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«i cotngetkd " district iii thris City, anti %itl soîîîe exceptions outside

it, thene lias never bten %vatintg scanie membe)r af the TurcnoBad
aîrnsious to pull tlowvn this extra, or tel reduce lin sorte %way thne 'tarlT
rite." The ruis of the thr large ire were lI2rdly cool liefore a
mnîhiier ulproçe akiiîg for songe corncession, eoalue abatemnent ii rates,
not, 1 îliink, ini the iîîtercst of bis conip:îîy, but ratdier of tic intired.
Then a montii or tWvo Iater, somie une magle a motion ta have hIe
extra 25C rate rescindcd as regards a certaini class of risis, outside cer-
tain liiiits. Thlis wvas carried. To.day ticerc is a large nuinber ii

ravor o! a reduction of Ille extra rate. Thjis iiiay or inay not carry,
but ta an outsider it would appcar tîrat the coinibanies hardly lknow
tueuir own miincIs. Thre ob)jcct, as given ont at the tinte, in pbuttiiig on
tige 25C eXtra %vas tu comlpel tige City to pet certain rire ippliatices,
and, inost important, ta provide larger 'rater mins. TVhiis last lias
îîot bccndone, andl no miove macle towards liaving it dlonc. Wue lave
indec secured a water tower, aidqltiona.t liose, andi so on, but nt this
date thele arc actuilly onlly twu steain ire engînes owned la> tlle City,
for a dispute lias arisen regarding ilie MeIrryiceathier crngine, aîid si is
flot certain tic city wvill retain it. In vîew of the atrong efforts
miade by local agents hicre for a reduction of raies, tige question sug-
geýts.it-clf, %vliorn or wliat arc thiey scahhy relîîeseiiting?-tieir prin-
cipals, *tle comipanies, tic insuring public, or thecir own pockets ?
Cçitainly the city should >a treatcdl fairly, and it is, for rates, even as
tlîpy are, are not unreasonable.comip.riiig thiem with Il - e rrvailiiig
ino*tiller citie , clikec size andi lire protection. 1 he tact rentains te-
fore that a batisfactory fire protection lias not been supphicd so far, anci
until it is, the abject of the extra has flot becen attaineil, and it Alould
floi therefore be takzen off or retiuccd. Lastly, tîris wavering policy,
onsteady gait, is takzen as a weakness in certain quarters, andi by no
mecans adids ta the dignity cnd %veight, I will flot say of the Toronto
Board. but of the confeerateti ire instissanc companies, L-noivn as the
Canadia,: Fi,-e (Jndenririf.r' Asseciation,.
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MottsandMeco
The Patriotic Assurance Company, of Ireland,

is withidrawing frain this continent.

The Winnipeg incendiary, Farr, 'vho tried lao
destroy bis 'wife and fatniiiy along -%vitli his hou-.-;. by
fire, has been found guilty.

The trial of the allr,ýed flre-bugs who opcrated in
the Bayd warehouse is proceedinig. The evidence by
one of the prisoners is appalling.

Toronto Underwriters have been ini session this
week, to cousider a proposed reduction of rates. The
question is referrcd to tie head offices.

À valu able residcnce in Detroit was destroyed by
fire on i2th inst., caused by the crossing of an electrie
liglit wvire with that of the bouse telephone.

The Bank of Montreal wili probabiy open a
br&inch at Rossland, B.C., in the near future, thec min-
ing.opcrations iii that iacaiity being very active.

The Commercial Union Insurance Comnpany,
whicltbas donc a ire business sitîce agi» in Argcntîna,
is about to cnter upon transport insurance there.

Inthe Hyams' alicged murder ';ase, being agaiti
licard in Toronto, lte evidence as la the prisoners'
inisurance plans was ruied cutl ut it wasshown Ibat tiîcy
liadtried, la gel $2o0,aOo on tbe life of the wife of one
of then,,which wouid cost $6ooo or $7000 a ycar, while
theèy wiee prcticaily insoivents.

Il is reporled that a pravisionai agreentenIt lias
beeti entereti iiîlo betweeni the British Huipire Miutuai
and tce P>ositive Assurance Co., whereby Ille ÇOrne-
will re*iinstre the latter.

The insurance of dags, or rather their owners
agains-t the ioss oftltcir pet aimiais by accident, steak-
inig, or <ieatb, is to be carried on by- the Kennel Assur-
ance Association, lHngiand. Whiat iiext ?

The lasses from uise of gasoline for licating tailors'
irons have been very nunierous ai laie ii te States.
The epidc:uic lias niot broken out buere, bttt is weil worth
providing against by a cautionary cimcttiar to ciothiing
establiisitniens.

Ingeniaus but -- .A Conîipain>',.vwbich blas been
vcry pronouinced iii ils protcsls agaliist rcbaling, is
practising il, and cavering its tracks by uîaking eaciî
applicant a lcmnporary agent of the companyý, and the
rebate is allowel in lie disgttisc of coritmission!

The Merryweather fire engine supplied the cily of
Toronto .1 b o e exauinied. and( tests inade by an expert
inechaluic sent out froin LEugland by the maes ~oare
not saîisfied wiliî the tests inade by the Toronto fire
brigade. The fireand liýht conuntittce have rejectçd the
engine.

«Our Monthly," published by the Maraufactur-
ers Lifle Insurance Company, Toronto, offers $2o.oo
for lte best argumlent for life insurance iii the formn of
a story, nol exceeding fifteet iîundred words. ].articu-
lars front ]Editor " Outr ýonitlily," 63 V01191e Street,
Toronto.

A new risk... .During lte trial mi, of a train car
fittcd with a new ail iotor at Glasgow, recently, the
oul tank ivas set an fire, and the car tvas burnt in the
centre of lte street. Forty passengers, niostiy lowzî
councillors, left lte car in saféty, and te fiantes tvere
extinguisbed by the fire brigade.-E.

The Colonial Explorations Company, Linîited,
has been registered in LEngiand witlt a capital of r,50,-
ooo. This ncw Cantpany wiii comibine iuistiraic-e
business,, relaling priitcipally ta ruines, with financial
inthe liue of secking for ani sectring openings for
Uic cnipioynîent af capital. A sontewbiaîpeculiar nîix-
turc.

The National Industrial Fire Insurance Co.
lias been fornied on the ca-aperalive systeni, ta grant
insurance la the tuenibers against luss and daniage: by
fire ta thlétr goods and chaitels. It is a ivorking mnan's
carnpany, and belrays iii ils Prospectus nat the band of
a master of insuratîce principies, btmt te %ork of anc
who is bandliug tools lic knotvs little about.

The total of the warld's life insurance lias been
caiculated by Mr. D. N. Holway, of Boston, and dis-
cussed iu a suiall pamiphlet by hini. lu18 rSG te total
tvas $i,195,aooooo, af witich $SSoooa,ooo tvas British,
and $177,ooo,ooo Anicrican. At presetît lie estiniates.
British lifie assurance ta caver $3,62o.,oa,ooand Aixter-
ican ta antount ta S 5 65o,, witiî about j3400,-
ooo,ooo for ail alter cattîttries.*-

The fire bugs who have been so active in New
Vork and otiter cies lu lte States arc said by Uie
Jewis/î Afesseiiger tag be recent inîportations." Thé
Monitor spcaks of titemias 'lRussian Jews," wblo ha*'e
probably leftE1uropc "~ for cause," wviich is, for ý:%feîy
from proseculion, a class wvhase: landing shotîid bc
prohibited. As they corne in the hope of rising iii tbe
world, their ambition shouid bc gratified-.,*t lte end of
a tight rope.


