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Fiow the Uoben, for 1537,

‘THE MOTHERS JEWEL.
Jewel most precious thy motlier ta deck,
Clinemyg so fast by the chainon my neck,
Locking thy little white fingers to hold
Closer and closer the circlets of gold—
Stionger than these are the hinks thar coufine
Ne'er my fond bosom this treasure of mune !
Gift from thy naker, o pure and so dear,
Almost I hold thee with trembling and fear,

Whenen i3 this gladuess so holy and new,
Feltas I clasp thee, or have thee in view?
What is the noose thatslips over my mind,
Drawing it back 1f 1 leave thee belund 2

Soft s the bondage. but #trong 13 the knot—
Ot when the mother her babe has forgot,
Ceaging from joy in 8o sacred a trust,

Dark should : er oyebe, and closed for the dust.

Sprrit munortal with hght om above,

Over this new-opeaed fountuin of fove,

Forth from try heoet as it gushes so free,
Sparkling, and playing, and leaping to thee,
Painting the Rambow of hopes till they seem
Dnghier than reason—1t00 true for o dream !
What shai T call thee 2 My glory 2 My sun?
*Plie: ¢ cannvl sattie thue, thoa beauuful one |

Crilliant calestid ' so priccless is worth,

How shall § keep th e unapotted from earth
How shall ! sive thee from ruin by crime,
Dimnicd not by «drrow, untarmished by time?
YWhee from the thief and the robber who stray
Over life's path shall  hideteo anay ¢

Vs ritthe seting but richer he gem,

Oh ' thow’lt be coveted—sought for by them*

1 must devote thee to ONE who is pure,

Tonched by whose buigliness thine own will be sure.
Borne in his bosuin, no vapour cau dun,

Nothing ca s wiiy 0f cun pluch thee fro hum,
Seamle s and holy the zaruents he folds

Quer Lis jewels that closely he holds.

Ifence unto him bg mav Bttleose giv n'?

Yea, fur of such is the hangdom or Hoaven !

gz anco,

Letter from Ser J. Herschel read at the
Dritesh Assscaion for the advancement of
Nueence al Brestel, dugust 21,

ot Frruavsey, Cape of Good Hope,

June 13th, 1838,

«By your last, which only reached me
westerdu y (thovgldated on the 16 of March,)
1 learn that the wmeeting of the British
Jtssociaiton will take place carly in August,
Had it Lecw in September, i might have
been peelicable for we to kave drawa up,
(net wwithou  digienlty) somewkal of a
dotailed 1eport o f my proceedings here. s
st is, woirever, wolhing short of a mirvacle
cordd caalle v to doso in time for your
peerting.  The fatis,sinec our avrealhere,
F have been so entively oceupied with the
mechunical piocesses of obsareations, and the
wetual curtng and carrying of uy Lercest,
that I have nat had any time to thresh it out
Jor consumpticn; or, io drol‘) Jiaure, I have
not a wmensiroas collection of rouyh observa-
tions, Lut hardly afigwicreduccd.  So much
as this, howerer, X may say, that I have
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swept over all, or nearly all that part of the
heavens, which is incisible, or bardly visible
in England, cxcept just in the immediate
vicinity of the pole (¢ mast barren region,)
and ( favoured by a seaton of almost unin-
terrupted clear shy, and a definition and
tranquility of the stars under great aperiures
and  magnifying powers which I rwant
language to exprzss,) have anussed a Iargc‘
collection of nebule and double stars of all
classes, orders and degrees.  Of some of the |
most remarkable objects whick have occurred
to me I have sent a frief list to Schumacher,
who may probably have inserted them in his
Astronomical Journal ; I can here only find
time or room for a few general remarks.

