament will seek to elect atle and good
men who ate well known to be in full sympathy, with
l‘roh:bltocz leghlation.” The prnciple here announced
with regatd 1o the choice of members of Parliament Is
oune of peaeral application.  Let Christlan ministers and
membersof our churchesact inthe spirit of these declsions

1

Apnosics ) but it will hardly bo expected that | thoold
telute this alnurd proporitlon,

A8 able Jourail In this clty, which cannot ba suipected
of undue panletiy towards the Mlolster, wat pleasad 10
say, **'The Minlser of Educatlon b1 1o Le congratulated
wpun having sdogded for use I she Common Schools 8
scales of readlogs feom the OM and New Teslameots,
tozerhee with & Licl form of peayer. .« . Thewot
has Leea prepared with the greatest care, and cannot fasl
to commend] fisell to parents.”

My oldeet [ wiliing thls kiter, a3 already sald, Is not
1o defeod selectivas ofScrlyluro £c use In schaoly, nor to
endorse In every partlculsr the oomrlmlon In question,
1t toexpress tny Alocere condennation of all attempls to
diseredit Mr, Ross by mlscepresenting facts which are wells
known 10 many mlawtess and Jaymen in all the Churcher
1 would equalty bear 1estimony on hehalf of the opp ments
of the Qatacio Government shiouldd thele actlon have been
In quenlen.  No Governrsent can complain of fafe and
honest ctitlclsm, however searching ; but whea public
men stifve to do nght, and to follow the Lest sentiment of
the commnily In ity most autheatic expression (as Mr
Lot hat done [n the matter of this Look), they a1t en:
tital, [ think, 1o expect that thus who have prompred
thelr actlon and, as It were, porhed them forwarnd, shall
not withoat emphatic protest allow that actiou to Lecone
the ground of party atiack,

Torents, Nov, 361A,
el -t g

ALV, DR LAING'S LYTIER.
{70 the Editer of The Nail)

Sig,~The Glete of to day containg a letter tiom the
Rev, l'rinclpat Caven and another from Rev, De. De-
watt, tegmﬂ:\z the way fn which the Scapture Lessont
wete peepared. Tem haspy ta be alle to agree In theit
statemaent 30 far as to find nothing (n them that | nead
conirovert, Neverthcless there are twd ways of telling 2
story, and when thesubject ks one for which the natrators
have largely to Liust (o memory, and concerning which
they may feel Jieceatly, we need not be lurplim'( tofind
& different colout glven to the story, and this In perfect
conslstency with truth and honour. [ am not infallible,
but 1 know that in thls mattes 1 am nct writing In the
interest of the opposition to the Mowat Goverament.
tave one object In vlew, v'21  The instauction of
our Protestant youth in the mest Important of all subjects,
theie duly to God and man; and it (s because I have
found the Roman Catholic clerzy throwisg every obstacle
in the way, that [ have felt called upan to_ celicize from
time to timo the admiolstration ol out Deparniment of
Educatlon, This I would fcel bound todo under any
government,

Ibut it is alleped that there has been no Interference by
the clezgy In the prepatatlon of the Scripture Lesvont.
Me. Editor, [ wilh 5 could betieve that, [t ls, as the
GloM's cottespondents say, true. 10 That It wat g ee-
3panse 1o Lhe request of the Protestant churches that the
book was prepared, 2. That the representatives of these
chusches approved generally of the use of selecilons, and
same pro; to read every chapter and verse in the
Bille. 3. That the proof of the selections was carefully
revited by seven of us, and 30 far may be sald to have
the approval of the churches, Dat there are other fac s
which must be semembeted, and since (L seems necessary
to lay the matter before the public 1 will tefer 10 a tew
things which go to Justify the position [ trke,

t. When the deputations met with the [[on, Me, Ross,
he showed them a letter froms Archbishop Lyach, show-

Wi, Cava v,

of our Supreme Coart, and T am satisfied we shall see an |, Ing that he bad been consulted as well av we, and had 30

improvement (a the moral tone of our legislatures,

Bdat b
it

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS.
REIV, DR, CAVEN'S LETTER,
{70 the Bditer of the Giode.)
S18,~The Minlitet of Hducation Is attacked from

t
|

fae consented 1o the use of the book.  Pethaps Mr, Ross
will pullish the lettes.

