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in them. t.hat liear. The power of the puli t
then, from, a scriptural point of view, ifi to bIe
eetiiniated by itýi power to save mien froi sin,
its ruinous consequences, and, to Iuild ulp in
holinesa, righteousniess and peace. The powe-
of -,he pulpit therefore is not to be judged of
by its ability to dwaw, thougli that power,
sanctifled, is a gif t by no ineans Vo be despised ;
nor by its abilty3 to ggather uioney for the pay -
ing off of debta which should neyer have beeii
cotitracted; though here again is a talent onie
mnay well desire; buit tletruc gaugte f siicess-
fui preachingis to befouid iii he turning ol'
men from darkness unto light, iii building up
on Cyour inost holy Iaitiî,"ý ini altered live5, iu
tears saîactified with jov-ous suhmnissioni, iin bur-
dens lifted fromn weary hearts, and 8trengtli
iinparted Vo those who often are bewildered,
dazod witlî the worries and the toil of life.

1 had tlîought of enquiringr whether the pu]-
pit of to-day is equal to the pulpit of gencera-
t*.ons grone, but as the question was thoughit
upon, the feeling grew, that ne reliable ineans
of ansiweringçx ai-e at band; at ayrtethe.
quFstion mîuý,t ifirst be ariswered whether the
Christian woî-ld is more righteouts to-day- thiîan
at former periods in the ehurchi's history.
Personally 1 believe that the powür of Chris-
tianity is steadily advancing, thoughi as the
ocean ide, in waves. The Vide dooS nioV rise
as water in our reý-ervoir, steadily, almost im
percptibly, a8 the eugines conist.ant.ly and(
evenly pump, but by waves, wic-lh follom-
each ether dashing cacli a littie higfier than
the foi mer and then rushing backi into the
great ocean agrain. Caugit i the back swell'
we despondingly cry a.11 is sinking, but fiith
beholds rigphteousnffs risîng "as the wavces of
the sea "; (k~ xlviii, 18.) anid to t.his ùnd theJ
foolisnebs of pricaching is ever working. "k I
werê to be wished the flawb were fewer iii the
earthen vesket holdingy trea.su-e," but ini those
earthen vessels the treasui-te bas ken placed,

that the exeedinig gréat-ness of .the power
May be of Gfod, and not froin ourselves."

One truth of practical importance in the re-
lation of piulpit and pew 1 woudd here pres.
The ehurci of history sincc- tie fourth century
has8 been suppo>rted chiefly b)y the state. Talc-
ixig the place in political ýeconorùy of the old

agaân faiths, goyorziments were noininaily
Chitii nd suppprted the churci. This in

a racney- point of' viewv gaveidpndnet
thel)7". .or wh o.dnôt depend upqn. the

wlîins of the people for his daily hreadl, hnw-
ever rnuch lie depended upon bis politicaI
masters. A sturdy nonconfoî-mist, who bas
longa ?ct( disestabi ishinent i n Englan.d,
butt whio has è -csided for some time on this coe-
Vinent, said to the -,vriter conversing on thip
subjeet, tint lie should rcturn 'with différent
freilings to the old land, on this quei3tion; he
lmd seen so nitici of the tyranny of the pew
'is to Icad hlmii te tic, conclusion that thiere
Nvere wonse, evils thait an established church.
The facts whici oui- fî-iend notice1 are pain-
fully real; tie people îlay thieiir oney aud
dlai f î-cm the preacher as fî-oin their tailQr
the ihhsion thieir fancy dictates. MNen prefer
largely Vo hear their own prejudices echoed,
their 'ncies pleased, rather tian Vo receive i-
struction, they desire to "De &t ease in Zion, to be
rested by being amused or put spiritally to sleep.
"Prophesy smaoothe things," but do n3t touci u,
oui' pockets, our plea.sures or our practice-Q. la
meeting these real difficulties I ar. not di"o-
cd Vo advoeattcI "establishinent," rather the in-
deFpc-dece of Paul, willing to suifer the loss
of ai tliiqgs timat hie nigit po.scss tht2 rigite-
ousness of Christ; knowiiug how Vo be Zabaàed
and hiow te abourid, having tie secret boti tn
be fille<l and to be 1iungt-y,able to do &Hl things
in hini that stî-t-ngitheineth." Only a cJkritiýu
2peopl-e ha-ve ao right to pla«ce that bur-den upoi
a sol itavy shoulder, they themiselves scai ci
ai(liiig with their littie finger. Tt is criminal
cowardicc thus Vo do.

TIhe inter(lependenee of pulpit anid pewý\ is
noV to be regretted, riather deepened, only the
pew should learn it has othe- responsibilitVeà
than fault finding, tlîan a mere attendance and
support; and tue power cf tie pulpit will ho
largely propom-ioned by the mateî-ial sympathy
ani aid received f rom tie pew, Gentie reader,
how is yeur part being perforied ? 1 kiiow iii
is easy te lay down rules, te say wbat ouïght
to be, Vo detect flaws in what is. The suni has
miany3 spots. What are we doing to rend8e
the preaching cf Vie cross eff'ectivec? lu no0
country has Vhe pulpit as a whofe been rer
effective in past days than in Scotlanil. W oids-
worth speaks of "Vie virtuoiîs houi5ehold
though exceeding poor, pure livers, feaing
God: tie very children taugit steru selff re-
speet, a -reverence for God's word, and an U
tuai picty., mnaintained with strictness scarcel-
known on Englisi ground ;"' and in no coun-
try bas3 an edubi.at mÎistry been iîisi8ted oae
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