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An Iistorical Sketch of Columbia CoUrfge, tri
thle Sfal o f News York.-By A. F. Moore,
Esq., Presidci&d of lite Institut ion.
Alhaugh the volume ie question bas heen

handed to us Iîy Mr. Moore îuurciy as a testi-
mnony cf regard, andi witlîout any view ta a
notice of a pîublicationî wliicb lias boens printeti
saiely for the Collage, thîe fouindation and Isis-
tory of wvhiclî he lias been rit some pains te
trace, the subjcct bears tac much analogy te
the dibputeti question mlaicli bas long agitated,
andi Ftill continues ta agitate luit. country,
not te bc cf intercst te the gencrality cf aur
readers. Iv1e %viii, therefore, take die liberty
cf quoting, fiesin tlis %vell-writtees volume, the
learneti authîor's accounst up te 0O.tobcr, 1754,
wvhen the Royal Chaîter cf %viîat '«as tben
King's College passeti flic scats, gi ' vng the
first scientific institution cf thec kinti te New
Yek.

Anti here it is worthy cf observation, tîjat,
while the City cf Ncw Yerk fins] not a phint-
ing press until scventy 3*cars aftcr its flist
settlcmcnt, or a coilege ile twice that periati
cf lime, B3oston posscý,sct bath le little more
thian six ycars frcm its finit settlement. After
this, it '«ill nct bc wondercti thiat the Bos-
tonians shoulti boast cf tlîat superioir polisli anîd
lcftixmcnt whicl strangers se u>ual!.y, anti
'«e beliere justiy, ascribc te thein. Thec
feelings, opinions, prejutiaces, anti even thec
censibilitics of mets arc receiv cd je agreat
lcgrce [rom thze manncrs andi examnjle cf
ilicir forefatîîcrs.

t< The scttlcment cf Ncw Amstcrdam, imitcr
thîe auspices cf a trading ce:iîiiy, liy mcn
cliielly soccuicti le thie îuirsuiit of gainî btamnj-
.i on the Cily cf New-%* li, cveiî froc, ils
.rigin, a character %«hiich. ilietigli dctermnl-
ng its dcstiny, faveeireti ws it is 113 variaus
ircunislances, t?,becie,c %«bat it steuni f.st
-rowing te lis, tIle 'ricatest emporiumîocf the

.corldi %vas l-si tcI ta aivuce thic caisse of
cience or cf lettersç, except in se fair as thec

.ormner, lîy its. siîbscrvicnce te useful artL'i,unîght seir, caiculateti te luronsote the utilita-
clani vicws; af mlen devouet ta the acquititian
of wealth.

lhis colony, it is true, '«as fcunecd by
Ilellacti during thîe most glorieons perioi cf
ber liistory; but there '«as natlîing about it cf
a nature Io invite the statcsmen, i'ilcospîhcrs,
ýchoIaar.ç, anti artists af the parent state; sior
'«as there anytiigi the political or the reli-
gious cnlitice cf the' slowv fee anti prosper-
ou.; repubiic, te compel lier citizzns te seek
elsewhcrc aa asyium. IVith the exception,
tîrerefore, cf civil anti rclit'aiu finctieîiarics
-andi aixiong the forsier Gavc:nor Stt. -vc-
.matt is entiticti te cf pecial, ioticc-otir Dîîitclî
ancestors %vec almost cntircly absorbeti in
tratie.

Thec Engliqh, '«1>o, ce the trançfer cf the
provinice le 16M4, caine in, %vore for the mast
pûrt as indificrcuît ta Icaring as ilie Dutch

h tht een; i even s!ixty-evciî years afler-
wvare. tie e ý wce jeal ie provinice, ta be
fountil but tee mon wvho liad] receiveti a colle-
giate education. The Iluienotr. andi the
Germans cf the Palatinate, wlo led hitiier
fromn religicus penuccut ion y, %ve len whli
mi&ht. like our eastere brethen, have turneti
their tliouglits te fthe foisdation cf a seat of
lcarrîi« 1 but tlieir comparatively sirall
il tioe.r ýanti ditfference cf languîage, natie
thein, for a long turne. stuangers, as it %veto,
je the landi which afTordcd a rtfuigc.