2. **That the [sue of a daly calendse of readiogs
would have catried out Lhe aim of the Conference”
{Sce memorandum from the revitlag sab.committee of
Febeanry 3, 1885), by which atrangeaent the Bible and
Testamentl would have been in the hands of the pupils.
The majorlty, howevet, fav.uted the preparation of &

various quarters in segird to the book of ' Seriplore * bool of selections, though some of us still thought that the
Readinge™ for ute (n the public schoolt, Thisattack  Dible woald be used bya\he childten, 2y mteagls:nd trus-
scems 10 me quite grovadless, and such s no exlgencies tees would prefer 2 cheap Bible 10 a costly book of selee

of party warfare can justily,
to Yntewenc Ia the fpolillmi confliet, tut I think it my
daty to roake a brle

'Irhc Educatlon Depariment in suthotiring selections of
Seriptute acted In conformity with represenlations made
to the Department by the Churches of Ontario and by the
Provincial Teachers” Avoclation. A lsege depu
the Church of England, and of the Methodist and Presby-
tetan Chutches, submitled to the Attotney-Geneal a

tatloa of |.

f am certainly not aoxious ! yons.

3. That the deputations were taken by surprise when

-latement regarding these Readings,  Mr, Ross infocoaed them that he did not intend that the

lessons should Le tead by the children, but to them by
the teacher ¢ and that secing their d sappointaent, he
promised further to consider the matter.

4. That the Mialstet of Education avowedly assumed
the whole responshidlity of prqminE and {ssulng the
bouk. I and some o'hees did not wish to assume the 1e

tesolation, of which the following s part ;=" That this ! spomibilil{. actiog as we were for others, but Mr, Ross
a

Coaference pledges itselfl to press o
General the making of the reading of the Lloly Scriptures
by the children and teachet . i
sise st the openiag of the Pablic Schools of

n the Attorney- ' sid, *'

e of [loly Sznpture to Le read each day ta Le pres-
e o

by the Departrent in conformity with the recom-
menmdations of the committee of Lhis Canlerence, or some
other wggesenmire of the varlous Churches of Oatatio,
et e

daily exercaes of the school
teac In the discharpe of their dutles in respect to
moral iralaing,” and **that the Edueation Department do
roake & suitalle sclection of Seriptute readings for the
schools undee i3 charge.™ A selection of readings was
accordingly made, and be‘ore recaving authorization was
submitted to & large jrinl commlttee of the Churches,
cach member of the co amittee having had a copy 2ent to
bire {or examisation {a advante  When the commitlee
met its fint action was to ppptove of the principle of a
Yook of Scripture readings ; afterwards (tee and peneral
of opinion regarding the proposed selection
tock place, and a subcommitice, repretenting the sevetal
Churches, was appoln’ed to examine the selections case-
fally o dJdetail.  The writer of this letter, while oot #
membxer of the sab-committee, was presens al the meeting
of the pencral committee, and knows what was Jone.
The Minister fn iswing this maligaed book was bat
iving cffect to the stronzly expressed wishes of (he
horches and the teachers. I am not here arguing for
the usc of selections In preference to the use of the entite
Bible, but stating the circumstances under which-this
selection received approval § and it will thus be seen how
2:‘-; gml:und dmcl:l for ami\':ng the l)epmd m:nl o{l p{:-
ing In oppaxidoa to, ot {ai ance of, the opinlon
of the Churcgf::. SW v
The regulatiang anpeoved in 1884 do uot reqgaire * the
reading of the Iloly Scriptures” by the childreq acd
teachers, which I think. the committes of the Churches
Jdesieed, and which scems to me decidedly preferable to
teading Ly the teachers alone and to this extent effect
has not been given 10 the views of the Charch commitice;
Yut {n regrard 1o the principle of sclections, and the main
features of this selection, ll;e Minister I$ sastained by the
representatives of the Congregationa!, Methodut, Bpis-
co?.ﬂ. and Pecshyledan Churches
tis s2atcely necessaty, therefore, to say that the Scri
tute resdings were ol selected :? Archbishop Lynth,
aot uoder his ditecrion. The draft seems 1o have Leen
sent to bim in common with all the gentlemen compating
thiy large commitice above refereed to, and the Arche
ugfuled the harmless, if onnecettary, change of
“which™ lata *' who {a the Lonl's Peayery further
than this the hand of the Archhl was not applied,
Hlave thosc who assert that selections acceptable to the
Church of Rome have Leen made ever ¢xamined the
took? liavc they any loa of the consrquences of
what thry are saying? Are they preparel (o admit that
seleatioas embracing a coasiderab'e part of both Testa
ments, and tegarded, presumably, by the able mea who
zavethe final revison, as exhibiting fairly the teachings of
the Bible, are aa faadequate basis for Protevtantlsm? I
the Archbishap of Toronto entlrel n?p(ovn of the selec-
vions I am delighted to hear 03 (o1 in them [ can find
doctrioe of my faith distinctly exhibited.
Tt was farthet allegad, il my memory setres we, that
sclections were made which should not give offence to

