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smait quantities ta the United States. There is, however, a more
expensive variety af shells, brought tram, Austratia. and casting about
6j cents a pound First-ciass buttons, opera giasses and umibreita
liandies are manufactured fromt themn. Choaper varieties from the
Fîiji Islands are sold for 25 cents per pound, and a stiti mare inexpert-
sive kind isgrawn in Panamna.and sald liera for 2o cents. The poorcst
sheils used for Inferior grades of buttons are grown in Persia and soid
go manufacturers at the iaw figure Of 3 cents.

The main cause ta wbich can be attr: -uted th* scarctty of raw
materials is tbat the beds are in a warked or .unditiaa. WVhcn busi-
ness was prasperoas. in order ta meet the demand. peari praducers
drained the beds ta their utmost capacity, and. with a iack af faresight
which bas cost them dearly. negiected to, aitow the growing shelis ta
reacb maturity. As an example af such a lamentable state af aflairs,
dealers hiere cite hie cae of Egyptian sbolis. 1 understand tha.t
Egyptian shelia were once comparatively pientiful, but so papular did
they grow that they were gatbered irrespective of the growth they bad
attained. Hlence Egyptian abolis can seldani be obtained except at
unreasenable figures.

The rise and fait of the buttan trade is but an instance of the
unstabie condition cf many linos of Austrias manufacture The
Austrian manufacturer cf to-day. it seenis, is a very différent sart cf
man from wbat hie used to be. The Germans are forging to the front
witb rnquenchbhle energy. and in their strides for new fields are pusb-
ing tbe Austrian te thi. watt. Fortunately. the government is ceming ta
realize the bad state af affaira. It is putting fartb aýdmi-b!e efforts
toward the establishmient cf new trade schools and kindred institutions
that uili tend bath to improve tbe quality of manufactures and ta, do
away with antiquated foreign trade metbods, and if praducers do nat
shove lorward a peg or twa under this new stimulant, they wilt have
themselves to blame for Austria's future commercial positian among
manufacturing natians.

FLOCKING.

The fiock-ing precess is ane of the most important parts of fuliing.
Nat only does it require samne additional calculations, but witb gtent
aiso keen judgment. for the material out of whicb the flocks are made
lias an important beating on the subject. As to tbe calc'alatians noces.
gary we refer our readers to the Fuller's Ready Tables, for the whole
matter is there treated an a most comprehiensive manner, saya a rTiter
in the Boston journal af Commerce. Se we will faite it for granted
that the amaunt of Roacks wbâch the goeds require is known. and our
chic, ainm will therefore be te devise tbe best wvay af Retting thern on
tht ramis. There are several methods in use among finishers. ail cf
which have their monits and some aise, tbear drawbacks. and aznong
themn we first find tbe dry flocking metbod as empleyed by some. The
greatosi benefi ascribed to this method is the even distributian of the
Rlockts ail aver tbe gonds. this being macle possible by reason cf tbe
gonds beang dry. Tbis plan %vitl liard admarably on some classes of
gonds, and may be employed on kerseys. mneitons and such like fabrics.
un cassimeres we should not want ta advocate tbc use af tbas method
for the reason tbat ton much of tbe Rockts are apt te find their way
through tbe fabric te, the face, andi i fancy colons are present. espect-
ally of the ligbter kands, tbese are apt te appear muddle and wull Jackt
the brsghiness whach tbcy are intended ta possessa wben they are macle
part af the fabrac. Then aRain at wil require extra tinie in the run-
nang of the gonds. for St will surely taite a quarter of ana heur ta <lis.
arabute tihe flocks properly. and tbese, tfieen minutes added to the
regular runnang time wii be faund ta ho an appreciable item ina case
we are driven. %% therefore cannot seS any great benefit ta, bo
denived fromt dry floclcang. and aithough %%- bave tried st severai times
-.%- neyer could find the reuits sufficiezatly goed ta warrant its adoption
as a permanent method. W~hen fiocking dry. tbe amaunt ai flocks
required for the geods is put en them immediately aiter starting tbe
miii. and miter tbey are weli distributed tbe soap la added ta wet tbe
goods down. It is claimed that by this way cf coing tbe goeds de not
get a setbacc tbe same as they do wben the Riockts are applied when
the gods are wet and begin te, feit. Howe,.er this nsay ho. we- can-
not finci anything in aur experience kvhich wili bear out tht assump.
taon. Afier thse geedt are wet clown tue proceeding ie znuch the same
as described ila the fuliiag precess.

