4 N

W-1I1

Is

Tt WhLRLY

Vor. 1.]

AUD! ALTERAM PARTEXM.

OR REFORMER OF PUBLIC ABUSES,
AND RAILWAY AND MINING INTELLIGERHNGER.

P e

MQNTREAL. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1846.

[No. 4.

Titernture,

An Historical Sketch of Columbia College, in
the Slate of New York.—By A. F. Moore,
Esq., President of the Institution,
Although the volume in question has heen

handed to us by Mr. Moore purely as a testi-

mony of regard, and without any view to a

notice of a publication which has been printed

solely for the College, the foundation and his-
tory of which he has been at some pains to
trace, the subject bears too much analogy to
the disputed question which has long agitated,
and still continues to agitate this country,
not to be of interest to the generality of our
readers.  'We will, therefore, take the libesty
of quoting, fiomthis well-written volume, the

learned author’s account up to October, 1754,

when the Royal Chaiter of what was then

King’ College passed the seals, giving the

first scientific institution of the kind to New

Yerk,

Aud here it is worthy of chservation, that,
while the City of New York liad not a print-
ing press until seventy ycars after ifs first
settlement, or a college in twice that period
of time, Boston possessed both in little more
than six years from its first settlement.  After
this, it will not be wondered that the Bos-
tonians should boast of that superior polish and
1efiiement which strangers so usually, and
we belicve justly, ascribe to them. The
feeling, opinions, prejudices, and even the
<ensibilities of men arc reccived ina great
legree from the manners and example of
their forefathers.

« The setticment of New Amsterdam, under
the auspices of a trading coampany, by men
chiefly occupied in the pursuit of gaun stamp-
«d on the City of New-Yo k, even from its
«igin, a character which, though determin-
ng its destiny, favoured as it is by various
ircunsstances, to become, what it seems fast
Fowing to be, the greatest emporium of the
~orld, was ililsu'ted to advance the canse of
cience ot of leiters, except in so far as the
.ormer, by its subservience to useful arts,
might 'seem caiculated to promote the utilita-
dian views of mea devoted to the acquisition
of wealth,

This colony, it is true, was founded by
Holland during the most glorious period of
her history 3 but there was nothing about it of
a nature {0 invite the stalesmen, philosophers,
scholars, and artists of the parent state; nor
was there anythingin the political ot the reli-
gious condition of the now free and prosper-
ous republic, to compel her citizens to seek
elsewhere an asylum. With the exception,
therefore, of civil and religous functionarics
—and among the former Governor Stt.-ve-
sant is entitled to especial notice—our Dutch

ancestors were almost entirely absotbed in
trade,

The English, who, on the teansfer of the
proviuce in 1674, came in, were for the most
part as indifferent to learning as the Datch

had been ; and even sixty-seven years after-
wards there were, in all’ the province, to be
found but ten men who hiad received a colle-
giate education. ‘The Hugnenots, and the
Germans of the Palatinate, who fled hither
from religious persecution, were men who
might, like our eastern brethren, have turned
their thoughts to the foundation of a seat of
learnipg s~ but their comparatively small
numbér, and difference of language, made
thetn, for a long time, stiangers, as it were,
in the land which afforded a refuge.

This diversity of language—for Duteh,
English, Frenck, and German, were all
spo?&cn in the province—and 2 corresponding
difference of religion, either as to doctrine or
external forms, were no doubt amongz the
causes which so long retaided the establish-
lishment of a college in New York. Fora
college was, by our ancestors, rightly regard-
ed as a religious, no less than a scientific and
literary institution ; and they may have found
it hard to combine the heterogencous clements
of their social system in any harmonious ac-
tion on a subject of such near concernment.
1t appears, too, that a further reason for this
delay was a diversity of opinion as {o the most
eligible situation for a seminary of learning.
The author of a pamphlet written, as is
thought, not long betore the establishment of
our college, says: ¢ It gives me pleasure to
understand, that the founding of a college in
this province kegins now to be seriously cone
sidered 3 and as this great work scenss chicdly
retarded by the difficulty of azreeing ona
proper place for fixing it, I beg leave to sub-
mit my impartial thoughts on this head tothe
consideration of the public, As to the situa-
tion, then, T cannot help being surprised to
hear it disputed ; some retired corner, either
within, or close by, the City of New York,
being cerfainly the only proper place in this
province for crecting a college.??

