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INFALLIBILITY OF THE POLE, W

Yrhat 18 s Aot and YWhat it 1.

Nono but the very ignorant can
well bo oxonorated from deliberate
malovolencs towards the Catholio
Ohureh in importing to 1t tho doctrine
of the Popo 8 impeceability. It is so
obviously absurd that a fairminded
man wil{ at least take the trvuble to
inform himself at first-band from the
Catholic Church herself before he
pives oredence to tho imputation,
But tho case is fur otherwise with
regard to tho extent of tho Popo's
mflailibility. Wo bave horo a foui.da
tion in faot, upon winch 1t would be
very strange tndeed if persons not well
acquainted with the subjocts did not
rai80 theoriea and viows, plausible at
first sight, snd yet wholly erroneous.

We aro not now dealing immediately
with the doctrinea which tho Catholio
Church teaches, o much as with
those which ate falsley attributed to
her. Wo are not, therefore, Just now
concorned so inuch with what infulh.
bility is and with its proofs ; we rather
rcgud chat 1t is not.  What does the
chnld’s cateclusm say of it? By
the infalhibility of the ’ope we mean
that thoe Pope can no more err than
the Church, when as Supreme Pastor
lie teachies aoctruies of faith or woruls
to bo held by all tho faithful.” Here
we have the Church's definition of
what she teaches regarding the infal.
hibility of the Pope. Tine amounts in
briof to the fullow:ng propositions :

1. The Churcu 18 infallible.

2. The Pope acting as her Supreme

Pastor 18 equally infalhible.

8. This ijufulhinlity touches doc-
trines of fuith and morals—
that is those dootrines of belief
and morals which are contained
in the body of truths revealed
from beaven and taught 1n the
beginning in all theiwr fulness
by Christ’'s Apostles to the
Cburch.

4. The Pope is saved from error
when, acting asSupremo | astor
of the Church, be proposes
these originally revealed doc-
trines autharitatively for the
acceptance of all the fathful,

4 will be seen that all this springs
from the previous assumption that
God has made a revelation to men of
cortain truths, which of course they
are to hold for true, and according to
which they ave bound to live. Given
this fact, and very many Protestants
accept it, we then naturally ask what
is to bo the fate of tlus revelation ?
Shall it be left liko the primeval revel-
ation to filter through the * uncertain
counsels” of men tillit finally dies out
almost wholly ? For answer we nat-
urally look to the works of Chnst,
and here wo have the assurance ihat
He Himself will be with His Churceh,
as she teaches the pations all things
that He bas taught her, and that this
presence and assistance will not cease
till the consummation of the world.
Now the Catholic Chureh can also
produce words equally clear which
ghow that Christ intended to place
His Church under the guidance of one
Supreme Pastor, who was to exercisa
the office of tending and guiding the
whole flock—the whole body of the
faithfol. It is clear then on the one
band that the faithful are secured
against any loss or adulteration of the
«things commanded” or committed
by Christ to His Church, and that for
all time ; and on the other hand it is
equally clear thatif anywhere it must
ba to their Supreme Pastor tho faith-
ful must Jook for sound doctrine and
for true discrimination between sound
and unsound. And this is substantial
1y what the Church teaches in ragard
to the Popo’s infallibility.

The Popo then is nct infellible when
in ordinary 1atercourge with s fellow.
men he may happen to express him-
solf, with more or less asseveration, on
ourrent topics. The unity and purity
of the faath of the Unurch are not con.
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cerned, and therefore he Ia in suoh