Teachets resolved :=* That the ceading of | of fout to th ¢ed to th ha O
sclected poctions of Scriptore a1 & paet of the reingfllar of[%‘i'g :“ i:‘e::’c : o Genealy. chapter xxak

ve no fear of the desominations 3 [ will as-
sume the entire responsibility,™ - On this vaderstanding €

ao obligatory exer- | scred, and, as tequested,  helpal the Miniser (n his
atatio, the ' undertaking. R e

€. That when the Revising Committee et with Mr
Marhiog, and foued that certain words, phrates, verses
and whole passages had been chanrled ot omitted, they
discusied the expedieacy of doing this, snd only liy A vote
oslance

ctence to Genesls, chapler xxxix., vereet

1 would be & matecial 21 10 ¥ to 17, which passage 8 omitted In the Seripture selec:

tions, It was argued by the majority that such passages
thould nat be read in & mized school of larze boys an)
girls. Tt was urged in teply that they were read in cur
charches and Sabbath schouls without offence.  But the
majority cartled their poiot. In this eonnection Mr.
Masling explained that §f the reading of the selections
were to be made compuliory, they should not be sach as
1o offznd the Roman Cathalics who tn the eastern pant of
the Provinee attended the Pablic Schools, and that sach
passagtes a3 these were what the Ruman Catholic authon
ties objected to as *' fmmoral,” indecent, and not proper
to be read, - The sub-committee then passed unanimously
a resolution tu the effect that it would be better wholly to
oemit any passage having anything in it really oljectionable
than 1o make the changes pcoroud snd mutilate God's
Word. Perhaps Mr. Koss will give the public thit reta
lutiot In full, )

6. [ was no P.my to the removal of the referentes
which indicated from what part of Seripture the stlection
was taken, [ have pover Jearned who removed Lhem,
and T tegret much that that was done,

7. The tegulations were aot sabaitted to the depata
tions, £ Lo \he sub-commitice § although their subitance
was stated, they were nevet appruved by the Tepleicala.
tives of the Churches, for the Minister of Education did
not ask oar appraval of them,

8. When, through Mr.Ross’ kind comm{; I receivela
presentation copy of the selections, 1 wrote him privately,
stating oy dissatisfaction (n regard to some things.  Dat
§ frankly confcss that other matt:rs which have occurred
unce have coavincal ve that there is more ground fre
dissatisfaction with tbe volume, the manaer of its pre.
paration and the rrguhllom fos lts use than I then sup
posed. The Churches had asked that the Bible, or pro-
ptr selections from ft, should be read Intellivent y by the
children that thus they mght become famillar with the
Word of Got 3 and that in addition lessons un Seriptare
history should - be prepared,  Tastead of piving ws thiy
the Ltpaniment gare regulations for devotional exerclses
which make it compulsory to open the school with the
Lord's Prayer, and close it with realing a selection aod
prayet, Lhe selection being read without commenit of exs
planation, providing that the Ten Commandmeats be
tepeated st least once a week, whea reqeired by the
trustees.  This and ao more,

Whule, therefore, T can rejoice with Dr. Caven and Dr.
Dewart, that now the Scrpture s thes read in a greater
numbee of schools than formerly, and hopethat good may
thas be done, I $1ill feel that, ia ocder to avord giving
offence to the Roman Catholic clerey (oot the lﬁt% we
are deptived of the privilege of glving to our ¢hildren
*“ guch relizious 1asieaction astheir parentsdesive.” Thus
the Jaw secutes to vy, but the regulations prevent it being
done. Yours, ele,

