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Celisi deration eof the conditions neccsgary to satisf'y a nief-nîl INeri-
diaîit. Foi. to ho of' illportanice as aL 'iilSc Meridianl allneng others, and
ini order te aldmit eor ne aiuîl'iguiitv it must conitajîx in itself at dieItr-

tirfroin the principle of neutrality by the determnination of' its
position et of gtd t1lreugh) an observatory iii the neiglîbourhiood
te o ~inae authoritati vely.

l'le îdCa eof selection on groîrnds eof non trality 'vas therefere sot
a1side hy a gre-at fil;ajeiîty. Tlue rg9lnarkI of' M. Janssen, on the occa-
Sion et the discussion of this sttbje,;t inuist bu recognized as rnostjust.
Naxneh-, tihaLt the Mer-idian eof Ferre, initrodiiced at the commence-
ment eof the 1$;tl centuiry, thireughi De L'Tsle, and stibseqtieutly
broughit inite coinen-oi ise, lying '-00 te the Wvest of' that of' Paris, l)y
that fiâct furxîisoed. al inarked objection te its selectien as tue common
First Meridian, fer froin this circuniistance it had becoine purely a
French M«àeridian, and thuls, te tho greât disadvanitage et'ail geograph)y,
the MNeridian eof Ferre haci lest its international or neutral character.

After the thleery of a, neutral. Meridian wvas set aside, the greunids
eoi wliich Greenwîich as the starting peint et' lengitude wvas ad(vocattedl,
came11 into l)leniliice with thieir fullest fei-ce, ami tlie choice et' it as
the iniitiatl Meridlian, followed almeost wvith unatnimity, France ai(I
Brazil as advecatps otf the netitrality principle. abstained fromi Vetin)g,
and only thie representative of San Domningo, M.' (le Galvan, veted
1)ositiv-ely against Greenwichx. The latter, hio'ever, added that Iiis
niegaiti%,e vote intisi enly be taken. as an expression of bis sympathy
'vitx the principle eof neutrality.

Tii e three succeedin g iResoltutions, the nurnbering eof Longýituides
with different sigus, East and WestL fromi Greenwich; the acceptance
eof an Universal Daty for special purpeses; and the accord eof tii
IUniversal Day -with the Tlime 1{eckoniîîg of civil life umder thie
First Meridian, wvere in tlheir essence ixîte.rnally connected one withi
the' otlenr. The discussion in the Con ference accordingly wvas directed
at the saine time equally te the three Resoluitions, althougli the vote
upon tbemi ias given on each proposition separately. It is a niatter
wvorthy eof attention, tixat the second, which set forth the main
principle, wvas the only one which obta.ined an almost linaninious vote,
wvhile for the two others many countries abstained from voting, soine
of the smaller territories even voting negatively. An explanation of' titis
manifestation is found in the fact that a great number eof the Delega-ýtes
wvere flot provided wvith special instructions in regard te particular
questions, but had only received as a ruie of' conduot that they should
[iold te the Resolutions of the Congress at Renie, wlxich iii these two
1)altiCUlar points had decided in the opposite direction. These Dele-
gates evidently, did net feel tlîemselves at liberty te depart, from wvhat
had been laid do'vn at Rome, even wvhen their eovn personal views
in the course et' the discussions at Washington i'ather inclined themn
te the prevailing direction eof the Resohitiens there brouglit forward,


