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A FRENýCEi VIsW 0F LORD BRoUiGHAu.

the repeal of the wcli known Order in Council
forbidding neutral vessels from entering Frencli
ports, the orator passed to the period %vhen
the subject of bis address becamne Lord Chan-
cellor, having in the rneautin-e, duriug a space
of twenty years, displayed inexhaustible ac-
tivity and eloquence on belialf of the most
liberal and generous views of reform. The
new Chancellor was described as being-"' Not
only a Liberal Minister in the Council, a fruit-
fui legisiator in Parliainent, but also a great
magistrate in the lligh Court of Equity, where
lie was thcsupremejudge. No one possessed
in a greater degree the sentiment and the per-
ception of justice. Scarcely had he become
instalied in the chief seat of the Court of
Cbancery than he applied himseif with hon-
ourable promptitude and ardent equity to ac-
celerate the suits whicli had accumulated from
time itumeruoriat' and whicli oruîed a con-
gealed mass of litigation. 11e sat witli inde-
fatigable assiduity in his Court, wliere he was
many tîmes found at the dawn of day listening
te argument or delivering judgments. lis
pcnctratîug sagacity and bis gerreral knowledge
of juLrisprudence enabled him to const tute a
real Court of Equity. 11e there at the saine
time abolislied abuses which wou]d have been
lucrative to bimself, and he suppressed sine-
cures wbich wcre oncrous to the State." Brou-
ghatm's career in the House of Commons aud
bis efforts on behaîf of the parliamtentary re-
forma were dwelt upon by M. Mignet, wlio,,
referring to the celcbrated speech in which the
orator imipiored upon bis koces the 1-buse nlot
again to reject a bill so anxiously desired by
.aIl loyers of the country, said, " Certainiy the
knceling was out of place." Referring to that
later pcriod when Brougham liad become some-
what estrangcd fro-A the leaders of the WThig
party, ho said, 1'At this time Lord Brougham
wvas no less admired than ho was fortunate,
but perhaps hie did give way a littie to tbe in-
toxication of pride, aud faiIed to restraîn the
intemperance of a mmnd whose fiery nature
was capable of leading to any extravagance."

Passing to a consideration of Brougham's
labours-political, philosophical, and historical
-M. Mignet said, 'He ioved the English Con-
stitution as an Englishman, ho admired it as a
pubiicist. He bas ably traced its bistory, ex-
plained its structure, appreciated its influence,
and pointed out its useful dcvelopiments.

Aiways in progress, the Constitution, be-
coming more and more representative of Eng-
land and bending to the exigencies, b ad adap-
ted itself to the diverse con,!itions of a great
country, wliose ideas it foilows, and whose
wants it satisfies. Little by littie it lias thus
directed the efforts of ail powvers and classes
withiin the State to the samne end-thie growing
establishment of ail that is right, the increasing
respect for public interests, the skill'nl man-
agement of common affairs. Lord Brougham
iveli expiaured that progressive Constitution
whicli, without changing the form of Govero-
ment, lias perfected its means of action, bas

rendered royalty limited in its intervention,
the aristocracv liberal iu its conduct, aud the
democracy moderate in its pretensions ; aud
wliich, coustructed not by force of logic, but
by history. lias issued less from the spirit than
from the very existence of a people which. it
lias cnabled in Our days to conduct itself as a
republic under a monarcliy, te eujoy order,
prosperity, sud greatness combined witli lib-
erty. Lord Brougham dedicated bis book uipon
the Constitution of Eniglahd to Queen Victoria,
under wliose long reign that Constitution,
faithfnilly observed iu its spirit, bas neyer been
evaded in bts exercîse. Writteu at the age of
eighty-one, that dedication is a model of pro-
pricty sud grace. Iu the saine year in wliich
he dedicated a political work to the Queen of
Eugland bie dedicated a scientific work to the
University of Edinburgh, which seiected him
for its Chancellor lu 1860. That volume con-
tained treatises upon mathematies sud physics,
wrîtten betweeu 1796 and 1858, upon the most
varions subjects-geueral theorems of geome-
try, problems of Keppler, dynamic principles,
the differential calculus, the architecture of the
colis of becs, analytical sud experimental re-
searclies buto ligbt, the attractions of forces,
aud lastiy, the admirable speech whicli he de-
livered at Grantham upon the occasion of in-
auguruating the monument to Sir Isaac New-
ton." Aftcr describing- the residence at Cannes
sud the industrious sud learned life which
Broughamn passed there during mnany winters,
ani where he died on May 7, 1868S, M. Miguet
thus summed up bis estimate of bis character:

1Henry, Lord Brougham, bclongs to the
number of the great men of bis time sud of bis
country. Endo wed with extraordinary genius,
possessed of vast knowledge, gifted with brul-
liant talenits, animated by incomparable ardour,
lic devotcd the tbougbts of lis mind, the
eutbusiasm of bis soul, the resources of bis
knowledgc, the brilliancy of lis talents, to the
service of the nolilest causes-to the progreas
of justice, of law, of intelligence, of liumanity.

A Reformer witliout a chimera, a Conserva-
tive witbout a prejudice, lie neyer separated,
cither in bis writings or in bis actions, what
was expedient from wliat was riglit, aud it was
his pride to keep lu accord the free advance-
ment of men and the moral order of socicty.

11e was also the defender of politicai liberty,
the persuasive' advocate of civil equity, the
zealous promoter of public education, the clo-
quent supportor of huoman emaricipation. Il-
lustrions by bis works, memorable by bis
services, Lord Brougham must lie counted
among those great men wlio lionour the coun-
try wbosc glory tbey sustain, who maintain
what is riglit sud strcngthcn whist is good,
sud wbo, by the briiliancy of their talents and
the generosity of their souis, are held by pos-
terity in everlasting esteem.' -L(are Journal.
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