Tihis divc-sity cf language-for Duiehi,
Pn-lish, French~, and German, werc al
spoý<en ini the province-anti a corrcspondng
difféecncc cf religion, cîther as te doctrinîe or
external forms, %vote ne doulbt among the
cauqes %which so long retaideti the estahlish-
lisimet cf a coluge ie Ncw York. Fur a
caîlege wae, by cuir accestaîs, rightly regard-
cd as a religiotis, unls than a sciegitific andi
literary insttution ; andi they may have founti
it bard te combine the Iicterogenvous elements
cf tlicir social system ie aruy harmonioîis ac-
tion on a suhject cf sîîch near concerment.
It appears, ton, that a further reasco for tliis
dcîay %vas a duversity ofcopin.ion as Ic the most
eligible situation for a semiiuary cf learîisng-.
The author or a pamphlet writtcn, as is
tliought, not long beicre the estaliishiment cf
cur cîllege, says: ci It gives mc pleasure te
uînuerstand, that the fanntiing cf a college je
tliis province I;egins now ta bc seriotiiv con-
sidercd ; anîd as tItis great wcrk sceois iliit1y
retardect by the diffucuiltv et agrecitig on a
preper place for fixing it,'! bcg Icave to sols-
mit nîy impartial tîights ce tlîis lîcati toîilie
c *onsiticratian cf tie public. As te the situa-
t'on, thon, I cannot help bcing surluriseil te
hîcar il disputedl; soute retireti corner, cither
wvithin, or close by, the Cihy of New Yorki,
being cerlaicly tlie cnly proper pulace ln this
province for crcctieg a èeilege.l'>

It was cot till 1693, ahbout sevecty vrars
after thec settlement cf our city, thant Ust fi-st
prietieg ircqs %vas et up. andI Fixty-one
yenrN later stili hefere ils coîle.ge ivaç estahs-
lisheil. llow iflèrent ini tbis reçprct thîe
couir-,e cilamionn! lis llrst.ccttîcis beiin.g mois
%vhîe uniuirstood andi felt the imlin'tance cf
titisication-who 'xcre, moccve-, of one na-
tin, mie langii-age. and1 as te religion, mosily
cf oee minul- we finti thons. cnlly six years
allicr flic fir.çt seutlement cf their c;tv, -uitinlt-
inz mieastres fer dte crecticnof fa college; at
wlîicii, tvro vearç liter, le 1 ff3, thec rcuiar
course of tiemic sttîie 'as cctrwnced
and in the fo1iexvinz year, 16«19. flice first, nnd
wîîicli fer miny vears ccntiniu"t]in tecî the
cclv prieIing press le these provinces, wis fet
uli st Cambriudge as an al-lenda-e te ils:
cellege.

At vhiat n.Arieîl the des*,tr of ccfiabFsliinz a
college in Nî\cwY'ork %ças firt. -cirimî'tiv eni-
tcrta'ncil lacs net arîrar. Thîe ea'lc'ti inti-
mation Vinat bas boccn disrnvereul cf aev %uch
clesit cc i% cotntaiecul le the recetis cf Trie-
ity Cliurcb. From therm il nptiear<-,, t'at as
caîîy as the yeir 1703. the Rector anti %Var-
diens wvere dircctcd tec wait ioin Lnrd Corn-
h'ury. ifs- Govereer, te knw -w'at ,îa-t e th.
AReS-s Parme, thon vesteti le Tuinilv Cîrh
hati hre intenmied for the college '%vlich he
de.4igneil te have biilt.)"