ciroumstances no more infallible than
ho is impeceable. One somotimes
comges noross such instances as this in
ultra: Protestant papers :——+¢ Lagt weuk
tho Popo would not tako his umbrolla
whon he went out for o walk with his
chapliin.  Ho nssertod positivoly that
it would not rain. Unfortunately,
however, for his infallibility tho poor
oldgentloman got thoroughly drenchied
beforo he could regain shelter.'” Such
stories have not even the poor moerit
of wit, and anyone can sco how wido
they are of the guestion of infallibility.
In like manner the Popn wust neces
sarily, like all cducated men, hold
converse on a large variety of subjects
which are interesting in thiemselves,
and inay, indeed, bo particularly in.
teresting to him. Every man hae his
hobby. 1If, then, the Pope were to
tako a vory lively interest in somo
special seienco , if he wroto largely on
it; if he oven sought to press it into
the service of religion, and set forth
his viows with the earnestnesa of a
student, but yet only as a student, a
philosopher or a theologian—and more
than one Pupe has dono so— even here
tho Church does not teach that his
words are vested with the saving
guarantee of infallibility. Nay more,
tu tho supreme adwuinistration of the
Church be is in continual relations
with the bishops of the Catholio world,
and this implies that he is almost
constantly issuing directions and de-.
cigions afivcting, more or less, the
Church's discipline and practical life
and yot even in these matters he very
seldom speaks so that hig words must
bo taken as infallible, Ho is, indeed,
to bo obeyed in the commands he
isgues, because they are the commands
of a legitimate authority and they are
motived by the welfare of the Charcl
in whols or in part, but they may yet
attain this and without being absolute
ly inerrant. But when a orisis comes,
and come it must from time to time,
such is the restless nature of the hu-
man mind, and its liability to exagger-
ate, now in one dicection, again in
another—when such a crisis comes
and that new fangled interpretations
arg being foisted upon the old Ckrist-
inn verities, then the faithful need an
infallible court ofappealifthese truths
are tu withstand ths shocks of time,
and that court is the Church. The
Church speaks thus either through
hier bishops united with their head, or
through him alone. When she so
speaks she lhas a right—the faithful
have a right—to look to the merciful
promise by which her Divine Founder
assured her that e would@ not allow
the gates of hell to prevail over her.
Then ber fuith rises strong in his re-
liance upon that divine promise, and
with every apathema to which she
gladly bows sho gives confession to
the world of the wor derful power that
sustains her.— T'he Monitor.

Not to be Read.

There is & man over welcoro in the
office of a newspayer. He is the man
who pays bis subscription. His paper
goces to him regularly, and as one good
turn deserves another ho romits as
regularly. Ho does not mako excuses,
He pays like a man and has a friend
in overy member of the stafl. Jf
people could be got to know the plea.
sure of thia kind of exisence there
woulé be moro of them. Thero is one
kind of man more welccme than he.
That is the man who comes to pay.
“May his tribe increase.”—Oshkosh
Oracle.

Agents Wantoed

To canvaas for Tue CaTHOLIO REGISTER. A
liberal oommission allowed. Write for
partionlars.

The question of raising tho Lord Mayor of
Dablin's salary is Lolog discusaod at prosent.
The salary as it now stands is £3,000 per
annum ; but it is poloted out that this sum
docs not moro than half cover tho coat of tho
publio ectertalomenta given by that fane-

tionary.

Notes from tho ¢ Ramblor,”

The Catholio Church nhas over held
a commanding position n Arnprior,
and with her adheronts numbering
thirty-five per cont. of tho population
ond thoir enorgics ngain controlled
aud dircoted by spiritual councils of
consummato wisdom fromm tho day
when, more than half a contury ngo,
tho messago of salvation wos unfolded
on the banks of tho Madawnska, to the
good man who at presont lives in the
affeotions of his people it could not
woll bo otherwise, Ii‘ho magniflcent
churoh and presbytery, with thoatately
sohool buildings adjacent, aro a living
testimony of zeal and union amongst
Priest and poople in the causo of reli-
gion and education. Long may this
bond of union continue and long may
IFather Chaino live to guide thoso
committod to his ohurge along the
path that leads to Heavon!

This desoription of Arnprior, imper
feot as it is, would be still more so
wero 1 to make no refercuco to Mr,
Lachlan's wmansion and beautiful
grounds adjoining. Truly thoy arve
the glory of the placo! Iam indebted
to Mr. John P. Murphy, the efficient
gardener, for hig kindness in showing
me over theso grounds, and for point-
mg out every object of intercat, in-
cluding the oak tree planted by the
Prince of Wales thirty-one years ago.

Travelling northward, I reach, after
a tramp of three miles the village
of DBrae Side, which place owes its
existence to the vast lumbering opera-
tions carried on by Gillies Bros, A
vigit from this point to the houso of
Mvr. James Dillon will not be the luast
interesting reminiscence of my visit
to this gection. I noticed that thero
was one dear member of the family
who was not in his place. I will say
no more. Grief is too eacred a thing
to be intrzded upon.

Oanward I move, reaching after a
further tramp of threa miles tho
village of Sand Point. Sand Point
was founded nearly sixty years ago by
Alexander McoDonnell, a natwve of the
Scottish Highlands. That he was a
man of bustness grasp is attested by
the grest trade which be built up at a
point which was then supposed to ba
boyond the confines of civilization
altogether, Those immense stone
warehouses standing still like Feudal
Castles algo unite in proclaiming the
ambition of the honest Highlander.
For geveral years Band Point was the
chief commercial mart north of Brock-
ville, and it was only when the
Canada Central, now the C. P. R.,
was extended to Pembroke that its
glory may be said to have departed.
It ig now a quiet village where one
could spend a few days with advantage
to sonl and body.

