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n wli ich the tqoÙl must beeome ae<junint-
ed wiîh God ; it mnust be done by some
figeîre wbicli telle of a subjective reahisa-
tion, of a process wbereby He is made
oure, and we are made M4s , Rnd for this
purpose it would bedil.ficut to find fluter
words than those which tehi how dend
food becomes a part of living men. I
is, from tteting this that thte Psalmist
cries out (Ps. xxxiv. 8), IlO tw.te and
see that the Lord is good, bles8ed is the
rnan that trusteth in H-lm." The sup-
port which such faitti gives, he knows to,
be as real as the sîrength which the
body derives froin natural food!. Andl
the like idea is conveyed in our Lord's
words, when he proelaims the blessed-
ness of those who 44hunger aid tbirst
after righîeousness, So when Isaiah
puts forth his earnest invitation to a cove-
iant with Jehovab, he cari find no more
forcibie expreesions than those drawn
fromt the nurture of the body: "Ho,
every one that thîirsteth, eorûte ye to the
watere, corne. buy wine and milk without
moi-ey and without prire." And of those
'who wotild 'seek for -trength from other
ineans lie asks: -"1Wherefore do ye spend
money for that whiehi is flot bread, and
your labour for that which satisfleth not?"

lIt would net be difficult tu mulhiply
pass:ag-es et'this nature drawn from every
book of Scripture, but we desire at pre-
sent to examine how Jesuis employed
such langfuage, and te draw from such
examinatien that in4;ruction which H1e
desired to, impart. On a careful inspec-
lion of the Go,-pels, we find that our
Lýord uses sueli expressions mainiy in re-
ference to tbree subjects. First, witb
regard to the reception of lus teaching,
and the effects which il should produce.
This we înay eall the awakening, of' the

rý1 n litè. and it is the H<dly Gliost

which imprt8 ibis earliest quirkioning
and nurtures it ie strength. S>îd,
Hie speaks in words of this kind concern-
ing the sacrament which He instituted
for our perpetual rernembrance of Bis

d#,ath. Thus le vividly sets before us
the close communion which beliewv'e
should have with tuani. This itq Chri.mes
own support of the full-grown rspiritual
mlan. 'lhirdly, lie has the sainv figure
wÎth re-spect to the kingdoni of heaven,
when t1tose words refer to the state of
tlit dt±ad ini the world beyondl the grave,
where the &otil, whieh bas been awaken-
ced by the Iife-gîving power of tlhe- lly
Spirit, and fed and sustained ilirough
life, by Christ's body and blood, :hall
tind itâ complete fruition in the preFenoe
of' the Fathler, and ehall need no more
figlires;, but 'di! see God as lIe is.

1. There- are two passages ini St.
.Johni's Go4pei which ilu.'trate fully the
war in whieh our Lord spake ot the re-
ception ot'ilis teaehing utîder the figure
of taking fbod and drink. The firet is
His convera.tion ivitli the wornan of
Samaria (Johin iv.). Christ, ini the par-
ehing noontide, had asked ber for a
drauoht of' N'ater. Surp! ised at ~uha
request made by a Jew, she gives et-
pression to lier -vonder, end then Jesïu,
by Lus first wordz;, shows îlt qilritval
lesson conveyed throughl thlese natual
thiiigS. The woman had atways hub
of* the well as Ille gift of the patriarch
Jaeob, and ,;le h-id «one no fardier.
(hrist, nt once speaks et'fthe w'ater a,~ the

gift not of' Jacob. but of God. IlIf thoti
hiadst known-tru ly re-alised -thât, tEL.i
well of 'lnor is hcaVe1's gifî, and hadsx
thus beeil prepared to own a con>stant
beaveisly interposition in thy life, and to
reýognise heaverxs Aessetiger whien le
appeari 4, thou wouldst have- asked of
Him, and fie would have givci. thee liv-
iog, water'" Like rnany a lesson if
Jesus, this teacbing faits like seed on
tinprepared soil. The woman's thout,,bts
are ait centred on the maàterial. She bas
no mind to, inquir-ý after what iq meant,
hy living water, but only is perplezed
lio%, having nothing to draw with. tbe
stranger cani have a score of water at ail
Jesusq, by Bis next reply, 1tada ber a


