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A TARIEEF COMMISSION.

Considershle discussion is being cavried on relative to the
sppointmient b (he new Liberal Governouent at Ottaws, of a
cormission of experts, Lo jnvestigate aud report on the effects
of the operation of the present tarifl upen the general pros-
perity of the country, and to make such yuggestions and re-
commendations with respect to the revision of the tariff, as
in their judgment they 1muy consider advisable.

Much good may result from such an investigation and re-
port, if the duty is entrusted 1o capable and honorable gendle-
wen, whose duties and judgmeut arve unfettered by any
instructions tending to lead w a decision in favor of any party
theury or policy. We beliove that from amwoug our leading
bankers, merchauts and manufacturers a selection could bLe
made of wen of large business experience and financial ability,
who would cheerfully devote their time to this duty, and
would treat the subject on strictly business principles, consid-
ering every point in the interest of the country at large.  The
report of a commission compused of men of stroug party pro.
clivities, or holding extreme views with regard to free trade
oc protection wouid be of nu value whatever, What the
country requires is a tariff based on such equitable
and generally accepted principles a5 would convey to
capitalists and others some assurance of pormancuce
and stability. The absence of any fixed and well under-
soud principles upon which our fornwr tariffh  should
bave been bwsed has peoved a scrious impediment or
obstacls in the way of all new enterprises. In the Unitwed
States it hax long been recognized that very few of the mem-
bers either in the House of Representatives or in the Senate
are gufficiently conversant with business operntions as to
be able to forin an intelligent o indepeadent judgment on
the various items of the tariff, the discusstons on which ave
mainly conducted by professional politicians whose only quali-
fication is that of Jong speechies. A very general fecling pre-
vails awonyg the leading commercial men aud press of that
couutry, that it would be well if a change in the constitution
could be effected, under which the regulution of the tariff
should be entrusted to a commission of experts, whose decisions
should remain in force for teu years, any amendments pro-
posed to rinjuire a two thinds vote of Loth houses of Congress.
A very casual reference to the debates in our own House of
Commins shows how very few of i wembers are qualified
for an intelligent discussion of a subject which anly practical
business experience could enable them to handle.

One of the dutics of the proposedd Conmissicn wauld be: to
hold meetings at which parties [roposing to establish new
industries or to 2xtend existing onex cvuld submit their pro-
ponitions for aid or encouragement, and to decide to what
extent, if auy, thes: propositions should be entestainel,

We can only repeat that we believe that the decision and
recommwendatioas of a well selected commission way be pro.
ductive of mach henefit, and would exercise & large inflaenee
oa the opinionx aud actions of Parlinment, and upon pabhe
opinion generally. .

DEPRECIATION OF FARM PROPERTY
Tt is greatly to be: reyretted that in order o cmvate disaffee
tion Wowards Government, the politiciaus of Canadn hava found
it expedient to create among its people 8 feeling of dissatisfac-

tion with their present condition and of despondency as to the
future. A fuir and candid comparison of our position with
that. of other countries including the United States, shows
thit Caunds s suffered less than in any of them from the
dopreciation of the value of farm pmducos

According to the returns of the Burean of Industriex for
Ontario, the decline in the value of fars and farns build-
ings in this Province, between the yoars 1880 aud 1890 was
1.83 per cent.  According 1o the census of the United States
the decliv:e during these venea, was, in Maine, 3.7 per cent; in
New Hampshire, 12,7 per centyg in Vermont, 26.5 per cent,; in
Massachusetts, 12.8 per cent.; in Rhode Isksnd, 155 per cent.;
in Connecticut, 21.5 pur cent,; in New York, 83 per cent.;
In New Jersuy, 16.6 per ceut.: Pennsylvania, 5.5 per cent.. in
Oliio, 6.8 per cent. In every ons of these Suten the depre-
ciation has been much greater than in Cansda,

The United States census for 1895 shows 4 deplorable fall-
ing off in the value of farm products, including live stock.
The following is taken from the calumus of the New York
Journal of Commerce :—¢ The statistics of farm animals pub-
lishod by the Departient of Agricalture tell s melancholy
story. Theaggreguie value of farm aninuls increased foc
many years until it reached @ ciimmx in 1884, and then de.
clined somewhat, riviug again titl in 1393 it was » little higher
than in 1884. At the present timge, the valucis 755,580,597
less than it was in 15937 1Lis is a dJisastrous decline for
three years. All animals except milch cows participated in
the decline.

Nor has the decline in values boen confined to anitals, bat
lins cxtended to all furm products. The New York Produce
Exchange -Reparter supplies the following figures:
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Wheat, \alue ............... Q013,472,711 937,918,908
Com  * ..... ceeens e 8% 4038 567,509,106
Oawn P L5 D30 314 267 163,605,068
1,682,224, 206 mlﬂ,l?“

DICCTORS® .oivr cinvavrssnestnnacs nasannace 613,121 ot

Add dccmuw in value. Hay, 3u»taloamdlmckwhut..m.4&,zs_
Fam waioals ool 765,580,397

$1,676,183,913

If Canadian farmers, who foel dishoartened over the present
pusition, would cavefally consider the above figures, they
should feel satisfied thut if matters are unsatisfactory here,
they bave been immmensely worse in the United States. It
the seveuty willion people macket there has done 0 little to
waintain prices for their own farmers, how init 1o heexpected
that such a warket will prove of any value w Canadian
farmers !
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FREE TRADE PLATITUDES. .

It would prove an cudless task 1o quote and refute the
many silly platitudes by which the advocates of Free Teade in
Canmda attenipt 10 establish their pet theory, and disputs the
practical mdvantages resulting from Protection.  Thrw of
these may at present be referred t:—(1) That Free Trule
pramotes, while Protection retards the growth of forvign
wade: (2) Thav Protection imposes on the conswiners of »
protectad country the payment upon howe-producid merchan.
disc of an additional price cqual to the custums duty levied
upun similar articles imported from a cumpeting country ; (1)
That Caundinus, Iwing endowed with brain, brawn and musele
equal w, if nut superior W those of any people in the world,




