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cuch passed in review with care and discrimination, aided by ox-
tensivo research and a knowledgo of the wholo field of Buglish,
Fronch, und Gevmun Biblical enticism. This. together with an
impartinl and sound judgment, 8 gonial manner and a cultivated
taste. Tho author considers Colenso's investigation into tho
Pontatouch marveloualy painstaking and conscientious,and so com
pleto u rofutation of tho common belief, thut any ono who has
followed tho Bishop through these researches, it is next to im-
possiblo to rotain tho bolief that the fivst five books of the Bible
are cither accurate, strictly historic, or Mosnic.

M. Renan's work, he thinks, posacsses an unique value, us the
French biogeaphor has attempted to produco an actnal lifo out of
such bistorical or half historical muterials e8 have veached us; and
to oaable him to do the subject justico ho visits the Holy Land,
oxnmines the scenes on the spot, and places hivselt in imagina-
tion amid the .urroundings of Jesus eightcen centuries ago. Ho
studies the babits of L.fo of the descendants of the primitive peo-
ple, the climate, sconery, natural objects, &c., thus imbibiug as
fur as might Lo the influences which operated to mould the char
ter of tho founder of Christianity. Renan's mind, he says, “was
saturated by forco of sympathy with the coloving and tempura-
mont of the country and the age,” and by this means he is enabled
to lay before us a picture astonishingly life-like and attractive.
‘It is perhaps the most essential contribution to a faithful, ra-
tional and adequato conception of what Christ was and did which
the nincteenth century hus given us”” The double character of
Jesus, the earlier and later ave vividly brought out.
ual alteration which came over the languago and conceptions of
Jesus as ho exchanged the sanguine and bucyant enthusiasm of
the earlier months of his career for the gravity and discourage-
ment of its later period ; when the sywmpathotic affections and
cheerful scenery of Galileo had been left behind for the arid and
sombro landscapa of Judes, and the obstinats and incredulous hos-
tility he thero encountered ; and when the full difficulty of his
mission and iws inevitable ending had grown clear to his concap-
tion—changes which convey a prinful sense of inconsistency and
inbarmoniousness in those wbo regard his tainistry as a single
transaction, arranged und thought out from the beginning.”
Renan also gives & masterly description of the manner in which
mira~les grow wup, as it were, uround the steps of every yreat
prophet and reformer in tho Eust, apart from his initiation or con-
nivance,

¢ Ecco Homo,"” he considers, is an attempt to create out of the
moral consciousness of the author, and the sum total of tho tradi-
ticnal materiuls before him, a complete and consistent picture of
the ideal Christ ¢ whom bhistury has left so dim, and whowmn the-
ology has so disturted.” He attributes to Clrist a deliberate
scheme, plan, purpose, and organization for the conquest and con-
vorsion of thn world, which is clear, was only the conception of a
late dato near tho end of his lnbors ; and then to havoe flitted only
fitfully, if at all, through the mind of Jesus himself. Tho lust
portion of the lust chapter of Mark is considered vy competent
Jjudges to be an interpolation, and is expunged by the committeo
on revision sitting in Jerusalemn Chamber.

Matthew Arnold (Litetsture and Dogma) attempts to con-
ceive and explain the precise purpose and mission of Christ as
well us the essentials of his character. According to him Christ
was to restoro thut iign of righteouaness (I) which the Hebrew
race was the chosen instrument {er establishing on earth. While
the author of “Ecco Homo" finds tho clearest and most predomi-
nant characteristic of Jesus to consist of a fervent zesal, an undy-
ing enthusiasm, which was quito a passion and almost a fanati-
cism, Mr. Arnold, on the contrary, aces a “aweot reasonable
ness,” a mild “winning gentleness.” Such are the opposito re-
sults which men arrive at from the samo materials when their
morality 18 not a scienco but & taste. Mr. Arnold admits that
those who reverence tho Bible must set to work to build it upon
some fresh foundation in tho winds of men, as thoe cherished no-
tion of ‘nspiration is inadequate to save it from the merciluse erit-
icism it has undergone, which, as ho puts it, bas “ grubbed at tho
foundation” so seriously that the edifice is endangered. He treats
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all tho creeds of tho orthodox and the established notioes of
Christendom with a curiously cnlm indifference which is almost
contempt ; propheeies, mirncles, transcendontal dogmas, metn-
physical propositions, schemes of salvation, creeds, apostohe,
athenasinn, and nicene, with a strong dash of violent and vin-
dictive tempoer; tho difiicuities of the gospol nurratives concerning
tho resurrection, the uppearances after death cannot be reconciled
with renson and experienco ; those who had lived with Jesus for
years, and who pacted with him on the Friduy did not know him
agnin on the Sunday. If ho was seen so changed, so entirely not
his former self that his immedinto acquaintances did not recognize
him, how could they know, or how can wu know, that the person
assumed to bo Jesus was actually their visen Lord. Matthow
xxviii,, 17, Luke xxiv., 34, 37, Jolm xx., 1, ».., 4, 6, Mark
xvi,, 11, 12, 13, presents great difticulties of explanation,