WVe next came ta, the wet flocking method. and liea the greatest
abjection raised as that stated abuve. 0f course if we intend ta pro-
ceed in the wtt tlacicing pracesa the saine as in the dry. tht objection
pointed aut witi no doubt hold gond. anti even then we can see ne fur-
ther harmi danc than a trille mare tame requiredt an the proceas. wbach
is about equai ta fromn lave ta ten minutes. tinut we <la not intend te
treat the gonds ta any such proccss as that, for when flncking wet the
greatest advantaRe of the method is lest if we slîautd dump the wboie
amount ai Rocks an the gonds and then let tbemn rua. Therefore we
taîte a smalt amount ai tht Rocks required ta bc put on and aprinicle
them an the gonds ltghtiy. and as soan as these bave been taken up we
can give them sorte mare, aîad thus proceed titt att af tbe Rocks are
put an. This again is objected ta as being ton much work. but for ait
that it is the oniy reasonabie way ta Rock gonds. andi weighit can be
macle witb iess Rocks than with any other metbod. WVe tbink that the
amaunt ai work required as thse greatest objection urged against tbis
way of coing, but %ve havt yet ta find a way ai getting gonds finisbed in
an Ai fashion witbout having te use considerabie work. The hlocka
thus put an wvil stick better to the gonds and becomepart ai tbe fabric.
because the flocka are not led ta the gonds until tht gonds are in a con-
dition ta, taice rare of tbem, &rd that is oniy when they became beated,
for it la only then that fettinR begins. If ta this is added a littie feiting
capacity in tht Rock it can be easily seen tbat .3he process must be
successful. Flocka which do not possesa tbe felting quahties are nat
fit to use ia any sense. but wve wouid rather risk gtemt on tht gonds. if
tbey are put on in the way stated. and at the proper tiie, tban ta take
a nucis botter Rlock and put themn on dry. WVe tbznk that between the
two thbe first named wouid be the botter fabric ail around. Not onty
witt tht colons be brighter. buit the Rlocksa wi have been felted anta the
gonds ia such a manner that tbey witi stay and not drap out at tbe
first handting the gonds get alter tbey become dry. one ai the best
tests as te the truth of this may be found in the looks ai the dry finish-
ing rooms wbere the two methods are In aperatian. WVhere the dry
Rlociting is cax-nied on it may bc aaoticed that tbe tables. etc..
become quicitly covered with flocks as soon as thev are not ln
use. and we wiii be contintaalty brushing tables. This shows that the
Rocks have not been incorparated into the gonds enough ta bold them,
and as soon as they become dry tht sifting.out proctas begins ta stop
only when the gods are worn out. No sucis state of thinga wiit ho
found where tbe wtt flaciting method is in use unless tht quality ai
the Rocks is entireiy beiow what gnigbt be expected, but given tht
saine quality ai Rocks as in thse dry process there witt bc no siiting
out. at least white tht gonds are in thse miii. and nat for quite a white
aiter the gonds have hegun té wcar.

Another metbad af flocking is balf dry, bal wet, and tbis mcthod
ia used only when tue amount ta, bc put an the gonds is excesively
large. WVben that is the case. it would tace ton, long ta appiy tht
Blocks as described ina the wtt flackisg method, for the gomis woutd bc
up in width and icngth long before we had got them ail on. There.
fore we taite tht hall cf tht Rocks and put thein on dry. and the other
balf as describcd hefore. We do not du this because it is the beat way
of coing the %%ork, for there la no hest way ta choose. i t as simply
the only way tht Rocks can bc gat on, and for that reason %-e do at.
White it may nat maite mucis diflerence on alt-wooi goods %%hich arc
flocked in reasinable anauunt. laow hie Rlocks are put on, wath the
exception ai cassimercs. noted abovc, it hecomes quite an important
item on tht lower grades. that la. cottan-warp good%. Tht wet pro-
ceas should oniy bc employed on tbemn as giving the hasat resuhîs, laut as.
this class of gonds art uheap the amount ai work reluircd ta do tht
Baocking right ia olten grudged. and they generall) reccavc tht treat-
ment which is ai tht lcast benefit ta them. In uri next %%c wii treat
of tht gigging proecs.

CARE IN DYEING.

The perfectaon in dyeang any kiad of stock can bc accomltsihed
only hy using cvery possible caution. There ia a diflerence of cOpinion
among supeuantendents as te whcther each kettie ai stock shauld lme
perfectly even an color and matched toe amplc. ar whether it is suia-
dient ta have tht steck., wben picaed up. blend te maire tht destred
shade. The perfect mnatching -if a color in the Olyehouse is a very