“ The general aspect of the southern
circumpolar region, including in that eapres-
sicn 60 or 70 deg. of S. P. D. isin a high
degree rich and magm}ﬁccnt, owing io the
superiorhrilliancy and larger deceloperent of
the Milky Way, which from the constellution
of Orion to thut of Antinonus, is in a blaze
of light, strangcly interrupted, lLowever,
with vacant and almost starless patches,
especially in Scorpio, near Centauri and the
cross ; while to the north it fades away pale
and dim, and 1is in comparison fardly
traccable, I think it is impossible to view
this splendid zone, with the astoniskumgly
rich and evenly-distributed fringe of stars of
the third and fourth magnitudes, which form
@ broad skirt to its svathein border, bilc a
vasteurtain,—withont an impressionamount-
ing lo a conviction, that the Milhky Way is
uola mere straldin, but an annuius, or at
least. that our system is placed witkin one g
the poorer and almost vacant parls of its
general mass, and thet cecentrically, so as to
be muck nearcr to the parts about the cross,
than to that diametrically opposed to it.

“The two Magellanizk clouds, Nubceula
Major and Minor, are very eatrandinary
objects.  The grealer is a congerics of stars,
cinsters of irregular form, globular clusters |
and nebule, of various magnitudes and de. |
grees of condensation, among which is
inlerspeisid alarge poriion of irresolvable
nebulw, which mey be, and probably is, sta¥
dusi, but which the powers of the twenty feet |
telescope show only asa general illumization
of the field to view, forming a bright ground
o “shach the other objects are seattered. Some
of ithe objccts in it are cf very singular
and incomprehensible forms; the cluef one
espeeially (30 Doradus), whick consists of
a number of loops, united in a kind of un-
clear centre or knot, Like a bunck of ribbons
dispased ur what is called ¢ true lover’s knot.

Tucre is wo part of the kcavens wheve so
many ncbule and clusters are crowded nto
so small a space as this < clond’ <The
Nubucula Junior® is a wmuck less striking
oliject. It abounds miore in irresolvable
ncbulous light, but the nebule end clusters
in itare fewer and fainter, though immed-
iately joining to itis onc of the richest and
| most mugnificent globular clusters in the
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hemisphere (47 Toucani). It is somewhat

, singular that this ncbucula ts placed «a full

hour too lute in Right Ascension inall maps
and catalogues, probably owing to @ misprint
or other similar cause of error, in the autho-
rities employed to construct themn.

“The great nebulae in Orion and Argi
ave, however, by far the most surprising
objects this hemisphere presents.  The former
appears to much greater advantage than in
our latitudes, and presents many appendages,
branches, and couvolutions, which are not
discerniblz in its low situation in Iwrope,
The latter is an object sui genens, und which,
without a figure, it would be useless ta
attempt a description of. I should riention
that I Lave spared, and shall continue to
spare no pains to procure correst drawmgs
of these and the other southern nebulae, I
cannot trace in Argi, as scen in the twenty
Jeet, any resemblance to the figures published
of it; though in the sccen fuet equatoriul
(Furnished  with e five inch actromatick
ohject glass) some leading featuves of those
Jigures 1aay be vecognized. It is of immense
exient, and crowded with sturs, to which the
nebulae form a brilliant back-ground.

¢ The planctary nebulae of the southern
cireumpolar sky are numeroxs (for the cluss
of abjects)and highly characte.istic. 1 haye
discovered no less than five, quite us sharply
terminated in their discs as planets, and of
uniform light.  Iudecd, the first on whichd

elleas so perfectly plunctary in its appear-
ance, that it was not until several observations
of it at the Royal Obscrvatory, by Mr.
Haclean, had annihilated all supposition of
its motion, that I could relinguish the
exciting idea that I had really found a new
member of our own system, revolving in an
orbit morcinclined than Pallas,

“XYou may form some idva of this, as
regards clearness of sky, from what was told
me by our provisioval governor, Colunel

ell,—viz- that out of forty-two successive

ays, ke had only three times been disap-
pointed in finding Venus, with the nahed '

eye, in broad sunshine (at 8 A. M.). Ivead
with ease, a few nights ago, themost involved
paris of a lady’s closcly crossed letter by the
light of an eclipsel moon, then near the
zenith~ (certainly the eclipse was not «
great one).”
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