I should have stated in iis proper
place that the father of the present
popular Postmaster of Sand Point,
Ronald McDonald, settled here about
52 years ago.

The * Point” is an outlying mnis-
sion, tributary to Arnprior, from which
it is attended semi monthly.

Sweet Marie,

In Quebec women sre to bo seen
working in the fields, but it need not
be taken as & proof of servitude or an
indicator that they are held in little
estcom. Wherover parents are remov-
od tho least degree above absolute im
pecuniousness they will saorifico much
to kesp a daughter from performing
wmenial labor. Their pride in their
daughters is & very pretty quality, and
I saw a charming instance of it a% Threo
Rivers. At the hotel table one day
thero appoared what was evidently a
specimon of tho habitant farmer. He
was accompanied by his daughter, and
sho formed a remarkable contrast to her
grizzled and sunburt parect. She wag
protty and gifted with all the refine-
ments that the good sisters are capable
of imparting. But the father's atti.
tude of admiration, yes, evenreverence,

towards her was touching, Ho had
takon his Marie to tho oity during hor
school holidaya, and had taken her to
havo dinnor in tho Leat hotel, and he
was convinced that in all Quobos there
was not auch another specimon of her
sux. Ho looked at moss if Lo say that
I wasa lucky man to havo tho privilege
of sitting besido his Marie, and I did
not gainsay tho look., Tho old man
waitod on her overy look and motion
in his clumsy way, and it pleasod him
hiagely when 1 addeeased myself to tho
sanio swoot labor, Nover was Iady s0
scrved, snd sho accepted it with o gea.
clous timidity that was almost as besuti.
ful as the fatber's prido and devotion,
Bon voyage, swect Mario; may loysl
bearts over surround and support you,
—John 4, Fwan in the Globe.

Lo 1
Thoe Remalus of Duns Scotus,

A Oologno church, the Minoritan
Kirche, contaips dust that must for
over ho eacred, particularly to the
inbabitants of our own islands—the
ashes of Duns Scotus who was a native
of eithor Ireland or Scotland—it has
nover beon satisfactorily decided which,
Though writers like Carlyle and Doan
Millman havo sought to depreciato tho
work of the echolastics s gyrations of
thought and nothing mors, it cannot
be Joubted that men such as the
Doctor Subtilis—the title by whick
Duns Scotus was known—were im-
mense benefactorsto tho cause of learn.
ing throughout Europe, and the ser.
vices which Scotus alono rendered it .
wero sufficient to win him a world-
wide reputation in days when there
were no daily or weekly press and no
electrio telegraph. At the Church of
St. Andreasare treacured the bones of
anothcer scholar of the highest distine
tion, Albertus Mugnus, under whom
St. Thomas Aquinas studiedand taught
at the Dominican monastery here bo-
fore he went to Paris.

————r———g () = tfpremersamn.

A Coming Planist.

The coming pianist is said to be Miss
D'Esterre Keeling, =& disciple of
Padorewski, Sbe frankly confexses
that when zome four years sgo she
firat saw the great Pole play she
resolved at once to constitute him her
musical ideal. For hours a day she
dovoted hereelf to studing his msthod,
and sided by a hrightly preceptivo
temperament and a warm imsgiuoation,
she has to a very congiderable degres
realised her ambition, Miss Keoling
is a characteristic Irish girl of fervent
enthusinsms and ready susceptibilities.
Born in Dublin, she at a very early
age betrayed the possessgion of musical
genius. * Go to Germany,” advised a
well keown Irish musician; and to
Stuttgart and then to Frankfort she
went. In Stuttgart she studied at the
Royal Conservatoire, and at Frankfort
she had the advsntage of that pains-
taking artist, Carl Hoergmann. Miss
Keeling mukes no attempt to conceal
hier nationality—she is proud of it;
but if she did, her bright, ebullient man-
ners, pretty accent and characteristio
Irish face would betray her.

The Dominican Fathors of Ghent,
Belgium, recontly brought anit against
several papera which had charged thom
with various misdeeds, including the
bzesking of their vows. Tbe court
declared the papers guilty, and requires
them to publish its decision that the
articles were slanderous, injurious and
malicious. The Fathers are also em-
powoered to havs the decision printed
in five other papers at an expenso of
1,600 francs, which the guilty jonrnals
must pay. If there were a9 severe a
punisiument for libel in thiz country,
irresponsible papers would hesitate be-
fore they printed lics about clergymen.

M. Alexander Sandorson, Choudrant, La.,
says. * Having used Ayor's Plils at Jeast
twonty-fivo ycars, I woald say that for all
dissaaes of tcs bowels, atomach and liver,
which can be remodied by pills, thess aro
always cffectivc. Thoy koop the system in
perfeot order.”