Jouw Laxa,
Dundas, Nee, 221k, +
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Mowst, [ atmost feel hike saying with Solomon, **What | COMPLETE CATA LOCGU E!

can ho do chal cometh aftee the king 7 even thal which
hath alzeady been done.”  Howerer, althouzh e, Mil.
ligan knows so much Letter than I do tho state of aflafrs
1n Ontarlo, pethaps he does pot know so0 much about Que-
bee I'tovinee=as [ have lved o0 long “hllly-ef bt yearn)
in a purely Heeoch disteler, and have had ample oppor.
tunlty of observing the schuols of both Protestants and
Roman Carholics,

Before we got a dissentlent achrol In our patlsh, the
habitants clocted me a Comalpsaire d'ecele fot thice years, |
aod as the priest wag president, all auc meetings werabeld
athishouw, [only with thatall Roman Cathotic priests
were 8t straighiforward and liberal as he way, except

Yerms, &o, BENT FREL on App'istion o
S. R. BRIGGS,
Toronto Willard Tract Dopository.
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when we came In contact with his religious p:ﬂudlcu
[ was on the bulding ¢comemlitee onte, to bwi
school house, and his erders wete * Tacher Je [afre |
l\utque chose de beay,” (Try to make something fine).

nd when a master was wanted for the muled school he
nld, *' Tacher ' engagee un horame capatie,” {Tiy to:
engage a capable man).  That was his nature, B T
am wandesing from my test which Is the words of Chelat,
s\Yhatsocvee yo woul) that men shouid dv 1o you, du ye
even 50 1o ther, fur this Is the law and the prophets. If |
hhh ral! followed out what a good world this wouald be to

veln

Aftec the Protestants got a dluentient school [ was
pamed secreraty-treasates, and a more difficult office can
bardly be {maglined, as there were only alout thliteen
I'rotestant fan‘lhiﬂ in the pailsh, and the question was
how t0 rales the teachee’s salaey ¢ That, however, ks not
the polnt st lssue Jast now; it is sleaply this o ¥ What
mure tght have the Romanius ta imc:(:re with the pul).
tic schools of Ontario—now that ‘h? are allowed schools
of theit owa—than we had to Intetlere wich the Governs
ment schools In Quebec 2™ [n the first place we metur
thought of Joing 11, and In the second place~{f we had
presumed to ssy *1his book I8 bad, or that book burts
the feelings of Protestants"=we swould Aave beem looked
spon ot funatics and feld te mind eur oton Business,
Theto is an old provetb, though rather valgar, *that
what s good sauce fur the goose {8 goad foc the gandet
al10,™ It secns a projos In this case.  Ontarlo and Que.
Liec are both Reitlh provinces, and thete ¢an be noseason
fos the minonty In Ontatio being to much mote over-
beayng fa Ontarlo than fn Quebee—crcept this—that
Roman Catholicism §s nol so much a religion as a mon.
srchy (fmperiuvt an imperis), and the zank and file
march wherever the ofhcers tell them; whereay we
Pratestants age too much the other way § oo much ens
groswed with our own pelvate affaics or with our own
political patty, Youn, cte.=~EbDWaRD MARIHALL

Gollingertown, 1804 Nov., 1886,

P.3.~1n Quaebec one of the chlef topics of instrucilon
in the Government schools {8 the Romish catechlsm, and
the ** Deveir fx Chretien ™ (Cheistlan Daty), which are
Loth so full of Romanism that a true Protestant would
rather keep his ¢hildren at home thin tend them—whilst
in Ontario nothing religious [y allowed, cven the Bible i3
olyected to, which is surcly not controversal [ bave
gead tbat in Ireland the Roman Catholic clergy object to
the Government culleges a8 being ** Godless colleges ¥
the fact Leing that they were made 10 in the vain hope
of pleasing thesc same clergymen.—E. M,