On the five distinctive moral precepts of Jesus Mr, Greg mnkes
the following enquiry : ¢ Can we, or ought we, to regulate our
personal and social life according to the precepts which Cliist pro-
pounded in the sermon on the Mount? No question can b« more
vital— none is more sedulonsly and scandalousiy shirked.! On
this mattor In saya: “Woe half say one thing and half beliove
another ; wo preach and profess, but we don’t think of practicing ;
wo should be scouted ahd probably punished if we did practice the
precepts which are clearly and unequivocally laid down as guides of
conduct. Wharein lics the explanation of this demoralizing and dis-
reputable untrathfulness of spirit? Are the principles we profess
mistaken? T8 the rule of Jife we hold up a8 good erroncous, ini-
practicable or inapplicable to the altered conditions of the age? or
is it our conduct that is feoble, cowardly, self-indulgent, and dis-
loyal? Is it our stundard that is wrong, or merely our auctions
that are culpable and robellious? 1s Christinnity & code to be
lived up to, or1s it a delusion. & mockery, and a snare?” The
specialties of Christ’s precepts presented by the gospels ave the
five following: 1, Non-esistance to violence; 2, The duty of
alms giving ; 3, The improprioty of human providence and fore-
thought ; 4, Tho condemnation of riches; and, 5, the communism
which was inculcated by Jesus and practiced by the eavly Chvis-
tians.

In all lands and all ages tho first has been set aside as unfit for
use; the precepts commanding submission to violence go beyond
a prohibition of mere retalintion : they distinctly command un-
resisving enduranco of violence and wrong, whoether directed
against person or property. “I say unto you that ye resist not
ovil ; but whosoever shaull gmite thee on the right cheek turn to
him tho other also.,” * Put up thy sword, for all they shat take
the sword shall perish by the sword.” Instead of obodience to
these precopts, Christir.ns have habitually fought from the carliest
times as savagely as Pagans. They seldom dreamed of confining
themselves to self-defence.  * They have fought in tho name and
causo of Christ, and baveo died with priestly blessing and absolu-
tion amid the rage of conflict, confident that their reward was
sure, nnd that angols would bear them straightway to the bosom
of the beloved master vvhose orders they had so strangely set at
nought.” Tho daily routins of civilized lifo is one of self-defense
and resistaunce to evil ; our polico force is an organized resistance
for self-dofence. We habituully hand over the criminal to the
nearest constable ; this is resisting by deputy. Neithor as indi-
viduals nor bstween nations is the precept practicabie. Any
country which submitted to violence unresistingly wounld simply
be overrun, enslaved or trampled out. International law, crim-
inal law,and civil law are bused on a systematic repudiation of the
precept of non-rosistance.  On alms giving Mr. Greg bas the fol.
lowing strictures. “ Scarcely any precept in the Gospel is more
distinct or more reiterated than this. *Give to him that acketh
of theo, and from him that would borrow turn thou not away.
Sell thut thou bast and give alms. Give alms of such things as
yo have, and behold all things are clean unto you, &c.” Itis a

daty that has been insisted on by the church in all times and in |

all countrica. From Catholic and Protestant pulpats it 1s enforced
on the faithful ; a pious man or tender-hearted woman does not
feol good ualess thoy babitually give to beggars, or spend a por-



