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WHAT A PRAYER MEETING SHOULD DE.

A goad, common-sense paper je the fol.ow-
lng by Rev. Dr. Wiliams of B3altimore, ln
the "«Presbyterian Journal." May it prove
helpful ta the prayer meetings of aur Church
ln Canada:-

deIt le, o! course, a religlous meeting. But
It differe from the usual Sabbath-day ser-
vice, and aiea from many other meetings
held la the bouse of God.

etIt bas a character of its own, and ought
ta be the means of preparing the people for
the ather exercices of the sanctuary.

deIt le a place for the 'expression' of reli-
glous thought and feeling by the people. In
the regular servie o! the church these are
expressed by ane persan, the minîster. ex-
cept la the singlng.

idIn the prayer-meeting the peaple are
invited ta take part in the exercices. Thay
ean sing, they can pray, they can read the
Scrlptures or a suitable article of a religiaus
character, or spealz dlrectly ta, the people on
came religiaus topic.

"IWhen the people avail themeelves af
thiese privileges, the idea of a prayer-meet-
conducted, by one persan It cannot be strictly
called a prayer-meetliig. The prayer-meet-
ing, as we understanld it, requires, several
persans ta take part, at leaet mare than
one.

deIt le the peop!e's meeting, flot merely
ln the sense of the people beîng precent, but
in the sense that the people conduct it. They
maintain and keep it up. The people's
thaughte and ernotione flnd expression ln
this meeting. For this reason It becomes
an index ta the condition o! the church.
The minister can tell by it -where hie people
,tand spiritually. If there be no prayer-
mnceting he je il the dark. If that meeting
be pcorly attended or languishes, ha knows
that the relfig-icue life of the churcli is not
very great. Wbere its privileges are appre-
ciated, we cee a churcli life that le vigorolie
and strong.

" In sucb a meeting the thoughte o! Gad's
people flnd expression in instructi&on, lu
counseb ln encouragement. Their feelings
flnd, expression in gratitude, in reverelice
and ln lave ta God and one another.

" Sucb a meeting, where mind trid heart
flnd utterance in devout expression, is war-
shipful. Indeed, purer, more earnest wor-
sbip may be the aulcame o! ihe prayer-meet-
in yth nn of the irno gtately service of the
sançtUgry, ''"'

idBut the prayer-meeting ie not only a
place for the expression of religiaus thoughts
and feelings, but aiea a place for the impres-
sion of religioula thoughts.

"11Almôst everyone who has lbeen a regular
ttendant upon the prayer-meeting reniem-

bers very dlstinctly, flot only persane who
took part and thé subjects before the meet-
ings, but very decided convictions, the pro-
duct of those metinge.

"eAn author of some distinction saye one
Incident of his chlldhood he neyer forgot.
À good old deacon prayed, 'Lord help usr to
remember what we ought ta remember.'

"The words of laymen corne ta us same-
Urnes with more power than the wards a!
minîsters. In the absence of ministers, laY-
men have carried on protracted meetings.
whlch have resulted In many conversions.
Instances are very many ln whlcb. their
words spoken in the prayer-meeting have
made deep and lasting impressions. Here le
a fleld for wor<, when humbly accepted, as
frultful as any ather, and we xnay well pray,
In thece times of coldness and indifference;
that the plous Iaymen would came and use
the opportunit> which is offered them.

Not only do the wards of earnest, plous
layxnen have vweight ln the prayer-meetlng,
but coming, as they do, when mind and heart,
under the influence o! the Haly Spirit, are
seeklng expression, there le a power lu them,
that le calculated ta make Impressions of a
lastlng character.

de'Since there is sa much undevelbped goad
in the prayer-meeting, the peaple should
strive ta attend. It ought to be lu aIl our
churches far mare than it le. Ifthieshould
ba made -what it le capable of belng made
we would flot ueed so many atheragencies,
same of thema of doubtiui character, ta keej,
up the interest iu the church. It wauld give
new life ta the church and fresh pawer taà
the preaching, and brlng multitudes of pre-
clous saule into the kingdam, of Gad.

et rhe people should attend flot only, but
should. be ready, under the pramptinge Of
the Haly Spirit, ta assiet ln the meeting. To
this end the laymen should be ready ta affer
prayer, ta speak briefly and ta, the point> ta
rnake a suitable quotation f romn the Bible, or
ta eing a hymn, and do whatever may b. for
the edificatian af God's people."

You neyer can tell when Gad wlll take a
littie word you may drap, like an airrow Shat
at a venture, and cau.s-e it ta strike saine
hearer betweeu the joints of the hailLee and
bring him down. Therefore, let no appot-
t.unity slip for op~liga word for Christ.-
Etev. A. P. Schauffler.


