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TIIE CHURCIL AT 1IOMY.

Commission of the General Asge
the Church of Scotland. mbly of
Eoveatiox 13 Scorraxp.—On Monday
the 16th of April a special meeting was held
of the Commission of the General Assembly
of the Established Church of Scotland—The

tion.  There was another religious body, the{established in the Jand, and being called up-
great wajority, perhaps all, of whom at one{on to place himself under the superintendenco
time {ooked with favour ou this bill, because'and control of the body {o whom the State
they considered it a “heavy blow and great had entrusted the rcligious oversight of the
discouragement” to the Church which they country.  Now, under the proposed system
had left.” The Free Synod of Glasgow and there was no distinet definition of what the
Ayv deserved all credit and honor for this nature of the religious teaching was to be.
Rev. Dr. Grant, mederator of the General|that, strong as might be their fecl. @3 Tt wassaid it was simply instruction in the
Assembly, presiding. ‘against the Church,” they had still tha principles of religious kuowledge, *‘as here-

The Mobrnton stated that he had called- manliness of prineiple to prefer the contine tofore in use in the parochinl and other
this meeting in compliance with 2 requisition-ance of the security for the sound ieligions.schools in Scotland.”  But Je time pass,
from the Yducation Committee of the Gen- and Christian education of the young, to the and let the influence of the existing system
eral Assembly, and from having reason to humiliation and detriment of the Church of puss away, as it assuredly woulddo, aud then
believe that, throughout the Chureh, a very Scotland. 'l'h_cn were they to forget the hay see what —when doubt and d&isffute arosa
eneral desire existed that a meeting of the'oppositon which was made to the bill of —“religivus instruction” wctually meant.
Commission should be held for the purpose fast year; that strong and aimost unani- Then by whom was this religious iustruction
of giving expression to their wind on the mous opposition of the nolulity andgeut- to be aamimstered 2 What was enacted with
subject of the two bills before the Ilouse of ty of Scotland, that body by whom the par- regi-d to him ta whomw they intrusted this
Comumons regarding education in Scotland, ish schools were supported, and under whese -olemn and important functron ¢ By this

Principal Lk moved that the Commission coutrol, cenjointly with the Church, they bill there was an absolute  withdrawal of sl
approve of the Moderator’s conduet. were placed.  Ile thought that on alt these security for the man's belief and  Christian

Six Joux Herox Maxwert seconded the grounds they were entitled 10 marvel that a knowledge altegether; and 50 Jong as the
wolion which was unanimously agreed to.  1bill, so identicalin character with that thrown teacker, afier he was placed in the situation,
The Conmission Grst entered into consid- out Jast year, should be again in‘roduced ;.continued, nomatser how, during theappoint-
ration of the Lord Advocate’s hill (but he trusted that their firm and rencwed ed hour 10 go over he books prescribed, he
Dr. Coor, IIaddington, Conveuer of the opposition would be attended with the sameimight go home and seoff at religion, and
Aucation Committee, might be allowed to!result.  ‘Lhie Lord Advoeate proposed to em- might abstain from attendunce on the ardin-
xpress his astonishment that the Lord Ad-:brace religious nstruction asan essentialjances of Ged's house, under the pretence
te should bave introduced a measurelclement of his systems of cducation. Ilc[ﬂmt there was no one  within fifty miles by

isely similar to that thrown out last|would call on the Commiscion, however, to{whom he could he edified, and thus give o
r. He (Dr.C.) trusted they might Took compare the present system, aud that by!pernicious example to the youth of the parish
the House of Commons with confidence/which his Lordship proposed to supersedeim which he was so important a functionary,
tto go back on its former decision, and)it, in respect to the provision made and:while even for the grossest seligious error
t1o undo the work of last session for the [seenrity afiorded for religious instruction.!there was no power that could remove him

ere sake of flattering the sclf-love, sooth-j Under the present system instruction wasfrom the situation which ke held. Then. 1t
the wounded feglings, of any individual.

given in religion from the Holy Seriptures,
and from the Shorter Catechism, which was
but an cpitome of the Confession of Iaith,
which had been solewnly ratified and ap-
Iproved by the State, as a sound exposition
of the truth of God. Sceurity was likewise
taken for the Christian knowledge, and the
Christian character of those by whom that
instruction was to be communicated, the
teacher being ealled upon to sigaify, by his
signature to the Confession of Faith and the
standards of the Church, his adhesion to
the great principles of religion professed and

eknew of no change which should "have
{o the re-introduction of this measure.
fle it was unanimously opposed by the
urch of Scotlund, what was the nature of
support which it rcceived from other
ies? " The support of the United Pres-
knans to it was languid and cold, aud
given bacause they considered it asa
towards the casting forth of the rehgi-
clement from the public schools, and
use they considered 1t a decided step in
ance towards a system of sceular instruc-

they had no security for his religious belief,
what sccurity had they for his religious
knowledge ? It was provided by the bill
that every candidate shonld be examined in
religious und secular knowledge, by one of
the inspectors.  These were men over whose
appointnent they could have no countrol at
all.  They were to be appointed by the
Privy Council, a board resident in England,
and embued with English principles of edu-
cation. But even were these inspectom
highly qualified and accomplished men, their

work must needs be inadequately and por-



