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noble tendency, of the succeus and bene-
fit of wlih wu have had niany glorious
and conwiling examples in our day, in
America and Australia. IVe cannot
mse how s-ensible inen-men of a reason-
able and practical tcmperament--can
b. indifferemît to a cause wlîich may
allay so mîucli passion and recrimination,
and divert so inuelb nisapplieil zeal and
energy into a inutually be ncficial chan-
nel, înstead of ias being wasted or worse.
You are, of course, aware that somne-
thing lias been done in tis direction,
the particulars of wluicb will bo submit-
ted !o you. But wlîile abjuring ail in-
tention of cavilling at tise busis agreed
upon by the Union conmnittees, or de-
preiatinc their labours, or retarding
union for a single (la y, 1 desire to pre-
vent disappointinent, to caution you in
reference to a great and comnion error
on this sulsj,,.t. Many persons are se
sanguine as to think tlîat wlhen two reli-
gious bodies are agreed in.tîteir p ranci-
p les, they are ripe for union. Now I
believe that it is witb religious denomi-
nations as with individuals, only in
a fair higher degrce. Persons wlio (Juter
in opinion, but are agreed in affection,
will baruionize and cooperate more easî-
Iy than eucbi as are agrecîl in principle
but alienated in feeling. Wltether per-
fect harînony of opinion be possible,
even betiveen ind;viduals, is very doubt-
fuI. I doîî't believe it cari exist among
congregations ani de nontinations. It
may swean to cxist when men receive
ai.d subseribe confessions in the lump,
withouît Iîaving tlîouglît or doubted.
But it- is only a semblance of unanimiity.
For tîtouglît will always produce diver-
sity. Ilence 1 don't; lay inuch stress on
wbat I believe to be a moral impossibi-
lity. Supposiîîg, howevcr, as our pro-
sent tbeory of subscription suppoe, that
it is possible, I believe that it is of far
less importance to future peace and
prospcrity tlian lovc, confidience and
esteci. Iu s',ort, 1 regard lîarmony of
sentiment as mç.~e important than liar-
moni- of* otîiniou-love as muore ossential
than; unaniiînîty.

I nay- be told tlîat if Clîristians are
ssgrecdl in principles, so sbould tbey be
in affi-etiou. And so tlîey should;* but
if tlîey are not, you will not produce the
proper fkeliug by argument. You must
appeal to the heart more tda to the

head. Love and logic are difl'erent
afliLirs. Thse affections cannut be argued
into a certaitn tone. rThe grace ol (;d,
fair treamneut, mutual acq uaiutace,
and friendly intercourse, wiIl (Io fair mort
than union speeches aund troatittes. You
cannot stori the citadel of the affer.
tionn wlîuchî ever shîrink froîn a too
eager ami forward solicitation. Sîscred
feelingsi iîut bu wooed amnd won with
seine adroittisa and teitulerîîcss. ln tItis
case, not theories but faets separate iut.
A separatioli of biotory bas produeed a
sepaatiomi ot feeling. L)ilrerent recol.
lections, associations andl traditions,
crowd ulion our inms. Tlaougli nearly
related-tongh one omie anI the maine.
and though possesiug uulà to be prouîd
of together-our quarrels have for years
furnishied cmbittereti mnîiories.
IlThey et"o aloof, the scars renhaining,
Uike difse which had bc-en rent asuinder-
A dreary sea now flows betwccn."

And because the synodsq or the minis
ters cîsoose to lay down their arinx and
become friendit. it does not; follow that
their flocks will. Tlîev cannot expect
to allay at once the *turin wîîch tlsey
themnselves have raiised. Church lita.-
pions should have tîtoughîlt of tliesé
things ere they be-gan tu quarr-el. and
it may be a lesson for the future. l>eo-
pie connected with city cotregMations
are apt to exaggerate the siniplicity of
such a movement a.9 union. Cîîurch
matters (Io flot engros tliiir attention or
tako t-ucb a deep bolil of thteir mnds, u
is the case with people ima our cotiutry
districts. Surrouuiding ainfluences rub
down their prejudicem, and other tiing
conspete for their share of attention.
But in tIse couutry, ieltsiastie-.t dis-
putes have gone into, every fainily and
reaelied every individual. Every niait
bas had bis, argument or conducted bi&
controversy.

INow, 1 trust that; 1 have said enough
to show that thîs matter slîouîd beo eau-
tiousiy and cûustitutionally iîsanaged
If I have statedl the tîatter fair],y. then
I. infer tlîat one great object; slîould be
simrly te ascercuin the opinions and
feeings of our people. In tItis proces
tîtere should be no etîdeavour tu direct
or misdirect, feeling«. Let us not bu
astonished if we are disappointed; for
the people are more conservative than
the clou-g>, and even a rimali nîinorit7


