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common discernment. | am not pleading for what is
known as systewatic theology. ¥ am only humbly pro-
tosting agniust the indiseriminate denunciation of sys-
toms that have benefitted the world,made tons of thou-
rands of lives purer aud happior, and have their influ-
ence for good in the world to-day

It is chwged agninat us that we do not preach the
doetrines our fathers preached, or rather that doctrinal
preaching as such is, if not discarded vy us, is nt least

negiceted.  How far this is true 1 qun pot in a post-
tion:to any. 1 believe there is an element of truth in
it. But [ wish to ask. is the responsibility all with the

ministry ¢ la it an indication of the decline of pulpit
power?! or may it not in large mensuzre be traced to the
pew! Mark, } do act deplove it as an wnmived evil of
our day, so far as it may obtain. T am nov fully con-
vinced that the lectures on systonatic theology called
sermans, to which we listened, or vather under which
we slopt, in our boyhood. were ealeulated to rouse
to earnest endeavor, or imbue with a noble ambition—
the offectunl ealling --and the general calling, and in-
tollectunl faith, and the saving faith, sometimes to the
negleeting of the precious truth that out of the depth
of & wondrous love of God is ealling—ever calling—and
i8 as honest and trne in the one as the other, “no ve-
spectey of pevsons,”

H sowme features of doetrinal preaching have passed
away with the last genceration, 1 aw not disposed mourn
to its departure.  But if doctrinal teac'iing, such as is
uceded to produce sturdy christivn thought be on the
decline, it is to be deploved. It is tu be confessed thag
while the pulpit influences the pew, the pew none the
less influcuces the pulpit.  If it be accopted as a truism
that “‘like priost like people,” it is quite as true that
**like people like priest,” especinlly in these our days
o large share of the respensibility rests with the people.
As far as possible, without departing from the central
truth of the message, the preacher is obliged ta con-
form to the capacity and predilection of the heaver. If

withuur hearers,after the week of toil, with the influence '

of business transactions still in their minds, a week of |
hard strugale in which God and heavenly thiugs have

had only a secondary place, consecutive bible study is;

a thing unknown in their kowmes,ouly a Portion snatched
hove or there, doing duty for what 1s called ** famity
prayers,” what capacity for. ur interest can they possi-
bly have in the harmony or completeness of etevnal
truth?  If minds are so saturated with pleasure, or en-
ervated with seunsational litorature, whether mn the
form of the divine edition or the wmore trashy serials
of our daily and weekly newspapers, what mental or
moral seceptivity isthere for solid thought or careful ex-
position? Ttis thisstate of things that has brought about
the departure of dactrinal preaching from our midst.

Even the true theologian will give his hesrors what they
will liston to, though it be in a dilutod state, rather
than the strong meat from which they will turn away
in weariness, if not disgust. This is called a practicel
age, and even preaching has to be measured by this
practical standard. ‘¢ Results,” vesults is the demand
of the day. Very well, only let us be sure that our re-
sults are correctly estimated. Our work is to make the
most of men—make the best of them. Instead of wish-
ing they were what they arve not.take them as they are,
and, undor God, make of them according to their, and
our, Inghest possibility.
In looking over the work of our pastuis and church-

: es, » more intelligent estimate of which will be given
us by our secretaries, may I be permitted to say a
word in vegard to the training of men for the fields of
this Dominion? Whatever our opinions may be in re-
gard to political secession, they have no place i our
work. The time has come when our young men can
have no reasonable hope of entering the ranks of the
ministry without a regular college training. There
are those who have not been o fortunate in the work
to-day. And good wen and true they are, &oing faith-
ful work for God and man. But they ave the men who
will the most heartily endorse what 1 say. And there
will always be notable exceptions. No rule there is
without its exceptions, but these will be fewer as the
years voll on. T think I am warranted in saying that
no young man unencumbered, who will shrink from
the years of plodding toil between him and a literary
education, is fit for the work, 1 care not- how devount
his spirit or earnest his exhortations. In our colleges
all Que consideration is given to the diversities of
ability, both intellectual and financial. No young man
presenting himself w our churches should be for one
moment encouraged to any other course than a liter-
aty and theological training, TFor there is no such
oxcuso as lack of means, which could be urged. 26
iyears ago. This is as it should be. Every facility to
every young man with the right talent and motive.~
We have had come to ns—the Master has sent them,

Ezmd we have welcomed them with a right hearty wel-
come~—men from Graat Britain and the United States,
and-our estimate of them is expressed in the petition
“Lord send us wore like them.” We have plenty of
room for them—plenty of work and a prospect of plen-
teous success. But it is no longer a matter of discus-
sion that the men brought up, educated and trained in
; the country where they are to work are, on the whole,
! the most successful workers. 'This is the settled pol-
icy of our missionary committees in their managoment
of foreign work. Itieas true of our home work.—
With very few exceptions, it is English for England,
Scotchmen for Scotland, and at least at present ‘it is