1t was not till 1693, ahout seventy xears
after the settlement of our city, that its fist
printing press was set up, and sivty-one
years later still before its college was estab-
lished. How diffcrent in this respect the
conrse of Boston!  Tts first settlers being men
who understood and felt the imporiance of
education—who were, morcover, of one na-
tion. ene language, and as to relizion, mostly
of one mind—we find them, only six years
after the first settlement of their citv, adopt-
ing measures for the erection of a college 5 at
which, two years later, in 1638, the regular
cousse of academic studies was commenced 3
and in the following vear, 1639, the first, and
which for many years continued to be the
only printing press in these provinces, was set
up at Cambridge as an appendage to its
college.

At what neriod the desian of ecfabl’shinz a
collegs in New York was fint serion<ly en-
tertained does not apprar.  The eatliect inti-
mation that has been discovered of any such
desian ¢ is contained in the recosds of Trin-
ity Church. TFrom them it apnears, that as
carly as the year 1703. the Rector and War-
dens were dirceted to wait upon Lord Corn-
hury, th~ Governor, to know what pa-t of the
King's Farme, then vested in Trinity Chuch,
had been intended for the college which he
designed to have built.”?

. Some such plan was thousht of agaln, it

seems, in 1729, durini Berkley’s residence in
this countiy ; and when disappointed as re-
garded 3ermuda, he sought to transfer the
cstablishment which had been intended for
that island to ¢« some place on the American
continent, which would probably have been
New Yoik.? .

But Berkeley’s benevelent design having
altogether failed, we find no mention of this
subject until near twenty ycars afterwards,
when several laws of the colony were passed
for raising moneys by way of lottery, towards
the founding of a callese thereiny and Bishap
Berkeley, in a letter .f August 28, 1749, to
Dr. Johnson, who resided then at Hartford. in
Connecticut, says: ¢ For the rest, I am giad
to find a spirit toward learning prevails in
those paits, particularly New York, where
sou say a college is projected, which has my

est wishes.”?

‘I'he earliest of the laws jusi now alluded
to, received the Gavernor®s assent on the 6th
of December, 1746, and was entitled “ An
act for raising the sum of two thousand two
hundred and fifty pounds, by a public lottery
for this colony, for the encouragement of
learning, and towards the founding a college
within the same.”?

Other similar agts followed, and in Novem-
ber. 1751, the moneys raised by means of
them, amounting then to £38,443 18s., were
vested it trustees  Of these trustees, ten in
rumber, two belonged to the Dutch Reformed
Church, onc was a Presbyterian, but seven
were membets of the Church of England, and
some of these seven were also vestrymen of
Trinity Chuch. These circumstances—the
known scntiments of this large majority of
the trustees, their well understood and very na-
natural desise, that the pmgosed college should
be connected with their church—might suffi-
ciently account for the offer made to them by
Trinity Church, not ]on% after their appoint.
ment, ¢of any rcasonable quantity of the
Church farm (which was not Ict out), for
erccting, aud use of a college.?> From what
has lecn already stated, however, respecting
the first mention of a college in the piovince—
from the inquiry addressed by Trinity Church
to Lord Combury, in 1703—it may not un-
reasonably be inferred, that the then recent
grant of the King’s Farm to that corposation
had been made with a view to the advance-
ment of leaining as well as of religion; that
some condition to that eflct had been at
least implicd, on accasion of that grant.

If such were the case, the present offer
fromn the church was but the canying out,
:;flcl' a lapse of fifty years, of this oniginal
des'gn.

As regards thé effer now made to the Trus.
fees, it seems highly probably thatsome such.
conditions as we find afiertards expressed in *
the conveyance f oin the church to the col-
leze, when actually made, were, from the
first, in contemplat'an of the parties, and une
denstood between them 3 but nalther in the
prasnsal fiom the church. on the 8:h of Aypril,
1752, nor in the repoit made theieof by the
tiustees to the Assembly. more than two
years alerwardsy i there mention of any
conditions whatever. ‘The natural inference,
hawever, which has been sugzgested, as to
their existenen, and the jealous apprchen-
sions ente ta'ned of any, the smallest, ap. ,
prozch to 2 church establishment within the



