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glanccs, to find tli.î great and gooci lcacher
treatiiîg hlm lik e a burnan being, -xil3o a son
of Abrahaun hikc Ilirnself,-to titid tlîis pure
and holy 1rophct coming likie a friend to bu';

tl. ie, an itn t lus table. It was long
mince tepoor pubhican lind been ured to
kinhhîvss aoc! re.spect; thiere ivas Soinething
i'onderfully fieslî aîîd new about theunl ; andi
blis beart, So long shut Up and liar-delled,

awle ut in kindly charity nt onc- . I'hat
moment lie devoted liait' of ail bis wvealth to
the î,oor, and declared tliat lie %would restore
fourfold ail thtit he liad lever unjustly taken.
Ahi, brethren, if Jcesus hiad cast a sterti look
up iloto tluat plane-tree, or if Ie liad 8everely
bidden thc l)ublicani to keep his distance, do
-vou think t/wl vou1d have converteci Zac-
àlîaus z1nd saved hii No h- o w ieould have
,%one home liarder and hitterer in heurt than
lever; aid the iiext tinie lie liac tribute to
eollect. hie woul have grouîid and equeezed
and chettted worse tlian lever. But our
Blessed Redeorner, îîotwithstanding tlîis
manifeat and instant rcforrnatioîî which a
kiîid word had wrought, upoiî the poor ex-
tortioner, knew that sortie folk would find
fault with what lie Him'oelf was doing. Hie
i.e going towards the publicaîî's house ; arnd
lIe hears the rnurrùiur, perhuîps only iii Self-
ligbteous heartg, that says to Him, What are
vou doing thore? Do you know ioto whosc
house you are goingP You are going to an
cvil-doer's bouse ; and not going as a j dfige.
or as an officer of jUCtice,-tAvît would be ail
qui te right,-but goiilg as a guest, a frend.
"lie is gone," they, murmured, Il to be gueet
:ith a mianî that is a 8inner 1" As if Hie could

have gono to bo guest with any muan who iYas
nU,! Arni here, the Saviour scern to Bay*,
ini the house of a poor lost creature frorn
whotn you would hold apart? Evon )-ou
could mot say worsc of him than tlîat lie
is quite a lost ercature. Ani 1 here ?-then

arn just where I ought tu be? " lfor the Son
-nf Manx is corne tô seek und to wavo that
,waich Nvas lost !"

How inercifully, you soe, the Saviour puts
the case! 1mwi clifferently from the severe
fashiozi in which the iniur.nurers put it! Hfe
la goneè, said the nîuriuring Jews, to lie
gYucuý witit a moan that is, a sinner. lIe is
gonz, tbiev said, to a had anu, a wvickcd maux.
'Thev never think of bis peculiar tenîptations;
thev nover thituk of bis secret repentanice;
Lhey nover think of thatpcxor, weary, buirdeni-
cd11 heaut, ihiat needed but the slightest tou;cb
4>f' kindiiess to make it nîcît andi glow. Tlîey
put the thing soverely:- gone to a man tlîut is
.a sinner. TI'le gentie words of .Tcsus seorn to
zebuke tlîat seveilty. lie does îlot Say that
lie is corne to sav e the cheating, griping,
iraitorous, Publican : No; lie is "lcorne to
,eok and tu e4ave that wlîich was Zost." No
cloubt, the Blesseti One serems to say.-No
doubt the publican is a sinner, if itconies to
that ; and su are you. But, le seems to Say,
)Ve wiII not eaUl iiin thit. 'You %wi nove.r

iwiri ancl save a man by calling hlm by harsb
imnes. Lot us take a %vorcl that tdhaîl speak

rather of bis niis!ery thax of his gjilt. No,
îlot 8inîuer, thougu the word would ho per-
fectly truc. Cai hini a lost creature; cîîll
hini a lost qheclp, a puor, iveary w"4derer
fromn the Fold.

Andi yet, rnerciful as it is, there is no %in-
due laxity iii Clirist's cstirnate of sin. Therv
is do 8haduuîg awav the evii of sin, and speak-

Iiuugr of it as; if it were wlc sucli very great unat-
ter after ail. lucre is noue of the pant,
which prevails iii a eer:ain portion ofour
literature, about humar. we-akness, about
strong natural propensities,-about passion
with its ivitelîing voice, which oit bath ledl
mnîi wvuong. The essential evil that is in efli
iS not extenuateti, though of the two things
wvhicl -lav o togethpr in si, misery and
gruilt, the Saviour puts prorninentl3' lias the
gruilt thuin the wretcbiedness. -No, thiere ie no
trcatiuig siri as a 8mail matter here. You uxever
cati represent sin as anything rnîch mortg
serioum than utter destruction,-finai perdi,
tion and ruin and despair: and you me
Christ describlei the sinful sou1 as a thing
lost: lIe carne "lto seek andi to save that
wbich was losi"; andi the very word which
means the last andi lowest extremity to whielh
a buman beiuîg cati go dowan,-tbe word per-
dition,-as many oi ,ý ou know, it juet means:
los3 ; it just means the state of beirug lost.
Andi it i,3 in that woful etate that evea thi
k-ind Jiodeomer puts it we are by nature; fot
the text was îîot spoken of Zacchoeus only"e
it deseribes the state and condition of overy
8oul for wvhose sake Jesus carne to this earth
and dieci. IlThat which was losl": that
phrase nantes the condition of every soul with
%Yhieh the Redeemer bas any concern. le
carnle, Hie tells us' expresselv, "lto seek anti
to save tlîat wlîich wvas lo.st" ; -it is oilly with
lost uneOs lie lias to do. If t.here be any mor-
tai tliat is not lost, thon, le lias no part in the
Gospel salvation ;--it wvas not for aiiy save
the lost that Jesus died. Losi. lie says; oh,
suirely, that is not malking light of sin. Losi,
Ife does not say through wliose fault; but
the polar sinîxor would remeraber well. Butý
îvbile the 1'harisu'e woîîld say, 'Ihat man is a-
sinner. thank Goti 1 arn ixot li4e hlmi, lot Mrio
stand off fî'omn hini andi bave nothing to do
Nvith hir,-Christ says, That mian iEt lost; ho
has wanderod away like the lost sheep, anti of
hiniseif he nover w~ou1d return ; tie mo-ce need
thon tîxat I shotilit go te Fis bouse, andi treat
hini Jike a iurnan being: t/îat nîay ineit lus
heart anti britîg l lack; holding him at
arns' length iiever will. Lost: and anîong
sucb lies Mny occupation' I see Mny work,
the Recleemer seems to e'ýy, Nwborever I isec a
lost soul. t vas to seeli 4-q4 savp such
caille!

So, for one thing, we finti *1 our text
Christ's estirnate of the condition ofl humallity.t
It je sornething that is lost. Mari is a lost-
thing. H-e is mniay thinge more. Yr.u mnay