.Sanie sueli plan %vas thou.;ht cf a;it

secmns, in~ 1729, duricg B erleyq residec in
this countsy ami wtenedisappttea as le-
gardct S.erm;ula, he sought ttle rîsfer the
establishmnent which hud boes intened for
tlîat isianti ta cisome p lace on the Amoricant
continent which would probabiy have been,

But Berkeloy's benevolent design baving
altogether railct, we finti no mention of this
subject until sitar twezity y cars aftcrwards,
'dico scycral Iaws cf the colony were p=sed
for rasis,îî moncys byr way or lottery, towards
the fouttfilig of a eotlr,,e thetein; andi lishop
Becrkeley, ini a lettes f August 23, 1749, te
Dr. Johnîson, who residet thon at lifartford. in
Conîîcctcut, says: "cFor the rest, I arn 6îad
ta finit a spirit toward learnin prevails in
tiiose paits, paiticu!arly New York, where
ycl saï' a col lege is projecteti, which bas ny

he earliest cf the Iaws just now alludcd
ta, recciveti the Governor's tissent on the 6th
of Dccmbcr, .1746, andi was entitleti "9An
nct for raising the soin of twa thausanti twe
husndreti andi lifty pounds, by a public lottery
for this colony, Ïfor the tncouragemtnt of
leariiing, anti tawards the founding a collego
within the sae.)

011,cr similar arts follaweti, and in Navcm-
ber. 1751, the trioneys raieed by means cf
thcm, amouriting then ta £3,443 18s., wvere
vestei il. trustcs 0f these trustecs, ten in
î'iimber, two belongeti te the Dutchefarînet
Church, aile vos a Preshyterian, but seven
%veto mcebcrs cf the Cburch of England, and
smc cf thcse seven were aise vestrymen of
T.ritily Clîîrch. These eircumstanccs-thc
Kenowni sentiments cf this large majarity cf

tiaturai desm , t at the n epcsed collegesfinuld
be cennecteti with thei crc mih suffi-
ctently accoumît for the oflbr madie to thom by
Tri,îity Church, not Ion after their appo!nt.
mient, cf any reasonable quantity or the
Church faim (wthich vas net let out), for
ercct*ng-, anti use cf a cellege.33 Prom ivhat
bas lecti aIrcady stateti, hoivever, rcspccting
tflifrst mezition cf a college in the plovince-
froin the inquiry addressed by Trmcîity Churcli
te Lard Cornbury, je 1703-lt may flot un-
reasonablv be inferrt, that the then recent
graist cf lc xiligs Farra Ie thai corralion
bad beeen madle with a view ta the aIviiece-
ment cf Icai ning as well as of l ion; that
saine condition te that effict h%2 beca at
lerst imîîljcd, cn occasion cf that grant

If eucb wreré the case, the pmeent effet
frein the chîiîch wus but the tanii out,
after a lalise orf lfty ycars, of thLi oïiginal
îles'grs.

As reg~ards thé rfrer nom maile Ite b. t.
tccs. it sces bigiîly prcbably Ilhatsmre siich.
conditions as we find afaetwardq expressed je.
the con,.cyanene f ec the chureh te the col-
1e,-e, t%-Iln actîia'lly rnaae, voe, frein the
first. in conecmplat'en of the pallies, and un-
dýttl bctw(en thin ; bat nuliher il the
pie:.oal fiom the church.on the 8h cf April,
1752. cor je ilie repozt nade 4bcîeof by the
tiustces te the Assemnbiy. more than two
ycarq àtcw'dl the.rr mention 01 any
çonditions wh'alever. Trhe natural inférece,
lîawvvr, whiich hai% been su-,Mtcd, as tei
tlipir exiq*nci-, and fie jeilouq apprehcen-
s;'onç ente ta'ne'i of nnv, ihoe smailo-sî, ap..
P-0o-ch te a thurch wsabisismrit %vithin the