———— e et )
MEETING OF PRESBYTERY,

ORANGEVILLE.—Met on the gth [nst,, all the ministers
excepl two being present, and a fair aitendance of elders.
A petition beating 74 signatures, and promiung $290 a
year, was laid Lefore the presbytery by Mr. W, I, Ilua-
ter, asking for tegular Sabbath services o conncciicn
with St Andrew'scharch, Oranzeville, at Vanatter, (o the
townshp of Garafraxa. Mr, [{uater, whoowas a church
there, kindly offers it for that purpose.  Another priition,
signed Ly 3t members and rdherents of Knox church,
Caledon, and promising $.%0 annually toward stipend,
way |aid before the presbytery by Mr, Rowan, praying
for union with St Andrew's ¢harch, Orangeville, under
the pastorateof Rev.\W. A, Hunter, Theclerk was ordered
10 cite interested parties to appear at next mecting of

tesbytery,  Mr, Croticr reported visitlng  Gandler

gmion 1o ascertain their ability to rebuild their church,
which was burot by Lush fires [ast summes when almost
fioished. They had got subseriptions to the amount of
$320, and wished ald from the presbytery.  The presby-
tety passed a resclution that o view of the 1o1s they have
sustained, anappeal be made to each congregation within
the bounds for contributions to ataist them. Me. Cronier
ficthes reparted having ordained two clders, Messs, R,
Black and D, MeMichel, at Black's Comers, " Mr, Gil
christ reported having visited Priee’s Corpers, and the
people agreed 1o take jmmediate steps to have Lhe slicht
arruua Mipend Mz, Ross stated that for tertaln
teasons he would like fucther time to ¢onsider the call
from Dundalk and Ventry, and he was gireo to the next
meetlng of presbytery,  Rev. A, Tait, baving beea ap-

ioted at 2 missisnaryto British Columbia by the Home
Mission Committee, gare in his resignatior.  The Clerk
having previously not fied the different statfons of bis
charge, they wete all tepreseated and expr their
sttong svlachment 10 thedt pasior, the unirerial esteem In
which he was held, and theie deep sorrow at the prospect
of losing him,  Mr. Tait, while very sorry to part with
hi people, thought it hus daty, coasideriag the size of the
field and the need of re arrangemeat, and his great desire
to be enpaged 1n mindon work, to accept the appoists
meat of the H. M Committee. s tedgnation was
accepted 10 take cffect ot and after the 23th iast. The
Rev. W, A [lunter was appoiated Iaterin moderator of
sesslon, and to declare his pulpit vatant oa the firgt
Sabbath of December.  Delegates appeated from Caledon
East and Adjula asking for re scrangewent of the felds
A deputation conslating of Messra, McFaal {eonvener),
Hanter and McClelland, was appointed to visit these
stationt and u%m at ocxt meeting of presbytery. Mr.
Thos, Ruassell bruught Ja & motion which was unani-
mously passed strongly condemning the profanation of
the LonFl D.:yﬂl? the ronning of railway trainy contrary
to the stalntes of Ontasio, and lastructing the cletk to
3cad a <opy of Lthe resolution ta the conncils of the various
muajcipabities withia the bouads of the presbytery, te-
qaeding them Lo put a stop to thisdisgraceful peofanation
of the Lord's Day. Mr. McDonald reported having
moderated in a call at Siaghampton and Maple Valley,
in favour of Rev. J. B 1lamilton. The call was signed
ty t1¢ members and 29 adhercnts, and guarantecs of
sipend for $652 and manse. Mr. amilton asked till
Dec. 4th to consider . Conditional on his tance
arrangements were made fot his ordinstion and [a faction
at Maple Valtey on Dec. 21, at 230 pwm., Mr,
McDonald 1o preside, Mr. Dallantyne to preach, Mr.
Craig to address the people, and Mr, McClelland the
minkiter. A resolution from the Luther Village
gation changing the nane to Grand Valley Presbytenan
charch, in on.fﬂ that it may corresprad wth the new
name of the vil'age ar:lmrou ofSce was tasd oa the table,
aad the chanye was endorsel by the presbytery. The

c::lmy adjosrned to meel at Shelbaroe, on 1he weecad
[Fu y of January, st tt .m.—~11. Cro2ier, Chirk,

Rev. G. [lowie has been appointel to the charge
of St. Mark's chorch, King Strect W, Toronto. We
take the opportanity of staring that Mr Howie {s a Dative
of Letanon, and bas peepared a seties of twelve lectares
o5 Palestine and kindred sobjects,  As Mr. Hostrlaa

entleman of po otdiaary alality, we trust that oar Yoan
cople’s Ansodations and sloular societies will oot fa

anew|
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